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LETTER I 


xm 
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renne 


Genoa, Feb, 1792. 


He that hath read the works of Plato, 


diſcovers ſo much truth and. infallibility 
in his maxims, that he adopts them with 
conviction and confidence.— 

One of them was, Never to go by ſea 
when he could go by: land; 1 and this I 


had always looked up to as a fixed rule of 


ation, till curioſity and neceſſity em- 


boldened me to croſs the Channel 
And on the prefent occaſion, for nearly 9 


the ſame reaſons, I once more committed 
my body to the mercy of the waves.— ? 
Vol. II. B Every 


4 
* 


2 | A RAMBLE | 
Every man's fortune is not equal to the 
expence of travelling to Rome by land; 
and every man's conſtitution is not ſtrong 
enough to bear the fatigue of it—the very 
pilgrims begin to flag; and if religion will 
not carry a man through, in vain will he 
rely on the ſtrength and 3 of a four- 
footed beaſt. | 
Religion will do wonderful dons fon a 
mind haraſſed and fatigued, whilſt the 
body receives little refreſhment from di- 
vine doctrines; ; wherefore, though I have 
perhaps leſs objection than any man to 
« patience and long ſufferin g ' (peradven- 
ture from habit), I ſhould be exceedingly 
_ obliged to the aforefaid, when I am 
knocked up in the mid of a barren deſart, 
if they would provide me with an elbows 
Chair to take a nap in, inftead of rewarding 
- me- 
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| meatmy journey s end with a kiſs of be fbr 
of St. Peter *—moreover, barring the want 
of that commodity which procureth all the 
luxuries of life the method of ſcrambling 
over the Alps and Appenines on the backs 


of mules or the ſhoulders of men, is 


too d. latory a proceſs for him that thirſts 
to tread on claflic ground that . ſtaride 
upon the Watch Tower at Marſeilles, and 


thinks he can deſcry the yy" Tone | 
ments of Rome.— 5 


An — had hired! A feluces 26 
Within the Cathedral of St. Peter at ads 
is a black marble ſtatue, which is held out to be the 
ſtatue of that Saint, and which all pere have the | 
privilege of kiſſing, - 

But in reality it is an image of Jupiter, Fund. 8 
the ruins of an heathen temple.— 

St. Peter was in theſe days by 30 We 


vogue, as to be thought worthy the — 


famed ſtatuaries who were Nell in 
en. 
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convey him to Genoa; and (as he had 

the politeneſs, to offer me the privilege of 
— Citing, by day, and ſleeping by night, in 
his mes I r denne al. * ranch, and 
embar ked. 

A. felucca is an open 8 5260 1 
8 night and day, unleſs the wind be 
directly in your teeth, or the ſea too much 
F, troubled to make head againſt—it never 
ſtretches far from ſhore, for fear of being 
captured by the Barbary corſairs; and be- 
üng uſually freighted with ſpecie from the 
French to the Italian merchants, it is a 
prize in n no _— requeſt eee, che pi- 
rates. | | 
The bottom of it is juſt broad enough | 
to admit the body of a carriage, and with 
ſuch an accommodation this mode of | 
travelling is not unpleaſant; but for 
_ thoſe who are expoſed to the incle- 
b te | mency 


» 


3 
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mency of the weather, the ſplaſhing of 
the ſea, and the coldneſs of the nicht 
nothing can be more comfortleſs and 
wretched: ire I 35019 ISN teen 

As ſoon as we had cleared the Wette | 
of Marſeilles harbour, we found the ſea 
by no means calm; and the boat began 
to rock — Abel dropped down upon his 
| knees, and clenched his hands on call 
fide of the felueca like a man overſetting 
in a carriage the mariners unbent ſo very. 
much at the ſight of binn that the patron 
(or proprietor: who. is ſtationed at the 
helm ) with all his grave ung | 
ſcarcely: keep them at their oars.— 


As Abel's knees became ſore with this. 
poſition, he changed his ſituation cautiouſſy, 
leſt by not trimming the boat he might 
| upſer us—and at length brought his 

B 3. al weight . 
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1 A RANBLE 
| weight to bear on a part that had been 
more in the habits of ſupporting it.— 
| On the ſecond day the ſea was ſo ex- 
| 3 tremely calm that I contrived to ſhave ; 
a matter of ſome amuſement to our crew, 
who had never dreamt of cleanlineſs or 
comfort during a voyage—towards night 
however the wind freſhenedand theſearan 
high; in conſequence of which we were 
obliged to put into a narrow creek, about 
half a mile from whence we procured ſome 
eggs at a miſerable cottage, and paſſed 
the night, as before, on board. 

Whilſt we were preparing to weigh 
anchor in the morning, a revenue officer 
arrived; and laying an embargo on our 
freight (under pretence of ſtopping the 
exportation of French coin) ran up the 
mountain for aſſiſtance.— 

In the mean time we cleared away and 
| 7 helped 
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Helped all hands to hoift the ſails; chen 
landing off to ſea, were ſaluted with a 
couple of muſket ſhots, the contents of 


which happily fell at ſome diſtance from 


us—my. warlike domeftic was flat upon 
his face at the bottom of the boat, and 
well was it for: us that nn 
effect upon him.— | 

On the fourth day from our FRO 
we made Antibes, a frontier town, the 
ſtrength of which is inconceivable. If 
this place was attacked by ſea, the twelve 
and ſixteen pounders that. are planted on 


amongſt the ſhipping, for their direction 


is varied with aſtoniſhing: eaſe and quick- ; 
neſs, which is effected by two ſcrews that: 


act as levers they are mounted on car- 


1 to 


riages ſix feet in height, and overlook the 
walls in ſuch a manner as to be brought | 


the ramparts would make great havoc _ 


bh 


{ 
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to hear on veſſels immediately underneatli 
the objection to this method is, that the 
men who work them are n e | 
in time of action. le 785% ich 
The wind ſat full into Fr EY 
ch for two days, and to my great 
mortification the late rains had rendered 
the Var impaſſable, which prevented me 
from ſpending this time at N ice —and 
what ſtill added to the miſery of our con- 
finement was, that what little of the good 
things of this world Antibes, produced 
vas monopolized by the garriſon.— 
During the day we had little to amuſe: 
us, but the delightful view of the ſhore 
oppoſite Nice and its environs=-a chain of, 
' ſnow-capped mountains looking proudly: 
down upon a city ſurrounded with oran- 
geries and placed amidſt a bed of ferti- 
| lity that furniſhed every luxury for the 


eye 
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eye or appetite and at night the officers 
entertained us with a play; in which, (as 


women there were none) two He Grenadiers 


came forth as Melpomene and Thalia; arid 


indeed a more woeful exhibition 1 never 
nee iet Eng e 


On the third morning from our arrival 
we weighed anchor at day-break ; and as 
the ſun burſt forth from the horizon, we 
ſailed along the golden coaſt of Nice 
then paſſing Monaco (a romantic town 
ſtanding on a rock that runs into the ſea, 


a principality that joins the dominions of 
the King of Sardinia), towards evening 


we had cleared the mouth of Ventimiglia 
harbour, when the breeze ſuddenly i in- 


ereaſed to ſuch a degree, that though it | 


blew right after us, the patron and mari- 
ners looked alarmed—the ſky began to 


35 lower 


— 


breakers burſt upon us, and daſhed us 
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5 lower—the ſea blackened, and a tremens 
| dous ſtorm enſued. ads 


We were at this time ten leagues from 
as port of Savona, without a poſſibility 
of making land; and the wind drove us 
on with inconceivable rapidity, whilſt | 
the increaſing ſwell of the in threatened 
to ſwallow us up ·— 


Aſter cutting through theſe Ame 


N waves akeel for upwards of two hours and 


an half, we douſed the ſails oppoſite Sa- 
vona harbour, when ſeveral tremendous 


againſt the light-houſe that ſtands off at 
ſea— 


Plato,“ thought I. “ thou reaſoneſt well. 


Whether we owed our preſervation to 
the exertion of the ſailors, or my man 
Abel, I am not ſufficiently acquainted 


with navigation to pronounce—the for- 
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mer convincedme by their looks and efforts 
that we were in a moſt perilous ſtate; and 
the latter was ſtraining his lungs in calling 
loudly upon the name of the Lord. 
As ſoon as we got on ſhore, I repri- 
manded Abel for applying to Heaven in 
fo boiſterous and diſreſpectful a manner 
adding withal, that as the crew were of a 
different perſuaſion in religious matters, 
it might be diſcreet not to interrupt their 
devotions by any ſpiritual * on 
dur part.— 
His extreme fſimpticity feurnbhing my 
pardon, when he aſſured me that he ſhould 
not have taken ſuch a liberty but on ac- 
count of the roaring of the waves—thereby 
implying chat in a milder tene it might 
have been IO: to 1 an au- 
dience.— 
It was — 4565 contig 1 
; "WM itſelf 


l. 
Itſelf to ſufficient tranquillity for at leaſt 
ſour and twenty hours, to enable us to 
Proceed; as ſoon therefore as we had pro- 
cured ſome refreſhment, I ſent Abel to 
enquire about beds, and though our ac- 
commodations were indifferent, I fell into 
a [moſt profound ſleep you will eaſily 
conceive, that after ſo long confinement 
to my clothes and carriage, it was a vaſt 
luxury to get within a pair of clean ſheets. 
The next morning we had a moſt de- 
lightful ſail to Genoa—the views along the 
coaſt were extenſive and beautiful—the 
lands loaded with the richeſt fruits of na- 
ture the country crowded with the ſtately 
palaces of the Genoeſe nobility—and the 
entrance to the harbour the moſt OE 
poſſible. — 
We are un now ine and, nk 
undergone a regular examination of my 


books, 
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books, boxes, and certificate of health, 1 
find myſelf in an extremely comfortable 
hotel I truſt that your regard for me 
does not leſſen in proportion as my diſ- 
tance from you increaſes; but, for my 
ſecurity, 1 mall expect to find, on my ar- 
rival at Florence, a vritten rene wal of 
your leaſe of friendſhip.— 


2 


Lour's truly, &. 
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MEALTER I, 
Genoa, Feb. 1792. 
Dear LADY B. 


AFTER a moſt tedious voyage by ſea, 
I felt indeſcribable pleaſure in ſetting foot 


upon the coaſt of Italy; and as your lady- 
ſhip has had the goodnefs to promiſe me 


a continuation of your correſpondence, I 


fit down at Genca to clench the engage- 
ment on my part-— 

On the morning of our arrival, the 
Padrone of my hotel came into my apart- 
ments; and {as is the cuſtom of theſe 
polite parts) ſeated himſelf in an elbow 
Chair,— | | 


* Signor 
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« Signor Ingleſe,”” ſaid he, © Sei ben 
arrivato - oggi fi celebra il piu ſplendido 
ſpettacolo del mondo; il coronamento del 
Sereniſſimo Principe il Doge di Genoa.“ 

I had been practiſing Italian from the 
time that the lovely Miſs G. per- 
ſuaded me to extend my tour, and was 
therefore at no loſs to diſcover that I was 
arrived at the moſt fortunate time imagin- 
able the day of the Coronation of the 
Doge.— 

The Dogeſhip is elective his govern« 
ment 1s of two years exiſtence —but as this 
ceremony takes place during the Carni- . 
val, my countrymen are uſually at Venice 
or Rome; and it is no ſmall gratification 

in travelling, to fee what nobody elſe 
ſees.— 

Having therefore made myſelf up as 
well as my wardrobe would admit, and 

on- 


16 


conſigned Abel to a man- milliner, that a 
bag and ſword might be faſtened upon 
him, I hired a carozza, and waited on 
the Engliſh Conſul, requeſting him to 
Procure me a ticket of admiſſion to the 
Preſence Chamber. — | 
The ceremony was performed in a 
magnificent hall within the Palazzo—the 
walls-were hung with embroidered velvet 


A RAMBLE-. 


—the throne was at the upper end, raiſed 

for the benefit of the ſpectators—the no- 
bles attended dreſſed in their different 
orders, — | 
At the inſtant that his Serene Highneſs 
was anointed Doge, the cannons thundered 
at a diſtance both from ſea and land, and 


the hall and palace rung with 


« Viva il Doge.“ 
This ticket entitled me alſo toa ſeat at the 
Coronation, dinner—a , moſt ſumptuous 
900 entertain- 
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entertainment was ferved up, and we ſat 
down to table near ſeven hundred the 
interludes between the courſes were re- 
lieved with bands of muſic, enn 
and fo fortlngaga—lB - 23470 

The Cambiacci, or eden Dower fa 
mily, are immenſely rich—the table was 
ſpread with a profuſion of coſtly luxury 
there were ſixteen triumphs (preſents 
from the nobles) valued at one thouſand 
pounds a piece theſe conſiſted of bridges, 
temples, pyramids, and various fancies 
of Eaſtern marble, inlaid. with precious 
ſtones, decorated with preſerves and 
foreign fruits of every kind.— 


D171. 


They were taken from the table entire g 
and ſent, according to cuſtom, as preſents 
to the crowned heads allied to the FR 
public.— 

The- evening concluded wich a via 

| maſked 


18 A RAMBLE 
maſked' ball, which was enlivened by all 
the beauty of Genoa, and the ladies ſup- 
ported their characters. with A 
vivacity and ſpirit. ji Ss 

The fineſt woman of the party, and i Its 
- deed by far the handſomeſt that I have. 
yet ſeen in Italy, had the happineſs to re- 
ceive the attentions of the honorable. 
Mr. S—.. The affability of this young 
nobleman ſecures him the affection of all 
ranks, and his popularity may poſſibly ac- 
quire ſome little addition from his father 
having been once a very favorire mini- 
ter at Turin.— S. 4 10ſ. 

The name of the lady in 3 is 
Mr nd; and for her conduct, I will 
eonſeſs to you, I never gave woman credit 
for ſuch an act of ſelf-denial.— 

At the concluſion of the firſt year of her 
matriage ſhe brought her family an heir 
— 


THROUGH FRANCE, &c. 19 
upon this, ſhe ſent for her ſteward and 
gave orders that an adjacent houſe ſhould 
be purchaſed for her reception—her ward- 
robe removed to it - and her domeſtics. 
ready to attend her As ſoon as her reco- 
very permitted her to go forth, ſhe put her 
purpoſe in execution — firmly reſiſted the 
tender remonſtrances of a fond huſband, 
and hath from that time actually lived ſe- 
parate from his bed, alleging, that in 
bringing forth a male heir, ſhe hath ful- 
filled her duty to poſterity———  * 

It is fingular, that the huſband is one of 
the handſomeſt young men in Italy — that 


thisexemplary woman loves him to exceſs- 
—and that they have ever ſince viſited ons 
the warmeſt terms of every other relations 
ſhip but that of man and wife. — , 
Look into the Britiſh records, and fee 
if 
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if you can find an inſtance of ſuch ſelf. 
denial. — 

On the morning following the Corona. 


tion, I procured a guide, and walked early 
to the top of the hill—as the day was fine, 
the proſpect from hence was indeſcrib. 
| ably beautiful. —. 7 5 

Here was a bird's-eye view of the whole 
city - a vaſt extent of country, both on the 
des of Italy and Piedmont—the galleys 
and rich merc hantmen within the Mole 
and the lively ſcenery of veſſels in full 
ail, paſſing up and dowa the gulph to a 
diſtance bounded only by the horizon. 

This noble city ſtands on a protuberance 
of convexed rock, flanked by two ſloping 
vallies ſo luxuriant, that the vaſt lands 
over which the Mediterranean has en- 
croached, ſeem to have ſent their choiceſt 
produce there for preſervation— 


Within 


* be the... _— 
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Within the harbour an old Engliſh 
frigate rides at anchor—which was for- 
merly purchaſed for a guardſhip—Abel 
has picked up an odd anecdote concern- 
ing it— On the day that it firſt arrived from 
England the Doge ſent off a boat with 
orders that it ſhould ſalute the town one 
of the guns was by ſome miſtake loaded. 
with a ball, which lodged itſelf in the 
ſtump of an elm that grew upon a public 
promenade, and in its way took off the 
leg of an unfortunate prieſt. — 

The two principal ſtreets, called Balbi 
and Nuova, are wide and magnificent, and 


| conſiſt almoſt entirely of a range of pa- 


laces on each fide—theſe palaces are built 
upon a moſt coſtly ard extenſive ſcale— - 
they are chiefly of Carrara or Sicilian 


marble that of Durazzi is ſo. immenſe; 5 


that, beſides a private opera-houſe, teris . 
our, and riding-houſe, it contains 4 


college 
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college for fourteen nobles of decayed 
families, whom he ſupports in a ſtyle of 
ſplendor ſaitable to their birth, — 

This and many other palaces boaſt of 
ſtatues and paintings of great eſtimation; 
and the architecture is ſo correct and 
chaſte, that it may be ſeen with pleaſure 

after Rome. — 

A profuſion of wealth has been ex- 
pended on the churches; which was 
amaſſed by the inhabitants during the Cru- 
ſades, and exacted from the fleets that 
uſually lay in the harbour, waiting for a 
holy-land breeze but the moſt coſtly of 
theſe, the Annunciade, was built with the 
produce of a conquered iſland, and left 
unfiniſhed when the tributaries regained 
their liberty - the chapels within are in- 
laid with porphyry and lapis lazuli, and 
the roof painted by two brothers, whoſe 
hiſtory is as fallows';— 


There 


7 


23 
There was but one freſco painter of 
| their time —a young Genoeſe, ho ſtood 
competitor for fame with them thia ri- 
ralſhip ſtirred up that fpirit of revenge 
which is the natural growth of an Italian 
mind, and they reſolved to kill bin.— 
| having put their pupofe in execution, 
they fled for refuge to this church, where, 
though they were unable to go forth, 
ſuperſtition protected them, and they exe- 
cuted this incomparable work—at the ex- 
piration of three years, which they had 
employed in it, ſo exquiſite was the per- 
formance, that the States rewarded them. 
In one of the chapels of the Cathedral 
the aſhes of John the Baptiſt are ſaid to 
have been depoſited; and ſome dozen. 
lamps are kept conſtantly burning. 


From 
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From what motives I will not orefildie 
to ſay, but the poor in Italy are much 


better provided for, than either in France 


or England—the Albergo here, which 
contains ten thouſand perſons, is a re- 
ceptacle for the poor of all countries, 
| where ſoup and boiled beef are diſtributed 
three times a day.— 

In the chapel is the Aſſumption; a 
moſt exquiſite work of Puget, in one 
piece of Carrara marble — it looks a lovely 
figure, flying without wings, touching 
lightly upon earth, as if it belonged to 
Heaven the attitude and airy: ſtyle of 
this divine performance arreſt one's whole 
attention.— 


The e conſiſts of * tiers of 


boxes, the two loweſt of which are ſacred 


to nobility; _ we have had ſome de- 


i licious 
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neos treats of harmony there, by Bruni 
MERE ChE Bag ab Fuge 

Fe conclufion of the Carnival is at 
hand, which every body aſſects to enjoy, 
and which every body is tired of.—Its 
n&veltyand abſurdity, however, contribute 
infinitely to my amuſement. At this in- 
ſtant, people of all ages, down to children 
of five years old, are trotting about avs % 
ſtreets in maſquerade: n DUTSIURIES 
"An Engliſh gentleman yeſterday accom- 
panied me in a quiet walk under the co- 
lorade of the palace of Durazzo; to which 
weretired, in hopes of recovering from the 
convulſions e we had been thrown 
into. 

-There ſtood Abel facing at a fiatue—= 
the curtain of my maſk was long enough 
to conceal my mouth and chin com- 
pletely ; but, as my voice is ſomewhat 

Vot. uy C ſingular, 


ſe lles.— - * £ 
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ſingular, it was agreed that my friend 
ſhould draw him into converſation—any 
one that ſpoke Engliſh became at once 
the confidential friend of Abel. Woman 


was the topic, and I was no leſs amuſed 
khan aſtoniſhed. to find that e was a 
man of intrigue.— 
Vour ladyſhip may al the cut 3 
Abel no man's figure or addreſs is ſo ill 
calculated to win a woman's heart yet 
Abel hath been gameſome in his day— 
Abel be it recorded in the annals of 
gallantry," Abel bert a miſtreſs at Mar- 
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LETTER III. C IRA OST 


CHARLES B. M. c. ESQ. 


YOU are ſo. great a coward upon the 
water, that I have often ſeen you tremble 
at croſſing a common river in a ferry boat; 
ſo huge an one; that it hath ſcarcely dran 
ſix inches of water, crammed with a wage 7 
gon-load of lubbers beſides yourſel. 
L have juſt paſled fifty leagues of ſea in 
an open ten-oared boat, and the fatigues 
which I have avoided in not clambering 
the craggy Appenines (which are at this' 
time rendered more than uſually impaſſable 


by the late falls of ſnow) and the eaſe, ſe-\. Y 
berg and comfort with which we have . 
= 
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floated along, may, I think, ſo far wed you 


to this mode of travelling, that I ſhould not 


wonder at meeting you in -my way down 
the Mediterranean {culling to * in 


a canoe. 
We had ſcarcely made three leagues 
from Genoa, when ſuddenly the ſky be- 
came foul and overcaſt ; and, as we had a 
conſiderable quantity of ſpecie on board; 
as well as the mail, our padrone judged it 
prudent to put into Seſtri with an inten- 
Bon to paſs the night there. 
Seſtri is a very neat Italian town, the 
* environs of which are crowded with lime 
and olive-trees; and the few hours I ſtayed 
there introduced me to two very ſingular 
cuſtoms.—Juſt as we landed, a party of 
tie virgins of the country were mounting: 
their mules; which they managed with 
wonderful grace and ſkill, RT after the 


manner 
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manner of men with one leg on either 
ſide. Their beaus gallantly attended them 
as running footmen; and, as ſoon as they 
were clear of the pavement, they ſet off in 
a half ſpeed gallop, that put their attend · 
ants pretty much upon their mettle. The 
novelty of this ſcene, and the extreme 
naivets with which the women acquitted 
themſelves, greatly reconciled me to its 
indelicacy ; and, at the inſtant, I thought 
it no wiſe more prepoſterous than that 
abſurd machine which ladies are toſſed 
about upon in England. _ 
On my return to the hotel, a large ** 
of the better ſort of people were aſſembled 
at the billiard table, gaming and ſwearing 
with immoderate ſymptoms of vexation 
and blaſphem,. I had been ſome minutes 
a witneſs of this diabolical confuſion, whem 
a moſt tragi-comical ſcene ſuddenly pre- 
: C 3 ſented 
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ſented itſelf —The bell ſtruck out at a 
diſtance for a funeral the inſtruments of 
play were ſeized by the proprietor of the 
table the exultations of ſucceſs, and the 
ravings of diſappointment, were in an 
inſtant huſhed—they all dropped down 
upon their knees, and began to pray moſt 
fervently for the ſou] of their departed 
brother ; and in this attitude of profane 
humility they continued till the corpſe 
was carried by, when they reſumed their 
former occupation with all the diſtraction 
and fervor of ruined and religious gam- 
blers. 6.31 an 
- Juſt after midnight we put off to ſea 
again ; and before day-break a cutting 
wind began to blow from the north-eaſt. 
Abel was ſeized with ſuch a ſhivering fit, 
that if be had been faſtened to the knocker 
of a dead man's door, he might have work- 
HD»: £21 8 4d ed 
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ed a miracle. The ſharks began to play 
around the heavens blackened, and ſud- 


denly ſhot ſuch a volley of hail upon us, 


that we were driven into the moſt miſer- 
able village that ever was entailed on beg- 
gary and famine ; and there I was taken 
out ſtiff and ſpeechleſs with the cold, and 
placed by the ſide of an 0il-boiler's fire to 
thaw at my leiſure. | 

When I look back at my voyage from 
Marſeilles to Genoa, I cannot but ſmile at 
the gfoundlefs diſcontent that exiſts | in the 


boſom of man 2Thie ſcene | before. us 


wanted nothing but ſhipwreck to com. 
plete its diſtreſs.— The ruins, that were 
inhabited, contained boot fi X ſtarving fa- 
milies —Not # morſel of meat 8 6 
be found in theſe dreary 17 habit 41085 
Here was neither tavern, nor a butcher's 8 
ſtall —Black bread, ſour wine, Yermicelli 
ca C4 and 


5 
2 4 


* 1 
: * 
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and calt-fiſh, compoſed the luxuries of 
life.—Six veſſels were drifted on ſhore 
before us; the crews. of which had taken 
poſſeſſion of the whole of this humble 
ſuſtenance.— The ſnow. blew peppering 
from the mountains that overhung us, and 
rendered all acceſs to the inland. country 
utterly impraQicable. 26A PER 
| Abel, after wandering n in franc 
of ſome hovel to ſcreen himſelf from the 
inclemency of the weather, fell in with a 
compaſſionate | woman, who took pity. on 
him, and two of his companions. She 
was a wretched mother whoſe infant lay 
dead from the ſeverity of the cold. | 
Abel ran to me with the glad tidings of 
accommodation; 5. which were the more 


welcome, as night was coming on when 
the oil-boiler's labaratory muſt needs be 
ſhut ; ; Wherefore, ſeeing a convent on the 

/ brow 
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brow of the hill, I bethought me of firſt 
making applications there for proviſions" 
and a bed ; but the holy brethren refuſed: 
me admiſſion becauſe I was a proteſtant. 

I had a piece of a cold fowl on board, 
but was cautioned not to uſe it till the 
meagre days were over; for the ſuperſti- 
tion of the crew ſuggeſted to them that 
the bitterneſs of the weather might be 
occaſioned by their having | heretics 
amongſt them; and, if I broke through 
their religious rules of faſting on theſe 
days, they might think to do God ſervice, 
and appeaſe the ſtorm, by committing wi 


* 37 


body to the waves. 5; 057 


My companions gave themſelves up to 
deſpair; but there are men who always 
find themſelves poſſeſſed of an uncommon 
cheerfulneſs in ſcenes of the utmoſt dan- 
ber and diſtreſs. This may. proceed:fronu 
a C ' 2 inſen- 


— 
— — - — _ : ap ia. * 
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inſenſibility, or from having been early 
and frequently ſcratched with the briars 


and thorns of adverſity; or, perhaps, they 
might have both aſſiſted in the completion 


af m philoſophy. * 


A ſwarthy Sardinian, that was ich us, 
eyed me with great malignity, and inſinu- 
ated that I was cheerful becauſe I had 
money and a watch; an equal ſhare of 
which ought to fall to the lot of each of 


us. I would, at this moment, have gladly 


given all the money I had about me, and 
my old time-piece to boot, for a good lice 


of the roaſt beef of old England; but his 


inſinuations alarmed me not a whit. 
We had now faſted fix and thirty 
hours.—The nights were terrible, which 
we paſſed in hanging our heads over a 
few. embers on a cold ſtone floor till we 
were nearly ſuffocated, in order to avoid a 
fl 1 , more 
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more miſerable death from the ſnow * 5 


blew in at the open windows. 

My ſpirits now began to fail me, 40 
I recollected that J had a few grains of 
tea left in my travelling caſe ; ſo, warming 
me a little water, the good woman 
brought me about a table - ſpoonful of 
milk; and 1 poured into my ſtomach ſuch 
a cordial as it had never revelled on. 

There is no end to man's curioſity z 
wherefore, finding myſelf much revived, I 
fain would know where mine hoſteſs kept 
her cow, or goat.—T could perceive that a 
faint ſmile was riſing upon her countes 
nance, when ſhe was about to chm i 
that there was neither cow nor goatin all | 
the country 3 but ſhe ſuddenly turned her 
eyes to her departed child, and anſwered 
Mumme mme Tb. 


=" 
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«worthy creature had hitherto. dorms me 
with the milk of human kindneſs ; would 
ſhe had extended, her charity nd farther— 
I fell into the moſt: convullive ſickneſs I 
ever experienced hether from long diſ- 
uſe, or, that i in proportion as we advance 
in years, our averſion increaſes to what 
was palatable in childhood; this cordial, 
as I thought it, hurt me more than all the 
miſery that had preceded it. 

1 On the third morning I was permitted, 
without the fear of death before my eyes, 
to devour the remnant of 1 my Genoeſe ca- 
pon — Abel cracked the bones With the 
avidity of a cannibal; and then knelt 


| _ down and prayed for a fair wind; and, 
in the afternoon, we put off to ſea, en 
it pleaſed God to carry us all; ſafe to 

Lc. .-' i zunimmt. 
He that would reliſh the vation of 
life, 
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life, eee eee * a ſcene ag 
this. tl Ali named 10 (2015833009 

„enen es e 8 e and may nn 
lappited attend you in your native toun- 
try. But if, on looking at this dreadful 
picture once again, you are diſſatisfied 
with your confinement within the narrow 
circle of the land of liberty, you well de- 
ſerve that precious anathema that I once 
heard à - Corniſh f muggler beſtow on a 
rugged veteran, who had juſt ſwam to 
ſhore from ſhipwreck ; and the moment 
he had eſcaped the jaws of death, ſwore 
he would ſerve his majeſty king George 
again— this caitiff ſmuggler had not within 
him to admire the greatneſs of the noble 
tar; ſo philanthropically replied, © May 
you then, when from age or infirmity you 
are no longer able to bear the fatigues of 
your occupation, — may you be turned 


KA | Over 
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AA AMBER 
over to the ſervice of thoſe conſcientious 
contractors for human fleſh that traffie to 
the coaſt of Guinea; then be taken by the 
Turks, and 
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LETTER IV. 


r. 
R. P. ESQ, 
Piſa, February, 23. 


Travels hy land admit of hill, dale, 


and change of company; and they are 


ſeldom pregnant with fo much miſery as 1 
lately experienced in travelling from Ge- 
noa to Lerice ; where we were put on 


| ſhore, after wading through difficulties | 


and dangers, the recital- of which would 
only ſerve to give your palate a diſreliſh 
for comic anecdote. Ir 

After faſting ſeveral days (unleſs he can 


be accuſed. of breaking his faſt, who had 


occaſionally let a few flops down his 
throat, which ſpeedily returned by the 
5 ſame 


* 
22 er th 
A 7 
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ſame channel, as if diſſatisfied with their 


accommodations, and which only ſeemed 
to ſerve the ꝓurpoſe of keeping open the 


communication between mouth and ſto- 


mach) I made a hearty meal, and took a 


compoſing draught of excellent wine, 


ſome coffee, a few liqueurs, and laid me 
down to reſt. nr Hun c 1 

Wben I-awoke, Abel was fo ph in- 
toxicated, that it was ſcarcely poſſible to 


move him without a lever. He had fallen 


in with a travelling jew that had formerly 
wandered about England ſelling baro- 


meters, and who now exerciſed the ſame 
vocation in his own country. After wait- 


ing ſeveral hours, I found that he was ſtill 
no more able to ſtand upright in a ſtate 


of inactivity than a top, but when kept in 


motion was, like the aforeſaid, empowered 
" yreferve: the perpendicular ; ;.L therefore 


reſolved 
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4 ref ſolved de ſhould march the firſt ſtage at 
ae 5 

Ib Was» neceſſary . to * not. ow 
hence to Piſa ; ; an expence that 1 could wm 


ſupport, being nearly equal to-that which 


(I preſume from the comforts and conve- 
niences We Procure) we more cheerfully 


ſubmit to in England.—However, the j joy 
of landing, the change of ſcene, and the 


fiyle. of travelling, greatly took off my at- 
tention from this latter conſideration. 
My equipage confifted, of a tattered 


whiſky: without, ſprings, drawn by a couple 
of mules, with two men to puſh after; (the 


country being extremely mountainous) 


and the head of it was compgſed of three 


naked ribs, as ene * e 


Waggon. tin io list 


After grinding * 1 8 time dow up 


te firſt hill, I looked behind me, and 
deſcried 


* 
* 
4 2 
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| deſeried my domeſtic 4 2 eds geln. 
ing ground with ſomewhat leſs expedition 
_ than 4 flaſh of lightaliig, tough" in the 
: fame fort öf directions that the electrio 
fluid uſually travels. —He had ſomething 
acroſs his ſhoulder which he now and then 
looked At” With great "admiration, and 
ſeemedd to carry with extfende Caution 
This appeared the more extraordttikty to 
me, as the porterage of hinifelf was ſo 
cumberſome to him; hen to! thethutes | 
Would fafn Rand fill à little „upon Which 
T diſcovered” that thy "Vfotkheal hall 
bought kim a barotheter——ſo" white the 
animals were taking that time for refreſli- 
ment, which feeinéd to be better judged 
Gf by themſelves than to depend on = 
will of any body elſe, I took Abet int 


| _ ane, and atabſed thyſelf with an 
nia 1 ROI 70 Hiltpokes 
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purpoſes to which he meant to app his 
barometer. ' 

It ſeemed he had no notion of: 120 
back to England without having become 
a philoſopher as well as a- connoiſſeur; 
and told me, that, as ſoon as we ſhould 
reach the top of the mountain, he ſhould 
get out to aſcertain how many feet we 
were above the level of the ſea. : 
Our poſters wore ſtrong ſymptoms of 
reſtiveneſs at an acquiſition of weight, 
and frequently expreſſed their diſreliſm of 
the double thong by attempting to gripe 
the poſtillion's leg; which he had had the 
foreſight to protect himſelf againſt by wear- 
ing a ſort of dog aher ed with: iron 
fpilkes!{ +5275 -e7 hen Ling. 

After travelling poſt in this' dne 
about three hours we deſc ended to In 
OR P4298 74, RIS 
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Ihe cook, chambermaid, &c. were 
ſcarcely diſpatched in order to provide. 


3 ſuitable accommodation for il Cavaliere 
: Ingleſe and. his domeſtic, when a high- 


bred lacquey. entered the hatel, and 
demanded if there was not an Engliſh» 
man, arrived; and having received an any 
ſwer in the aftirmative, Pp as, Ry 
withdrew. 5 7 | 

There is no man of any nation under 


ee let his rank be ever ſo exalted, 


that experiences ſo warm a reception in 
all parts of the Continent, as an Engliſh, 


11 ſhould be obſerved, however, that 
| "by lies wide of the rout that our 


countrymen uſually take, from whence 


probably the extraordinary politeneſs [I 


received from its inhabitants may in ſome 
reſpect be accounted for. 


* 


Te 


* We 
5 
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he ſervant ſoon returned with a card 


from tlie Dutcheſs de V=-li-ri; requeſting: 
the- honor of my company to a maſked 
ball and ſupper at her hodſe; adding, 
that it would be the laſt carnixal party at 
Sarzana. As her billet was written in 
French, I was under no great apprehen- 
ſidns of being aground for converſation; 
ſo having rigged me with all poſſible ex- 
pedition, I found one of her carriages 
waiting for me at the door of my hotel, 
and without effecting any kind of ſurpriſe 


threw myſelf into it with a lordly air, and 


was whirled to * Dutches de V—II-ri's 
in a ſecond. zt) a eu 91961 
Tho the Dutcheſs was abvut fifty; the 
rece.,ved me with the glow of fifteen'; but 


as the vermillion in nowiſe abated; for the» 
reſt of the evening, it was clear that it / 
aroſe from no_particular' emotions about 


as $68 | | the 


* 1 
1 4 
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the regions of her heart She introduced 
me to every perſon of quality ſeparately each 
of whom had the politeneſs to unmaſk ; 
and after having led me down a couple 
of Engliſh country dances, turned me 
cover to the handſomeſt women of her 

As much wit, pleaſantry, and freedom 
of converſation. were afloat, as I have ever 
met with in the gay ſcenes at Paris; and 
. though the carnival was nearly at an end, 
there was no appearance of that languor 

and inſipidity ſo viſible in the mereantile. 

aſſemblies at Genoa. ( | | |} | 

There was a German of condidetable 
anecdote, who gave me an; account of a 
droll occurrence-at Rome—A gentleman. 
of Devonſhire was preſented; to the Pope, 
who received him with the uſual cere- 
n by preſenting him his hand for 


ſalutation 


or 


[ 
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holineſs: faſt, he gave. him one of thoſe, 


hearty ſhakes, accompanied with a ſqueeze 


of ſincerity, by which long abſent friends 


expreſs their ſatisfaction at meeting The i 


Popo ew back; and the Cardinals and N 
company were chunderſtruck at the _—_ 


taken with the. great Vicar of Chriſt. ,, 


Abel came to my bed ſide; early ii | 


next morning zee inform me, that if I 
meant to proceed, it was highly neceſſary 


to get up, and concert; męaſures for my 
departure, for, that two large families of x 


French ariſtgeratic- a (hich words, | 
if they, had been written from his mouth 


would. hays been, leſs. intelligible), were 


juſt arrived in their -way-to; Sienna, and 
that they had, already (ſecured every paſt- 
carriage and beaſt; of burden that could 

ihne mit be ; 


EC as 


— 


! 
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be eee, Ver obst 


cbrerẽditiſit nbthing Was left for ine but 
2 frolicfome mule vHch nobody choſe to 
hase any thing to do with and that unleſs 
Iimetnt to take up my reſidence at- Sür- 
zhfla,-it was fleceſſary to have" thy trunk 
chveyed to the tjext-pbſt town by tne of 
the baggage waggons belonging to the 
company aforeſaid;/and un upon this 
wayward muell 
Abe ſat off on Foot; and mee 6 
had no ſooner quitted the hotel, than my 
beaſt ſhewed great ſymptoms of impa- 
| tience to be of the party. I was no fooner 
mounted than he ſtampered away at full 
ſpeed" over the pavement, and turning a 
corner with more velocity than ifcretion, 
ſnot me inte a" macaröni fhop, where I 
pitched upon my head againſt the butt end 
of a fiddle oy #*{ſhoek that muſt have 
94 | diſqualified 
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diſqualified any man from immediate pro- 
cedure, whom nature had not taken ſpe- 
cial care to fortify againſt ſuch accidents. 


f — The "maſter of the houſe d humanely aſ- : 


ſiſted me in remounting, when off we 
went again at ſcore; and, tho much | in 


the habits of riding, I had no more com- 


mand over my beaſt, thay. the illuſtrious 
"_ Gilpin had over his. 

We had ſcarcely overtaken we com- 
pany, when a landau came by, containing 
two noblemen and a lady that were at 
the Ducheſs's maſked ball; and as I and 
my mule were in a conſpicuous place be- 


hind the laſt voiture, I have very little 


doubt but in the courſe of a few hours it 
was buzzed over all the city of Sarzana, 


that the ladies of quality had been dan- 


cing with a valet-de-chambre.—] comfort- 
ed myſelf, however with this conſideration, 
Vol. II. that, 
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that, as in all probability I 3 
ſee! the city of Sarzana again, unleſs it 
ſhould be in the character of travelling 
tutor, I ran no riſk by this accident of 
lofing that reſpect which is uſually paid 
| to upper ſervants of ſuch ſort. 
It was late in the evening when we ar- 

rived at Lucca; and as a number of freſh 
| voitures, ſufficient for the party, were not 
to be procured, a great part of the com- 
pany were obliged to remain there all 
night, where I left them to enjoy that 
repoſe which, by this time probably, you 
think yourſelf highly entitled to For my- 
ſelf, I feel the inclination ſo ſtrongly upon 
me, that T ſhall e'en take the liberty to 
wiſh you good night alſo. 


| Your 8 "truly, be 
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Ar Lucea, as 1 . already. inform 
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you, my travellig oft ſeemed. el 
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ter the moſt diligent 
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ſearch, P coul Mag neither voiture, 
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cabriole, or any kind o convey ance 


„ bad gern O G1 ＋ 
forward me to Ms exceptin . EF 
"11073 12 Fist 11 1 4 
that had ju uſt landeg Its cargo ina country 
FE 9 118290. 9 | 
ae and Was on the return 
eb 4 3g 18 de * 30 
As night v was a comjug on, Twas an pnxloN, 
— 1. I 0 32 551055 
to get throug e remainder of Bs os 
J 9211 wa £133 Oz 2429 a 
oſg 
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put a ſtop t to; and 


Ade; « "I; 


N 992120 VIII * 1 [Yes 3 2 
Tuſcan G2 A 2 ene murders had = 
ber ib nj bed errraxE. I 


| lately committed. 
A bearle was unqueſtionably both the — 
AA 5 af ud isles © CI 55 ; 311 
ſafeſt a and Cheap elf mode 0 | Conveyance 3 3 
8 ber ag tell t lub. o 4 

fo In fn reſdlycd to put up with h th 

3 | 5 3405+ 3 74 11 

quarters of the econ” 
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By the help of a bribe to the landlord 


at Lucca, my driver had injunctions to ſet 


me down at the beſt hotel kt Piſa; and as 
the murders i in the Tuſcan wood had little 
reaſon t to expect much pradtice or profit 


in embowelling ar an heatfe, ; Abel and I had 
118 
a fine opportunity of refleQing 8. not ſo 


1844 


much on the immortality of the ſoul, as 


81 An 


n the corruption c of 1 the human body ; 3 of 
Ws latter the forqury ſmell of the vehi- 


ii 
ele occafionally reminded u us. ; 


On our arrival at Piſa, the ? Maitre d 
Hotel happened to be at the door — the 


TILES! 5444 


0 Ae I came forth, he turned pale as . 


aſhes; i and, 1 verily believe, thought a 
ſecond Lazarus” © hearſed i in death had 
burſt his cearments. ”—The driver got 
i haſtily down to explain; but he ſtammer- 
. ed o woefully, that only a word or two 


bolted out at a timez leaving the reſt off 
„ | the 


{ Ut 


A; 
2 
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the ſentence behind, like a great mob 
forcing itſelf through a narrow gate-way; 
and as the landlord's alarms were but 
b done away, we ſtood cooling 
our heels in the area, till the good man, 
by handling, and other cogent and philo- 
ſophical methods of conviction, diſcovered 
that at we were e deln i blood. 
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n 10:9 U enν⁰jwe YT 
wor! 99.1 N0LLIVNL) to cbolizm I82idgot 
9 ERE Lito. chogſeazpfideyce, for, como 
. fort, it would be Piſa; 1 25 from the 
ſſmort time allowed me 81 make my ob- 
| ' ſervattions; tlie yr HT courſe be few.— 
Ihe houſes are clean and well built; the 
d ſtreets ſpacious and admirably paved, 
| containing a great deal of good company, 
undiſturbed by the buſtle of buſineſs.— 
The beautiful river Arno flows direQly | 


through the centre of the city, by the 
channel of which, à conſtant mercantile 


communication is . on between 


Florence and Leghorn.— You will eaſily 


7 
2 oy i * + i 2 8 imagine, 
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imagine, that the firſt object of my — 2 
22 was that ſtupendous ſtructure, the 
aning tower. It is built entirely of 
marble, has ſeven galleries one over the 
* ther; and, as it is nearly two hundred 
feet high, the view from hence of Leghorn 
andthe Mediterrdneai on one Hdel aid 
the windings of the Arno up the rich 
valley to Florence, on the other, Kirted 
by a fich Ws of JN" is! moſt 


3 


de:; W neten n 
This tower is 50 to ee about 
thirteen feet; the effect of which from be 
low is wonderful; but it is eaſy to diſt 
cover, by examining the hollow of the 
ſhaft, that the ingenious architect hat 
carefully preſerved the centre of gravity, 
purpoſely deſigning its inclination as an 
eye-trap. The vulgar are 1 

expecting its downfall. 
Da 


* 
{ Ti 
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The Campo Santo is made of s 
aid to be brought from Jeruſalem, on 
the walls of which is the hiſtory of Job, 
by Giotto, i in 1ix compartments z, finely 
executed upon the Whole, but in many 
places ſpoilt by being retouched, and in 
others greatly itt oh the ale in as 
walls, © 7 OY Cn 10 88 51 
"tae eryer 6 . on thi follow- 
oy day, ſave one, a public voiture would 
ſtart for Florence, ſo that it became 
15 neceſſary for me, in order to ſee Leghorn, 
to ſet off immediately on a poſt- horſe, and 
5 return to Piſa in the morning; which after 
TY couple of ludicrous diſaſters, that had 

like to have proved fatal, I ehected in 
tolerable ſeaſon. 1e tl, 

had letters to a merchant at nn 5 
. with great politeneſs attended me 
to the harbour and * burying ground; 
r 1 and 
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and having ſhewn' me every curiolity | 
worthy notice; requeſted my: company to 


dinner. He informed me; that the place 


was inhabited by the moſt heterogeticous 


collection of foreigners that: might bo- 


found in any town in the known world „ 


and, that it was not without great num · 
bers of very wealthy men, who had here- 
tofore paid a certain fum in the pound in 
England; but that the majority bf veſit 
dents were Jews, inſomuch that mamy 
imagined this to be the place; where they 
are intended to-be reaſſembled. 

The market is frequently ſo — 
ed with Engliſh goods, that: they ate ſold 
under prime coſt — a very conſiderable 
oppoitunity for a traveller: 40: ri g himſelf 


out; more; eſpecially as every thing in 


Italy is greatly inferior een wanu- 
faQuie.: . 7 iy = Ti. © Sb 5 257} 
. R ; Mine 


4x 
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Eri inſtanoe it was ea -wtwelve;mouth 
Anceid had regalad my palate) with a 
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Mine hoſt had mot Aatgotien 40 live 
after the mannef he had been uſed to in 
bis on country, or- might poſſibly recol- 
lect that his viſifor had ibeen in the[habjts- 
ol ſa doing ;1wherefore he:dc2aſionally re- 


e hen eee of bet 


n 3 1 did GS to 88005 mn be 


vordiab of this ſart and in the ſecond, 


| that it mighbaigt-be pleaſant tb him 0 


| — 

=: 17 * 

i 115 * 3 * 
* * 
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drink by line? o bobo 31G 

Whatowirh the darkne f gf the night, 
and the ſtabe of elevation to Which my 
hoſpitable-countryman had exakted me, 
I miſtogk acpriviite houſe for iny hotel, 
and at the top of the; firſt flight of ſtairs, 


- was; tal my Very Neat Turprie) ſaluted 


| with the diſcharge of a Py en 


— Y 
"EY 
$44 + IV as | . A ö : up 


— 
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up et neg 4 hludgepn. of wy, FR 

whenever, the — et, i ben te 
North. ot e vaniagi * . 083: ine 

if Qu-epaniriagin-the; morning it appears 
ed that this. houſe was inhabited by an 
elderly ,Spagiarg, who had married. 
buxom young Gregk Woman, of whom 

he was. exceedingly. jealons; ſo without 
preface. or parley he hajled me with a 
broadſide, not doubting but that 1 bad 
come. with, an intention of, raiſing a plan 
tatiog on his forehead. n juſtice, howe - 
ever, to the ſurly, Don, it ſhould be ſaid, 

that on calling upon him in the morniBge | 


he yas throughly convinced af the impro- 


priety of, his condyQ; but togk care thaj 
the apology, ſhould not be ina the 
proſencs of his ſpoſa. om 9d nor 


e a my retury. uh 
D 6 ns 
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Piſa, 4 ce of the Grand Duke of 
Tuſcany's camels came by, loaded with 
e amazing weight” of twenty facks of 
flour each. — My hackney was fo fright- 
ened at meeting them, that he wheeled 
about to the left in full ſpeed; and de- 
| feending * a precipice; ſhot me into as ſoft 
and ſavoury a bed of mud, as was ever 
tenanted by toads and tadpoles.— The 
boys aſſembled as T entered the town, 
and ran after me through' the ſtreets to 
my hotel, criticiſin g my appearance with 
many A witty ( ariſon, and loud de- 
| monſtrations of moſt convullive' weng. 
ment. 39 e 
It was the laſt hy of the Carnival; and 
+ though no one could be better equipped 
for maſquerade! than myſelf, I thought it 
would be more reſpe&ful to the company 
to be ſcraped and perfumed, and appear 
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in a domino. S0 after Abel had exhailſt- 
ed his vein of pleaſantry, and gotten me 
in tolerable trim, oh went to the maſked 
ball. PIETY BLOW TRY £600 * 20 Fasel 
| The principal humour ol the company 

conſiſted in the application of ſea-phraſes 
imported from Le ghorn, and was, I think; 
the dulleſt aſſemblage I had ever ſeen. 
There ſeemed to be but one character of 
either novelty or FREY. who appeared in 
the ſhell of a turtle preparing # bill of in- 
dietment againſt the Lord "Rn of 
London. DIR 49 Gen 
About ſix o'clock, (or, ere g to 
Italian reckonin 80 at the firſt hour of the 
day, the voiturier waited on me to an- 
nounce that he ſhould commence his 
journey to Florence preciſely at noon; 
his demand for each paſſenger was about 
ſeven ſhillings Engliſh ; the diſtance full 
fifty miles, 15 


33 r gr 


On e, the varriage, a greater 
philoſopher than myſelf would haye been 
obliged to unbend, for the company con- 
ſiſted of a group that would have diſcom- 
poſed the tough muſcles and inflexible 
gravity of a Cynic.—In addition to Abel 
and myſelf, there were, fitting and lying, 
a Rabbi, two muſicians, a groteſque dano- 
ing woman, and her ſueking child, a dog, 
2 monkey, and a parrot.——Hexe . was 
nature in as fantaſtical a ſhape as may be. 
In leſs. than half an, hour Abel and the 
monkey became as intimate as if they 
had been nurſed upon the milk of the 
ſame cocoa nut.— The Rabbi wag very 
facetious; and the oddity of his perſon | 
contributed not a little to the effect of his 
humour. There was ſuch a ſimilarity of 
SOV between the hair upon his face 
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and that which grew upon his head; and 
it was diſtributed in ſuch equal · proper 
tions, that had it not been for his eyes, 
noſe , and mouth, tw ould have been difa 
foult to aſcertain which part of his head 
had been foremoſt —The motion of the 
carriage affected the ſtomach of the child. 
which. happily gave us occaſional inter- 
ludes from the clamorous diſcontent that 
it otherwiſe e ugh Wee 
of ſound... FE > Bod, apt)” 
The country through wh RY we b moved: 
is pregnant with Iuxurzanee; the vines 
hang from the limbs of one tree to an- 
other, and drop down towards the ground 
in beautiful feſtoons. In Burgundy the 
earth is adapted to the cultivation of the 
vine only; but here is a double produce, 
the ground beneath the vine being loaded 
with corn, and the ſoil ſcarcely requiring 
the 
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the preſence of the fun to o bring 3 it to 
- maturity. 1 | 
At the inn Where we gept the 
monkey deſcended, and watching the mo- 
tions of the company, ſtood upon his 
binder legs, politely preſenting his paw to 
the lady; a compliment which ſhe deolin- 
ed in favour of his reverence the Rabbi. 
_ + This was the week when the players, 
dancers, and other perſonages of the 
ſtage, were aſſembling at Bologna, accord- 
ing to annual cuſtom;'to be hired for- the 
enſuing ſeaſon; ſo here we were joined 
by two other voitures, containing paſi 
ſengers of nearly the ſame complexion. 
Scarron had read human nature; this 
party wanted nothing but his preſence to | 
i bequeath' mankind:a-new edition of. it. 
Having ſupped altogether, it was pro- 
poſed that the ladies ſhiould go to bed 
.* ; 
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firſt; for thou oh ſixteen in number, wu 
had only two chambers for our accommo- 
dation. There were two beds in each 
chamber, which were long and narrow; 
ſo placing a pillow at each end, we lay 
two at the head and two at the feet, 
ſtowed away like a packet of tobacco 
PIPER... 1 23161284! 1 4. «A 
During the eme ej journey, the 
monkey and parrot entertained us alter- 
nately, by : an exaCt imitation both of our 
words and actions; 5 and I do aſſure you, 
though long habituated to Italian copyer: 
ſation, the latter had no mean idea of the 
Engliſh language.— | 


The afternoon introduced me to the | 
city of Florence, where I took a moſt af- 
te chionate leave of my companions. -, 
18 N 
we Ps - Your's ux ge. 
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A LL the world opt thy that your ladyſhip 
Hoſleſſes' the fineſt natural taſte for patnt- 


in g that ever woman was endowed with; 


and i it 18 matter of no ſmall regret, that 
your rank precludes you froth employin 8 
this talent for the gratification- of others, 
as well as of yourſelf, and the few who 


have the happineſs of ug. admitted to 


your ſoclety. 3 N 


It 18 become much the faſkion to croſs 


the gulph of Genoa to Lerice, and from 
thence by land to Florence, whereby all 


that tedious circuit by way of Turin is 


& * 


ESTI auyoiĩded; 
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avoided ; which is, at the ſame time, both 
dangerous and unintereſting. This little 
trip is frequently performed from Nice 
in eight and forty hours; and it is mueh 
to be lamented” that your” ladyſfiip be- 
thou ght you not of taking this method of 
viſiting Florence, previous to re OY 
from the South of Franſe.. 

Io be plain with) you, ſome "or beſt 
performances” want a little finiſhing an 
art which is not eaſily acquired barons 
conſulting the old maſters. 

That incomparable picture of the old 
batchelor, wants lite, and the coloring is a 
good deal gone away. Vour Widow 
Lackit would be the better for refreſhing, / 
and ſhould certainly b have a n etc 
of the bruſh. 

But to give you ſome idea of this wan- 

| derful 
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derful place, and its contents, my arrival, 
reception, &c + 

As ſoon as I had taken my. aſia refreſh- 
ment, a warm bath (which of all luxuries. 
contributes moſt to do away the fatigues 
of a long journey) I hired a caroz za, and 
gave 'orders to be driven to the en 
ambaſſadors. So ot rod + 


My lord IH was unfortanately gone | 


4 Bologna, ſuppoſed to be paying his 


court: to an opera g—1 of much report 
there.—I was ſomewhat chagrined at this 
| diſappointment, as my barber and chariot, 
together with the uſe of a more expe- 
rienced valet than Abel, had put me to 
more unneceſſary expence than, the rem- 
nant. of the two hundred pounds would 
well admit of; ſo that, on the following 
day, I adopted, 'a more natural mode, by 


TTY 


| conveying 
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conveying my body to his excellency's 
palace upon a. couple of legs.—This 
breach of all-form, and courtly etiquette, 
leflened not the warmth of my reception; 
and I got a more ſolid and ſatisfactory 
meal than Fhave made ſince the laſt day T | 
dined in the city of London; which was 
on the principal part of a barbacue. 
In juſtice to this miniſter it ſhould be 
faid, that nothing on his part is wanting 
to render Florence an agreeable reſidence * 
to the Engliſh ; his box at the opera is 
always open to'them ; his entertainments 
are frequent and magnificent; and his 
whole eſtabliſhment is on a ſcale of ſplen- 
dor and conſiſtency becoming the repre- 
ſentative of the crown of England. 
His lordſhip ſpecially cautioned me 
againſt: going into the apartment of the 
Venus de Medicis, till I had made my 
ting 2 obſery 


. 


qo 32 
obſerrations on every thing elſe worthy 
notice at Florence for, that fo aſtoniſh- 
ing had been the effect of her charms on | 

the minds of | a great many viſitors, that 
they had departed without the leaſt Know- 
ledge of its other contents; had paſſed 
their whole time in gazing at her, and at 
length had a — 8 in love 
With state % i | | 

Strange infatuation. NS Ht I wok 
his lordſhip's advice, having no inclination 
to ſupplant my little idol: of N orth Wales 
with any thing ſo cold and unfeeling as 
the Venus de Medicis ; and, therefore, 
began with the church and library of St. 
Lorenzo, where the votaries of ſuperſtition 
and curioſity find n een for 
their palates. 

In the latter is ſuppoſed to be the: beſt 
colleftion of manuſcripts. in Italy, but 
"241 being 
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being an indifferent judge of their merits, 
I ſhall juſt mention to you that which 
ſtruck me moſt forcibly, and which I am 
ſurprized to ſee no account of in the mam 
doggrel records of the curioſities, of Flo- 
rence—it is a moſt beautiful manuſcript 
in Petrarch's own hand-riting·——- 

Petrarch was ever dreaming of his 
Laura, and praftifed every contrivance 
that human ingenuity could ſuggeſt to 
immortalize her beauty, and his affection 
for her. | | 
On the ſecond NPY third: Pages of this 
book are painted, by no mean artiſt (for 
the colours are to this day as freſh as life), 
the portraits of himſelf and Laura. 

There is much gallantry in this. 

The manuſcript is never ſhewn unleſs 
particularly aſked for; and as the leaves 


are 


i. 
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are ſeldom opened, aum „n are Ao 


in perpetual contact. 251 
I have received much e n ROW the 


Get of this; but, have in ſtore for you, 
Madam, a much more rational enjoy- 
ment even to ſee and converſe with one 
of her poſterity. Under the tuition of my 
learned friend, and fellow-collegian, the 
preſent maſter of the charter-houſe is at 
this day an actual deſcendant of the lovely 
Laura. I have been juſt now made ac- 
quainted with this circumſtance, and do 
greatly envy you the power of convincing 


yourſelf of the fact, and the extreme gra- 
tification you will receive therefrom. 


After acquainting you with this circum- 
ſtance, it will be in vain to requeſt the 


honor of your company at Florence any 
longer for the preſent-—we will therefore 


defer 


1 a 
' +408 


F * 
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defer examinin g the grand duke's trea- 
ſures; leſt, as a puniſhment for preſuming 


I | ** en 0 
to delay you from obtaining immediate 


and viſible teſtimony of the truth of what 
I have communicated, you ſhould commit 
my letter, and the ſtatement of the grand 
duke. of Tune $ euriolties, to the 


lz have the honor to be 
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THE grand duke is himſelf no contempt-. 


ible connoiſſeur ; he paſſes great part of 
his afternoons in the gallery and cabinets, 
and arranges the contents with confider- 
able taſte and effect. On theſe occaſions 
the doors are never open to any but the 
anointed. ; 

It is fingular, however, that he ſhould 
have left his whole collection of ſtatues for 
the decoration - of the gallery and rooms 
adjoining, whilſt the Palazzo Pitti, or 


Royal Reſidence, is crowded with the beſt 


works of eats Michael FOR and 
«A. 1 | I. All | 


of 
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all the moſt incomparable painters that 
the world can boaſt of. So exquiſite is 
this collection, that, could a man diveſt 
himſelf of the knowledge that theſe chef- 
d' œuvres have made their appearance in 
different ages, he would be led to believe 
that all the great maſters had ſat down 
* in nn He for the 
uretl. 25 
Abel and Thave nd admiſſion Wem 70 
times—he gazes at theſe wonderful per- 
formances with a fort of ſtupor that gives 
him the appearance of a ſtatue, and, from 
the cut of him, he might eaſily be miſtaken 
for one of as ancient a date as any in the 
Grand Duke's poſſeſſion. Here is the cele- 
brated Madonna della ſedia by Raphael. 
My eritic valet rivetted his eyes upon it 


with extreme. attention, and told me he 
pit; . E : 2 thought — 
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Gaght it a poor nfm. for the 
palace of the Grand Duke, for that he had 
frequently ſeen the like in an n. 
cottage. 

1 know not why I n your ladyſhip 
with the remarks of this bumkin, unleſs it 


is becauſe they entertain me, and have un- 
gqueſtionably a title to originality. In ſhort, 


I have very little doubt but that if an 
oran outang was looking at a puppet- 
ſhow, and one of [Raphael's beſt pictures 
placed by the ſide of it, punch and his wife 


might go to the devil. 


For carving work, the braſs doors of the 
baptiſtery adjoining the cathedral are held 
in great eſtimation—they are upon a large 
ſcale, containing ſquares of ſacred hiſtory 
moſt effectively told, and moſt delicately 
finiſhed.---Some one aſked Michael Angelo 

86 bis 
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his opinion of theſe doors: They are 
ſuch,” ſaid he, © as 1 expect to find at the 
entrance of heaven.” 

But to return to the gallery and 
have no thought of ſending you a cata- 
logue of its contents). The Bacchus by 
Michael Angelo is perhaps more worthy 
notice than the many ancient ſtatues found' 
at Herculaneum, &c. This figure looks ſo 
extremely drunk, that one almoſt doubts 
his non-exiſtence. The only abſurd thing 
in the apartment is a painting of Venus 
combing Cupid, 10 
I have frequently At walkin 
Abel into the tribune, to know his opinion 
of the Venus de Medicis ; but Abel has no 
taſte for ſtatuary ; and, unfortunately, juſt 
at the entrance is ar-intereſting ſcene'be- 
tween Joſeph and Potiphar's wife; the 
former is in the act of diſengaging himſelt 
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from the embrace of the latter, who is- 
unqueſtionably a moſt delicious ſpecimen 
of female frailty, juſt ſtepped out of bed, 
and endeavouring to. prevail on the un- 
defiled Joſeph to recline his head on 
Potiphar' s pillow.—-Abel gives Joſeph 
little credit for his ſelf-denial; and I had. 
occaſion to reprimand him for a licentious 
remark to this · effect. That he did not 
believe Joſeph would have been ſo ſhy, 
unleſs he had been afraid that Potiphas 
would catch him.” 5 411 
You are doubtleſs - a little dd 
madam, to know my opinion of the 
Venus de Medicis. The delicacy and 
beauty of this ſketch of human art are in- 
conceivable; no wonder that I am as ill 
able to deſcribe her to you, as all thoſe 
learned gentlemen who have been bold 
and unſucceſsful —_— to touch upon 
the dee — 


She 
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She is unqueſtionably rather under 
ſize; and I'think in point of height, much 
about the ſize of my little Welſh woman; 
though, i in Juſtice to the eternal truth of 
hiſtory, it muſt be confeſſed, © that the 
Venus de Medicis has ſome points which 
my. little Welſh woman has not.” The 
arms are modern; and, though ths 1 inge- 
nious artiſt may not have ſucceeded i in 
their Proportion ſo well as the immortal 
Greek, he hath probably excelled in the 
diſpoſition of them; or, at leaſt, preſerved 
that raviſhing delicacy which fo happily 


conceals from the eye of the beholder 
thoſe charms — — — 
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_ HOW completely a ſentence. is marr'd 
by the poverty of language i in expreſling 
the richneſs of a man's ideas; i though, I 
delieve upon the preſent occaſion, if the 
cream of all the known languages were 
culled, they would furniſh but a ſcanty 
ſupply. | : 
And fo here, gentle ks I muſt put 
an end to the deſcription of the Venus de 
Medicis, and requeſt the honour of your 
attendance in the gallery « of Florence « on 
ſome future occaſion ; for though. five 
minutes ago I had ſo far impoſed on my 
| ſenſes,” as to fancy that I was- actually 
writing from the tribune, with the lovely 
object of yniverſal admiration before my 
eyes; and, in order to give you her por- 


{' 


trait in all the glow of language I was 
maſter 
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maſter of, roſe, as 1 fondly thought, to 
take a turn or two along the corridors of 
the Grand Duke's gallery—alas! Thave 
ſtridden thrice, and run my head againſt a 
partition that brings me to the ſad remem- 
berance, that I am copying the original lerter 
to her ladyſtip for your peruſal, in a room of 
nine feet ſquare, in the ragged town of 
Wellingborough, Northamptonſhire.— | N 

A woeful change; and ſo contraſtical, 
that I would fain give you ſome idea of 
the difference between my appartment 
and the Grand Duke of Tuſcany's.— - 

My landlord is a ſurgeon and apothe- 
cary the room from whence I write 
faces the ſtreet; which, being neither 
ſplendid as the Roman Corſo; nor capa- 
cious as the Neapolitan Toledo, the tin- 
man oppoſite diſturbs me mightily. 

LES YT . We 
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We want not this muſician to play 
| ſocond to the domeſtic harmony ; for 
mine hoſt hath ſeveral ſmall children, and, 
though bimſelf as good-natured a fellow 
as ever was ruffled by family misfortunes, 
his better part is of a leſs temperate 
_ WUſpoſition 5 wherefore inheriting the 
mother's ſoible, theſe diſcontented babes 
continually do cry. Ty 

Ihe partition ae the nurſery and 
myſelf, is made of lath and plaſter; drilled 
with as many peep-holes as a cullender 3 
and in the druggary adjoining, the 
peſtle and mortar are for ever going. 
The back door opens to the church- 
yard, for the convenience I preſume of 
having an eye upon his old patients; or 
perhaps, of ſometimes bringing them 
again under his hands as A of diſ- 
ſection. . 
But 
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But though this is à ſmuggling ſort of 
a proceſs, a more accurate aſcertainment 
of the curious mechaniſm of the human 
frame may not be amiſs in theſe parts; 
for mine hoſt informs me, that your 
country ſurgeon now and then cuts 
through an artery in his way to a vien; 
ſays, that profuſe bleeding was nn 
and ſtops it with a ſtyptic. Te 
My bed-room looks directly down up- 
on the dreary manſions of the dead; a 
proſpect ſufficiently well adapted to a 
contemplative mind, was it not that. the 
pariſh chimes (which jingle oppoſite, and 
were originally ſet to one of David's 
pſalms, after the lively tranſlation of 
Sternhold and Hopkins) are now extreme- 


ly noiſy and confuſed. I 
In courſe of time it ſeems, theſe chimes 
became ſo crowded with ruſt and jack- 
E 6 das 
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_ daws' neſts, that the taſte of Sternhold 
and Hopkins began to be called in queſ- 
tion.—A ſhoe-bruſher, who was thought 
an object of parochial charity, had the 
charge of cleaning them.— After he had 
taken them to pieces, and bruſhed and 
doiled them well, he had forgotten the 
order in which they ſtood, and being little 
acquainted with the doftrines of har- 
mony, put them together as they came. 
And as he placed them ſo they play.— 

— Grand duke of Tuſcany, how whimſical | 
1s fortune! thou mighteſt have been the 
humble renter of this dreary: dwelling ; 
and I, the proudeſt deſpot . N 
an empire. 
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HAVING paſſed fourteen mornings ſue- 
ceſſively in the gallery and adjoining apart- 
ments, and fourteen afternoons in the 
beſt company I could get, (though by far 
the worſt that I have met with on the con- 
tinent) I advertized for a travellin g com- 
panion 200 
A couple of Knglifh were at Meggitt's 
hotel, a houſe * uſually frequented by 
gentlemen from this country, but a houſe 
which very few gentlemen find it con- 
venient to frequent who are going up 
Italy upon a wreck of about one fifth 
of two- hundred pounds, to convey them 
to the top of Mount Veſuvius, and back 


again to England, : 
| n ; | We 
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We ae for a ſort of coach and four 
to carry us the whole journey to Rome. 
—One of my companions had ſpent a. 
great deal of his time abroad, a ſon of an 
Engliſh” baronet, a very pleaſant well 
bred man.——The other was _ Nerf 
Wales. 4 | 
It is not . to 3 | 4 mY 
eatholics of Ireland, in many parts of 
both France and Italy, under the maſk of 
that emerge from North Wales, this was 
the only one I had ever ſeen abroad. 

Ile was a man it ſeems of a good old 
family, but was ſuppoſed to be likely to 
reflect no great luſtre upon it, from hav- 
ing taken to the Profeſſion of hiſtorical 
paintings a ſeience ſo little underſtood. by 
the generality of mankind, that he who 
has a taſte for it, is frequently looked upon 
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in no better light than, a figu- painter 
nor do I believe that it will acquire 


popularity from the gentleman in queſtion . 
for he ſeems to have over-rated his abili- 

ties as much in this, as in other reſpects. 
We left Florence before day-break, ſer 
the purpoſe of reaching the city of Sienna 
by dinner time.— The Welſhman ap- 
peared to be remarkably reſerved, and 
ſeldom ſpoke.— But he had a head like 
a humming top, and for ſeveral hours, 
never ceaſed practiſing the ſame dull 
tune. After breakfaſt however, in con- 
ſequence of the brandy with which. he. 
qualified his coffee, his baſhfulneſs be- 
gan to wear away, but there was ſtill 
an air of myſtery about him; he would 
frequently turn to me, and communicate 
a thing as well known as a.newſpaper- 
paragraph, with as cautious a/whiſper as 
if 


— 
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if he was eonning with a confederate on a 
| Shit againſt the ſtate, 0! | 
We arrived at Sienna about four, and 
fat down. to'a moſt excellent dinner 
with two Engliſhmen who had re- 
ſided there above a year, in conſequence 
of an attachment toa couple of married 
ladies.— 2 

As truly well bred men Ned do, 
our hoſts paid the moſt attention to him 
that deſerved i it the leaſt; and having diſ- 
covered the Welſhman's: favourite purſuit, 
immediately entered on * _ of 
painting. gn | | 

Our fellow-traveller Düzmebed up, ind. 
ſoon after dinner began to give us the 
whole hiſtory of himſelf —Amon gſt other 
things, he was a three-bottled man ; one 
bottle however ſeemed reſolved on con- 
__ and the effect of the wine very ſoon 
5 made 
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made its appearance. —He had gradually 
raiſed his voice to ſuch a pitch, that it 
was almoſt impoſſible to bear it—it be- 
came as powerful and piercing as a bugle- 
horn; to which his ſkull (for he had by 
ſome accident loſt the roof of his mouth, 
| and nature had taken care that there 
ſhould be no other . intermediate fub- 
ance) fed 8 8 fort el Founding 


board. . et 0g ld bo voids Sliod 
I never fat down with a Peri 
man in my life, who hath not miſtaken 
the centre of gravity in the courſe of the 
evening ;——accordin gly about two hours 
after the dinner was removed, our young 
Sir Joſhua loſt the perpendicular, and fell 
15 den the Sen en ſnoring 


fulfciently how the level of the a * | 
larel him from ene by placing an 
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empty bottle beben it, and Wrapping a 
napkin round by way of pillow-caſe; and 
hen we went to bed we left a large tum- 
bler of ſtrong gin and water byhis ww 
in caſe he ſhould be thirſty in the niglt. 
Sienna is an ancient, well- built city, ſo 
beautifully ſituated chat it is viſible at the 
diſtance of twelve miles on every ſide 
The cathedral is a noble gotfic edifice, 
| built chiefly of black marble. The popd- 
lation does not exceed one third of what 
it was in former kimes.— The ptreſt 
language in Italy is ſpoken there; and 
che women are particularly beautiful; b 
we hurried off very early the next morñ- 
ing, left the ſame faſcination ſhould act 
upon us, that ſeemed likely to detain our 
friends there for the remainder of thetr 
© Aﬀter a twelve hours' trance the Welſh- 
man 
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man aroſe and walked into the breakfaſt 
room -a perfect picture of one juſt riſen 
from the dead. He ſtared wildly round 
him, and ſaid he had been in the regions 
of the bleſſed ſince laſt he ſaw us, but that 
the pangs of mortality were now return- 
ing.--His eyes were ſunk into their ſock- 
etshis head aked violently—he- ſhook 
it, and modeſtly refigned the title of a 
| three-bottled man; after which concef- 
ſion, the three Engliſhmen, Abel, and my» 
ſelf, lifted him into the voiture, and walk- 
ed into the back- yard of * in w_— 
of our viturino. al 
We found him, his four beaſts, ante + 
fair one of the country, lying indiſcrimi- 
nately in an open ſtable; and, having 
rouſed him. made an apology for this 
early intruſion; —The . parting between 
him and his dulcinea was truly affecting. 
3 5 21 all 
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—He kiſſed her with uncommon rapture. 
bade her adieu-then walked a yard or 
two, and turned about, and caught her 
| In his arms agam--then took his laſt fare- 
well, and quitted her once more, and 
ſwore he would return on ſuch a night, 
at ſuch an hour, and lock her in his arms 
again on this fame bed of ſtraw.— 
| Tcould not help reflecting on that joy- 

tefs inſincerity that uſually! n ae 
into the embraces of the great. Sits 
Here was no bed of down--embroider- 
ed canopy or gilded | teſter, to make a 
luxury of love Their humble covering 
correſponded with the materials beneath; 
—it was a flitnfy. roof of thatch, that 
barely ſcreened them from the coldneſs of 
the ni ght—the owls had burrowed many 
a hole through it—the ſtars alone were 
conſcious of their loves, and kindly wink- 
ed at their delights. 


Our 
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Our driver (a hale ſwarthy fellow, who 
well deſerved the appellation, for he 


marched three-fourths'of the journey) o- 


caſionally reminded his mules of their 
buſineſs by the application of a waggon» 
whip, followed up by.a language totally: 
novel to us; but which poſſibly they, 
from the conſtant intercourſe that exiſted. 
between man and beaſt, completely, 
comprehended, though they paid but 
little attention to its meaning. 5 m5: 
Me paſſed two miſerable nights at mi- 
ſerable inns; and what added to the tedi- 
ouſneſs of the journey was, that we could 
never prevail upon our conductor to ſtir 
one inch after ſun-fet, though he uſually: 

ſtirred us an hour or two before it roſe, 
During this time We paſſed by Cluſium 
and other places of claſſic record. On 
the mountains were vaſt fragments of 
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rocks "thrown up by volcanos that are 
now extinct; and in the vallies ragged 
remains of ancient towns, which former 
Popes had cauſed to be deſtroyed, in von- 
fequence of the badneſs of the air, which 
had nearly annihilated their population. 
During this time the Welſhman ſtill 
remained ſtupified. Abel chuckled 
much at the ſuperiority of entertainment 
his own abſurdity afforded, till we 
arrived at Monte Roſi, where a female, 
well worthy the attention of à natural 
phiiloſopher, fat in the bar of the coffee 
Houſe; who! begaw to relumine the for- 
mer, and gave us hopes that he might 
be à decent companion during the re- 
mainder of the journey: As the hour of 
ditiner' approached he began to abound 
with the miraculous, and gave us ſurpriz- 
ing ' anecdotes of the proweſs of his 


countrymen. 
There 
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There was god ordinary at Viterbo, 
juſt ſerved up at the hotel as we arrived. | 
The expence was aboutanEngliſh ſhilling, 
which we fairly had out in wit; but as! 
converſation was a noniſubftantial;; and 
attic falt- coſt the landlord nothing, we 
ate, and faith in ſuch à manner that a 
bye ſtander would have ane e 
owed him à grudge -H 

There was 4 Ra of genuine 1 
wit and brilliant repartee —he had tra- "rs 
velledi from a child ſpoke all modern 
languages with prodigious fluency had 
paſſed a great deal of his time in England 
knew the cuſtoms of the country, and | 
the very foibles of its inhabitants and 
would now and then throw in à pat 
quotation from the illuſtrĩous Joſeph 
Miller, (who was his favourite IE 
with humour and: fuccefs.  _.- 


+ 


5 The 


bas. 


* 


% 
/ \ C 


A RAMBLE- ART 


The Welſhman unguardedly took the 
lead he had a trick of ſtretching truth 
to ſuch an extent of probability, that one 
hardly knew it again.— The Frenchman 
was reſolved to lay him on his bac. 

As what is before the 8 ſenſes uſually 
ſuggeſts the ſubject of converſation, our 
topic was the ſplendid entertainments of 
the - Genoeſe nobles, —But theſe were 
luncheons to what the Welſhman had 
ſeen at Sir W. W. W——'s. He had 
known twenty cooks employed in the 
houſe at one time. Aye, quoth the 
Frenchman; archly Every man, Sir, 1 
ſuppoſe, toaſted his own cheeſe. 

The Welſhman was ſo completely 
let into the light of bimſelf, that he ſpoke 
very little during the remainder of our 
journey; but, as his jaws were in the 
habit of going, he purchaſed ſome pipes 

4 of 
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of unboiled macaroni, to keep them in 
practice from one houſe of accommoda- | 
tion to the other. 

Our adventures at Rome ſhall be the 


ſubje& of my next.— 
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\ SIXTEEN miles ſhort of Rome, whilſt I 
and my companions were faſt aſleep, Abel 
ſtarted up and cheered us with a tallyho! 
5 fox had juſt croſſed before the car- 
| riage ; and, as I had a great curioſity to 
ſe#a Roman fox, I jumped out and fol- 
lowed him with my eyes as far as they 
would permit me—He was marked in a 
very extraordinary manner with ſpots of 
various colours, and had a-bruſh like a 
painted truncheon ; but as the day was 
remarkably clear, a much more magni- 
ficent object arreſted my attention Even 
the dome of St. Peter's, and the mighty 


batjlements of Rome. 3 
5 195 
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No wonder Haase halted here, to 
feaſt his eye up the plains of Italy, and 
the city that c controuled the em ire of 1 
wort! Gi rom 

I walked FPS the hill, San of 
the viturino touching the ſaid Hannibal 
_ —whether he knew any thing of him 
or whether he had ever ſeen the Roman 
eagles—* he knew nothing of Hannibal, . 
he ſaid, OWN Wt birds 
in thoſe parts.” 1 

The entrance to Rome by the Poor del 
Popola is extremely grand; not ſo much 


1 


on account of the magnificence of the 


ſtructure, as that the three principal 
ſtreets go off at different angles; each a 
mile in a ſtrait line, and all t ag 
you at once. f 
Having given our names to the officer 
of the gate, we were drawn to the de- 
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gana, or houſe of examination. I had un- 
fortunately, amongſt a dozen volumes 
- which1 uſually carried about me, a com- 
mon prayer book. My little library was 
immediately ſeized, and as ſoon as the 
literati had examined it, a detainer was 

iſſued againſt the proprietor: The crime 
alledged, that Thad endeavoured to ſmug- 
gle the ſpirit of Proteſtantiſm into the 
very cuſtom-houſe of Roman Catholic ſu- 
perſtition. At the inſtance, however, of 
the banker, who aſſured them I had no in- 
tentions of ſupplanting the Pope, I Was 
ſuffered to depart—but the books were 
withdeld; and ſome days after I ſent a 
truſty ſervant to demand them, Who 
brought back all except two, which he 
was aſſured would not be returned; theſe 


were handſomely gilt and bound; and 
within: a week I found * upon ſale at 
| 0 Aa print- 
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7 Wiley but was adviſed not to ſtir in 
the buſineſs, for that my truſty ſervant 
would in all probability ſeek his revenge, 
by ſheathing the blade of his ſtiletto in 
ſome vital part about me. | 
As ſoon as I had ſecured an apartment 
at the hotel to which we were recommend- | 
ed (and to which I will take great care 
never to recommend any body elſe)—E 
haſtened to the Vatican; unable to reſt till 
Thad gratified my eyes with a ſight oh the 
Apollo, Laocoon, Antinous, &c. &cc. Kc. 
and I have great pleaſure in aſſuring you 
that they exceed my moſt ſanguine ex- 
_ pettations, ſtand preciſely where they did; 
and are taken all poſhble care of, even to 
the ſhaking a ſack of old rubbim over 


them every now and then to give them 
more the appearance of antiquity.— 
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Ale particulars of this amazing city 1 
nean to reſerve for the long evenings in 
England, for a doggerel catalogue of the 
curioſities of Rome would afford little 
Ny gratification to a man that is idle enough 
to ſit down and read ſuch a medley as 


155 his- and as for a deſoription of them, Iam 


ſorry that ſo many learned gentlemen have 
employed their talents to ſo little purpoſe. 
1 Sumite materiam veſirs qui! i leribitis Wl . 

| 1 Viri * 6 . 
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be ef a very ENF PEI: 
weg fellow; and one whoſe advice 
no one is more inclined to follow than my- 
ſelf - Beſides, experience hath proved to 
me, that the trowel, the chiſſel, and the 
bruſh, are capable of expreſſing languages 
that have never been communicated to 
the pen, or the printing - office. 
1 pe nt? r 
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There is a quarter in all capitals, where 
it is almoſt. neceſſary. for a gentleman to 
dwell—it, gives a man à currency in the, 
faſhionable. circles. 10 bane n of 

MNoſcitur a ſocio is . 1 1 ˖ 
very | antient date; and from the . preſent. 


inhabitants of the pariſhes that are called 


after them, I have no doubt but there 
was a greater: contraſt between the man- 
ners and courtly appearance of St. Giles 
anck St. James, than of any two ſaints i upon 
the calendar. 1 be n 


ITrhied me, 3 to the Pinkra di 


Spagna; and from thence to the Corſo 
ſon that a man's reſidence be in one af 


theſe, it is a matter of indifference: he- 
ther it be up ſtairs or down, eſpecially 


among people who have fo little idea vf 

hofpitality as the Romans for a meſſage 

is uſually left at the door, and requires no 
anſwer. 


F 4 When 


1 A RAM n 
When in queſt of a lodging, I have been 
| frequently taken for an aſtronomer ; for 1 
never think of paying the leaſt attention 
to the firſt, ſecond, or third floor, but in 
reſpect to the fourth; fifth, and ſixth, no 
man's me is more in. 1'the habits of catek· 
ng ö at | G EAN. 
: LODGINGS. To EBT 4 19718 
Accordingly in the fifth ſtory of the Corfo, 
I hired a tolerable apartment, at the rate 
of fifteen ſhillings a month—It was ex 
tremely tremendous to look down! from, 
but advantageous in other reſpects; for 
though I had a complete view of every 
one that paſſed, no one could fee me with- 
out running the riſk of a crick in the neck. 


There was a very numerous and a very | 
ſociable ſet of Engliſh at Rome; but as 
En gliſn ſociety was not the object I came 
to Rome in ſearch of, I viſited a few. 
| 2 friends 


Ny 
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friends 4 whom I had either known at 
home, or had been previouſly acquainted 
with abroad For people move up Italy like 
a regiment of wooden ſoldiers acroſs a ſtage; 
the ſame company is always together. - 

For three weeks I was never off my | 
legs from breakfaſt time till it was dark ; 
and as ſoon as I had taken refreſhment, | 
which was uſually of the feathered ſort 
(for people eat jack-daws, jays, „lagpies, 
bats, robins, and tom-tits at Rome), I 
ſpent the remainder of the evening with, 

an Italian maſter, converſing on the won- 
derful things which I had ſeen in the 
courſe of the day. , 

I accordingly made a dae of malt 
ing no ceremonioas invitations to card) * 
parties, &c. uſually excuſing myſelf in as, 
* and reſpectful terms as n 

I have the honour to be. 


| Yours, &c.. 
' | LETTER 
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F I DOUBT: ! whether d theſe common 
6ccurrefices are not of too familiar 4 ſort 

for & man of your imagination to reliſh— 
Vou want a little gallantry to give à got 
to ameedote.— In France it is as difficult 
to ſteer clear of adventures of that de- 
ſeription, as it is in Italy to put oneſelf 
in the way of them. Whether from ex- 
ample er elimate 1 know not, but I 20²0 
ſometimes doubt whether an ancient 

ſtatue is not a handſomer thing than a 

modern fine woman; and accident hath 

hrown in ene a fair opportunity of 
: HO making. 


- 
— 
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making daily compariſons ; for at the foot 


of my bed I have a fmall window that 


looks into a neighbour's nurſery; whete' a 
tolerable g00d-looking wench bas the 


care of an infant of quality; and, whether 


for the purpoſe ns | eee her own' 
charms; or thoſe of the babe, ſhe fre- 
quently draws back the curtain 

Ide manner in which the Italians treat 


their infants ſeems to be às barbarous as 


it is monſtrous. Bandages of flannel are 
ſwathed from their feet to their ſhoulders; 
ſo tight that they can hardly perform the 
functions of nature.— They lie muß 
and look like little Egyptian mummies.— 
Their legs and thighs ſoon become bt ; 


equal diameter. Nature break 8 but - we? 
place that is clear of conſinement), and 


F 6 hence, 


— ꝗ — 
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hence, I believe, arife the eternal deformi- 5 
ties one meets with in Italy. 
The Engliſh and French are a great 
deal more graceful in their perſons, and 
manly in their ſtature, from the liberty 
given to their limbs, and the natural cir- 
culation of the blood; but in other reſpects 
the treatment of children both in Italy 
and France is infinitely more conſiſtent 
than ours; for they are never viſible till 
years of maturity render them proper 
objects of ſociety, and are kept conſtantly 
under the eye of their tutor or governeſs. 
There is, therefore, an error in the edu- 
cation of infants ariſing from the fondneſs 
or folly of Engliſh mothers, with which 
our neighbours on the continent take 
' ſpecial care never to annoy ſociety. Dur- 
ing the whole time of dinner you are 
uſually 
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| uſually entertained: with a catalogue of 
the exploits of the firſt-born—the cloth is 
no ſooner removed than this prodigy is 
uſhered into the room; when, if you wiſh 
to pay court to the mother (whether on 
account of her charms; ox, in order to 
ſecure you in future the: ſins of the turbot) F 
you muſt, patiently endure him on you 
knee—lifien to all the ſage remarks he is- 
diſpoſed to make peak of his ſagacity 
with admiration—cram him with all the 
beſt fruit at table and are ſeldom releaſ ed. 
from your purgatory till he is order ed to. 
be removed becauſe his. ſtomach com- 
plains | of your kindneſs, and he has 
broken as many glaſſes and deſert plates 
as a monkey let looſe in a china-ſhop./ 
- This is an animal that the people of 
faſhion in France have the good ſenſe 
never to bring into company; but I one 
day 


= 
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day met with a ſamplb of the ordinary 
fort, marching on! the Boulevards at Paris, 
(which though little to do-with: the city of 
Rome) I beg leave to mention as touching 
the contraſt of education and training. 
He was a brawny, martial looking boy, 
that ſtood like aToloſſus---ho:wore a tur- 
ban on his head, fringed round with hal- 
berd-ſpikes, and had a little braſs cannon 
for a play-thin g.—His mother held him by 
the hand. She was a ſwarthy: hag, with 
a countenance of that ſhining hue that 
gave her the appearance of a varniſhed. 
blackamoor.—I queſtioned her as to the 
father of this brave boy his mode of edu- 
cation, &c. She told me he had fed on 
butcher's meat from three days old, having 
taken a natural diſlike to the ufual chan- 
nel of nutrition from the moment he was 
"RR was in no- wiſe :aſtoniſhed at the 
fqueam- 
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ſqueamiſhneſs of this taſty babe).-—She 
then ſaid, - doubtingly, that his father 
was one of the regiment of the king's 
Swiſs guards—that he intended his ſon to 
be a warrior, and had therefore given him 
the · education of count Fathom ; having 

taught bim at eleven weeks old to ſuck 
brandy, impregnated with EPs 
through the touch-hole- of his little can- 

DUE denne 
No let me give you a reliſh” fo! your- 
claſſical palate. When aà man hath in- 
dulged himſelf with gazing at the ſtupen- 
dous architecture of the Romans, the ex- 
quiſite ſculpture of the Greeks, and the 
immortal paintings of the old maſters, 
(which two latter have-been collected from 
the bowels of the earth, and from all the 
choice cabinets of Europe) he will find a 
—_ , of gratification in viſtingithe- | 

[20 ruins, 
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ruins of the Roman villas, Tivoli, Freſcati, 
and the camp of old Hannibal. 

Ihe latter ſtood upon a mountain that 
looks down upon the very battlements of 
Rome. —Iis army was ſomewhat ſheltered 
by the crater of an old volcano, ſo im- 
menſe that it almoſt encircled it; adjoining + 
was a plain where | they Were kept in 
health and exerciſe; and here this hardy 155 
veteran paſſed one of the ſevereſt winters 


ever known, after having loſt an eye in 


traverſing the Alps and Appenines. 
From hence I accompanied a friend of 
much ſcience and diligent reſearch to 
Tivoli. 1 7 4405 | 
Adjoining was the celebrated Sabine 
farm of Horace—its ruins ſtand right oppo- 
ſite the ſtately villa of Mæcenas- before his 
_ windows fell the whole body of the Anio— 
an immenſe fall of water down craggy 
128 1 rocks 


\ 
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rocks- nearly three hundred feet perpen- 
dicular— Around him lived Lepidus, Ca- 
tullus, and Propertius, within the trumpets 
call that uſually announced their patron's' 
dinner: —Hard by is the grotto of Nep- 7 


tune, and a beautiful Ionic temple, now” 
the property of a vile inn-keeper, tenanted 
by toads and beaſts of burthen. 

There is a pleaſure in wandering about 
theſe claſſic grounds that adds enchant- 
ment to the ſcene—here'you ſaunter along 
the banks where Horace uſed to walk—. 
the very library where he uſed to read— 
the little domeſtic temple where he uſed \. 
to pray—you feel almoſt inclined to fall „ 
down before the ruins of a Pa gan altar, 
to kneel upon the ſame ſtone that Horace 
did; and this delightful ſpot is now the 
property of a few ſtupid friars, who ſeem 
/ 46-wiſe enlightened by the ſacred grquad 
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an Which they have, the privilege to 
tread. oo if en bitte! wiſhes 

» I haye/a Gems in 1 
ſcene, which the. conchut uſion of es letter 


aur as well give you an opportunity of 
enjoying alſo. SHO 115511345060) 8: bits enn 
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Nome. 


WHAT to do with my ſhallow domeſtic 
| know not- -the fellow hath been per- 
verted by an Iriſh renegado, and is croſſing 
his forehead and beating his breaſt befors 
every Virgin Mary he paſſes:—if btake 
him to a church there is no getting him 
away; and if I leave him at home I am 
obliged, when J return, to 8⁰ to the 


churches to find him. 580 1 11 13 5 Gr 


As the holy week is at e 
are flocking in from all parts of the globe. 
Previous to their partaking of the 
rage pardon, it is required that they 
ſhall 


116 & RAMBLE | 
ſhall have paid their adoration to the cru- 
cifix at the top of the ſtair-caſe that was. 
brought from. Jeruſalem ; and which is. 
ſaid to be taken from Pontius Pilate's 
houſe ; being the ſame that our Saviour 
frequently aſcended to undergo examina- 
tion, | 
1 have pradtiſed myſelf to look at the 
Catholic ceremonies with temper ; but 
this ſcene was ſo infinitely ridiculous, that; 
without any. evil. intentions, I threw a 
whole body of pilgrims into the utmoſt 
conſternation 
Ihe ſtair-caſe conſiſts of PAS 
a marble ſteps; each of which may 
hold about ten people abreaſt, and at this 
ſeaſon of the year it is conſtantly crowd- 
ed. — The pope himſelf durſt not mount 
it on his feet, —Upwards of two hundred 
pilgrims were at this inſtant aſcending, to 
2281 
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pay homage to the crucifix, on their knees, 
and in this attitude moving on from ſtep 


to ſtep towards the top—Figure to your- 


ſelf this group - They firſt appeared to me 


to be afflicted with the hip gout they 
moved like horſes with the firinghalt—I 
could ſtill have borne it all, had I not ſeen 


Abel grubbing on in the miſtd of them, 


which made me burſt into ſuch a fit of 
laughter, that the holy ones were thrown 
into ſuch a ſcene of confuſion as you have 


never witneſſed. Suddenly recollecting the 


expence of pluſh breeches, I commanded 
Abel todeſcend. —Enthuſtaſm had deafen- 
ed him to every wordly conſideration ;= 2— 

and, what added to my chagrin was, that 4 
the pilgrims had greatly the advantage of 
him, ten out of eleven being ſans culottes 
—ſo ding all remonſtance ineffectual, 1 


waited 
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waited to ſee the concluſion * the: cere- 
mony. Netter gr tart 
Ihe holy n at the top contains 
a ſplendid crucifix, ſurrounded by about 
a dozen portable ſaints, which are fhewn 

off by a ſtrong light in the back ground; 
and it has much the appearance of a wa- 
gie lantern. As the pilgrims advance they 
batter their foreheads againſt the upper 
ſtep, more or leſs according to their ſu- 
perſtition, or the weight of ſin that over- 
whelms them; and then, as the Cams me- 
thod of deſcent, being as I have informed 
you, upon their knees, might poſſibly be 
more rapid, they go off at the top thro 
two narrow paſſages or defiles that look 
uke a couple of cracks in the wall; which, 
I ſuppoſe, are intended to anſwer the pur- 
poſe of a weighing machine, to aſcertain 
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ber much em Wenne 


a 91 of > JF ern 10 
It. eee ee not uſed 


the ſame artificial means of reducing 


themſelves, that à Newmarket jockey 


does; by wearing a dozen flannel Waiſt⸗ 


coats at a time, for moſt of them were 


barely covered with the remnant of à ſhirt 


hat faſting might have done I know 
not, but am apt to give very little credit 
to the effect of their prayers. Indeed there 
was a more natural way of accounting for 


their leanneſs, as moſt of them had walked 


ſome hundreds of miles previous to the ce- 
remony;; and we may diſcover a caufe for 


the ſtrange attitude whick they uſed en 


the occaſion, by conjecturing, that being 


leg - weary, they had e . knoes BY 


by way of d change. 1572 1a9forv 8 
l n well 3 
for 
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: for a mortified taper: catholic, Gia two 
of whom J have ſeen towards the conclu 
ſion of Lent; reduced to ſuch a point that 
one might almoſt have threaded a bodkin 
with them) but in nowiſe anfwered the 
purpoſe of your portly welbfed ꝓroteſtant; 
fo Abel, as was eaſy to foreſee, ſtuck faſt 
in the middle ſeveral of them endeavour- 
ed to pull him through; till at laſt he was 
ſo completely wedged in that he could 
neither get backwards nor forwards- 
Finding him in this ſituation, the pil- 
grims were ſuddenly diſarmed of ſufficient 
ſtrength to withſtand the temptations of 
their old pilfering ſyltem; ſo one ran 
away with his hat, another clawed hold 
of his hair, and had very nearly ſcalped 
him, ſuppoſing it to be a wig—In ſhort, 
5 after a violent exertion, Abel effected his 

eſcape, and 5 to make no more 
. 05 : religious 


*% - 
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religious experiments for-the preſent ; but 


"ih perſuaded that he ſhould never have guts) 


through, had it not been for the interfer- 


ence of the crucifix and portable ſaints; 
Hard by this holy ſtaircaſe, is the wall 
under which Beliſarius begged—Belifarius 


was not there; but in his room lay a lub- 


bard baſking in the ſun, with whom 
entered into converſation. From his firſt Is 
appearance I concluded him to be in the 


laſt ſtage of a dropſy; till J found by his 
ſtory, and the more forcible application of 
my , hand, that my eyes had deceived. me. 
He informed me that he was of a very in- 
inactive diſpoſition; ; and that rather than 


| ſubmit to any ſort of bodily fatigue, he 
had uſed himſelf to ſubſiſt on the little | 
ſupport he could derive from the contribu-' | 


tions of the charitable— That this dropfi- 
cal appearance had ariſen from his having 
Vol. II. G been 
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been obliged to live in the moſt peſtilenti- 
ous parts of Rome; that it had increaſed 
from being conſtantly expoſed to the night 
air; and that at length the whole protu- 

berance, which is uſually encircled by a 

wailtcoat, had become caſed like the back 

of a turtle. 

On enquiry concerning the as of this 
phenomenon, I found that many of the 
loweſt claſs of people, who were from 
neceſſity obliged to reſide in that moſt 

unwholeſome part of Rome towards the 
Tiber, were in the ſame predicament; 
and in this ſituation had been frequently 
known to hold out to a-much greater age 
than will ny be the lot either of 
you, or 


Y our's truly, &c. 
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A ND fo the brilliant Heloiſe hath at 


length made her appearance in the 


London circles -I am not aſtoniſhed at 
the raptures with which men view her=— - 
Had vou found her leſs beautiful, you 
might have reaſonably accuſed me of hav- _ 
ing been too laviſh in her praiſes when 1 

wrote from Paris; and, had ſhe been leſs 
admired, I ſhould have had to lament 
that all taſte was at an end in England. 
Tell her how much I rejoice to hear that 
the old family contract is broken off, —A 
few ſamples of matrimonial felicity on 


our fide of the water, will teach her to 


value man, and how to love as we do. 
G 2 I have 
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| I have juſt received a packet. 3 
Bullion (my banker at Marſeilles) in 
forming me that ſome hampers of wine 

are lodged there from Montauban.—It is | 

a preſent from that good old man, who 

claſped the wretched daughter to his 

heart, whom I had once the happineſs to 
reſcue - within the packet was a letter 
from himſelf, apologizing for the trifling 
preſent he had ſent me. He tells me that 

Montauban is hardly big enough to hold 

their happineſs; and, after ſome reflections 

on the recovery of his long-loſt child, he 

informs me that he hath promiſed all his 
neighbours to hold an annual feaſt upon 
te day —and then concludes with ſaying, 
that a wealthy wine merchant of Bour- 
deaux hath demanded: her in marriage. 
hen follows, in Marianne's own hand- 
writing, a poſtſcript that probed me to the 
quick— 
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quick It ſtated that I, who had been the 
inſtrument of the preſent happineſs, had 
the beſt right to the diſpoſal of the future; 
and her paragraph concludes with a 
compliment I had little reaſon to expect; 
even to know whether ſhe has my con- 
ſent!— 

On reading this I roſes and took a turn 
or two acroſs the room; and then ſat 
down again; and found myſelf in ſuch a 
ſtate of ſtrange emotion, that when Flook- 
ed within me, I never felt myſelf ſo great 
a wretch-—-then took a pen, and ſtrait- 
way wrote down © Ves; and ſent it to 
poſt the moment I had ſealed it, leſt the 
infirmity of my nature ſhould tempt me 
to be a ſcoundrel. How deſpicable was 
it thus to heſitate !---- | 

Believe me, 1 Lam in no danger 
| row the Roman ladies-—the women of 


„ quality 
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quality here are in general extremely ugly; 


> 
* 


and from that unhallowed intercourſe 
that 1s carried on amongſt them, they are : 


no more like the dames of better times, 


than the grub is to the filk-worm from 
which it is produced. Indeed I much 
queſtion whether they can give a more 
rational account of their pedigree than 
the ſaid grub. | 
Women of the middle rank have in 
general the true Roman face, as may be 
ſeen from their reſemblance to the ancient 
ſtatues; which proves that their line of 
deſcent hath not been broken by the 
ſame plan of commerce as that of the 
great, who have uſually a feature which 
ſeems to acknowledge a relationſhip to 
mery nation upon earth. | 
At an annual ceremony which took 


place a few days fince at the church call- 
ed 
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ed La Minerva, I ſaw a few girls of the 
former deſcription extremely beautiful. 
Izmhis is a ſingular cuſtom.— The pope, 
attended by the cardinals in chariots of 
ſtate, advances to the door. 

He is there raiſed on men's feb 
ers in a ſplendid chair, and carried 
round the church, diſtributing his bene- 
dition to all he paſſes—-ſome ſacred 


muſic follows, at the concluſion of which 8 


an hundred virgins advance in regular 
proceſſion, coupled to one another by a 
double ring, and each holding a lighted 
taper in her hand.-—Such as wiſh to. 


marry are immediately releaſed ; and his 


holineſs preſents a portion of thirty 8 . 


crowns to every one that is demanded on 
the ſpot, provided the perſon who de- 
mands her produces the ſame ſum.— 
Thoſe who prefer the veil (which to my 
64 aſtoniſhment 
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aſtoniſhment conſiſted of by far the greater 


Part of them) return coupled to the con- 


vent, in which they are ſhut up for ever. 
The women of Florence are moſtly 
very pretty, but they have a diſagreeable 
method of gutturizing, like the common 
people of North Wales. One hardly feels 
an inclination to come into, contact with 
the pouting lip through which this 
hideous croaking paſſes. They look as if 
they pouted from diſguſt, 
The holy week is at hand, after which 
Tfhall proceed to Naples; and as ſoon as 
this faſhionable part of my education is 
completed, I fly to you and Heloiſe ſwift- 
er than light—and tell you wondrous 
tales about Elyfian Fields, and cities 
under ground, and burning mountains— 
# and ſo beguile the winter evenings ;—and 
then at night ſtalk gently up the ſtairs, 
and 
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and ſlip a piece of bride-cake from 


| Montauban, beneath the envied pillow 


that hugs the alabaſter neck of Heloiſe—- 
and in the morning ſwing with her in 
Merlin's flying car—Oh! how the 
French women love ſwinging ! 

Perdition catch that gloomy wretch 
who ſwears that man hath no enjoyment | 
here !-—Thou caitiff; calleſt thou it not 
bliſs, to float along 'twixt earth and 
heaven, claſping an angel in thme arms! 
—lt is a foretaſte——-—hold! my brain 


ſwims.—How wears the Moon 


tn tt Att. att a * * 
— — — 


loving maddam, Y 

bleſs us, maſters ſtark ſtaring mad. he | 
vows heel flea me a live if i dont fend 
this letter to u. and ſo i ſends it. | : 


| abel veal F 
room the 26th. of march 
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LETTER XIII. 
R. 5 ESQ 


Rome, 
IT is now the holy week; a time, when 
all nations' that acknowled ge the ſupre- 
macy of the Pope, are collected together 
in one focus, to partake of the genial in- 
fluence of his bleſſing. Gueſs what a 
crowd. there is at Rome. 
The miſerere, = ho muſic upon 


this occaſion, is the moſt exquiſite and 


R oh ep 3 


touching in the world —The Pope, the 
cardinals, the En eur. and fuch 2 


* — — * 


Vatican chapel towards the ſettin g 15 
18 % .c:>; Siehe 


* r 2 * 5 1 
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which at once throws a light on that . 
ſtu pendous work of Michael Angelos, 
the general judgment ; which prepares 
the mind for the ſolemn feaſt that is to 
follow. | 
As there 1s little twilight, darkneſs is 
uſhered in with a few tapers-—ſudden- 
ly they are all extinguithed, and the 
whole company remain inviſible to each 
other.—-The moſt heavenly muſic com- 
mences—the ſounds feem to proceed from 
every quarter around you, and yet the 
voices are in moſt perfect uniſon— have 
never felt ſo ſtrange an emotion as this 
the eunuchs that perform theſe anthems 
have yearly ſtipends, and are diſqualified 
from taking a part in any other muſio 
whatſoever, leſt their tones or 4608 
ſhould be corrupted: -- 2665 yh 
On the following morning the . 
G 6 company 


ſ 
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company is again aſſembled, when“ his 
Holineſs condeſcends to waſh the feet of 
twelve por priefts.—A pail is literally 
carried round from man to man; the 
Pope puts on a ſort of butcher's apron, 
ſtrips his arms bare, ſouſes each man's 
foot into the water, and waſhes it in imi- 
tation of his lord and maſter. 

* Theſe poor fellows appeared never to 
have been in good company before, 
and to be much more fenſible of the 
painfulneſs of their ſituation, than. of 
the high honour that was done them. 
This affectation of humility in his Ho- 
lineſs, however, appeared to. be not leſs 
blaſphemous than abſurd ; and is no ſooner 
over, than the great Vicar. of- Chriſt re- 


aſſumes his pontifical regalia, aſcends a 
coſtly chair of ſtate, and is carried in 
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Eaſtern pomp upon the ſhoulders of his 
vaſſals into the centre window of St. 
Peter's; where, leſt the ſun ſhould ſcoreh 
his ſacred head, he is placed under an 
embroidered canopy, ſupported by: the 
cardinals and biſhops. £ 

This ſpectacle was more intereſting 
than the waſhing ſcene.— About 69,000 
people were aſſembled, who at once drops» 
ped upon their knees, uncovered; and: 
whilſt they were beating their foreheads 
on the pavement, thumping their breafts, 

and appearing to be in a violent paſſion; 
| this old impoſtor raiſed. himſelf with a 
majeſtic air, and dealt God's pardon 
around him with the authority of one 
deſcended with divine — from 
the Throne of Grace. | 

At once the heavens were mob 7 rent 
by the cannon at the caſtle of St. Angelo, 


which _ 
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which, at a ſignal given, announce the 
joyful moment of re I by one 
general exploſion. | 
The whole maſs of people believe then 
felves to be inſtantly purified from all fin, 
and waſhed as clean as the apoſtles' feet; 
the deluded, confequently looking for- 
ward to the return of the anniverſary, 
ſwell ane w their black catalogue of vices, 
and begin a freſh ſcore of nen . 
ieee e e... en Hike 
The evening concludes with A -moft 
brilliant firework ; to furniſh which two 
thouſand crowns are allowed from the 
public! cheſt—it is exhibited from the 
caſtle of St. Angelo, which is built on the 
immenſe tomb of Adrian, ctoſe to the 
Tiber I hired a window acrofs the wa- 
ter, which added infinitely to the effect. 
Jn concluſion is the * ſcene I 
ever 
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ever ſaw —In Imitation of an eruption of 
Mount Vefuvius, the whole atmoſphere - 
is at once illuminated by a diſcharge of 
five thouſand ſky rockets. | 

At night the Operas re-commence, 
which are diſcontinued during the whole 
of Lent ; but as females are never ſuffered 
to perform at the grand theatre, the 
ſpeQtacle is rendered extremely diſguſting 
by thoſe unwieldy eunuchs who waddle 
about the ſtage in women's clothes. 

Saint Peter's and the Vatican Library. 
contain two things in which an Engliſh- 
man is particularly intereſted.—-In the 
former, amongſt others, is a very ſplendid 
monument to a wife of the Pretender, en- 
titled. Queen of England.“ And in 
the latter, are ſome original love letters to 
Anna Bullen, i in. the hand-writing;of our 
b the Eighth—His compliments are 


waned eonveyed 
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conveyed with infinite delicacy, and the 
language is chafte and elegant. —He 
compares his love for her to the ſun in 
ſummer 3 the further he is from her the 
more it warms him. | 

Several receptacles for Friſh Saite 
are eſtabliſhed at Rome. In one of them 
the ceremony of interment is never uſed— 
on entering the convent; I was ſhewn thro? 
ſeveral apartments furniſhed with dead 
monks—as ſoon as a brother hath breath- 
ed his laſt, he is embalmed with a pre- 


ſervative againſt putrefaction, dreſſed up 


in the garb he uſually wore, and feated 
on a fort of bench, with a label ſetting 
forth his age and the day he died. 

Here are dead monks of all dates 


their fleſh dries up and gradually dimi- 


niſhes till the bones are left perfectly bare, 
which are afterwards coupled together by 
wires, 


THROUGH: FRANCE, &c. 137 


wires, and formed into different devices 
againſt the walls and cieling ; ſuch as fly- 
traps, candleſticks, crucifixes, &c, accord- 
ing to the whim of the artiſt.— 

This makes a man familiar with death, 
and greatly diſarms it of its terrors; and 
for myſelf, though I was ſhocked on enter- 
ing the firſt chamber, before I had got half 
through, I could look at a dead monk with 
much more complacency than at a Hg 
one— _ a 

Here is alſo a ſort of college for gentle- 
men of the law—I have converſed with 
ſeveral of them, and they ſeem to be as 
pedantic and ſelf- conceited to the full, as 
thoſe of the ſame profeſſion in London. 
under the denomination of barriſters and 
ſpecial pleaders. 

A little clergyman of my acquaintance, 
who hath long lived in habits of 1 intimacy 

with 
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with gentlemen of this deſcription, has 


often aſſured me (and I believe, with 
great truth and candour), that their ſociety 
is altogether intolerable—that in term 


time, their morhings having been dedi- 


cated to Weſtminſter Hall, its proceed» 
ings are uſually rehearſed after dinner, for 
the entertainment of thoſe of different 
profeſſions; but that during the vacation, 


they have little or nothing to ſay, That 


their manners are Gothic, and their op- 
pinions dogmatical. Shew them a work 


of humour, and they throw it into the fire, 


becauſe they cannot diſcover it to be a 
caſe in point ; ſtate to them a matter of 
fact, and they quaſh it with a quibble. 
My little friend hath frequently endea - 
youred to put an end to their altercations, 


by quoting the opinion of ſome infallible 


divine; but finding it labour in vain, is 
| obliged 
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obliged to allow upon all occaſions, that 
my Lord Kenyon is a greater wit, and a 
much finer Son,” than, the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury. 0 207 

] have ſeen ſome ber inſtances, where 
the clergyman in queſtion does not appear 
to me to be wholly infallible; for it has 
fallen within my own knowledge, that 
one or two gentlemen of the profeſſion 
are really not unpoliſhed; and at the bot- 
tom very ſincere and honeſt fellows. 
How far the Roman legiſlature may be 

indebted to this body of people I know 
ot; but their police is in the moſt dif- 
ordered ſtate of any city upon earth. 

I look upon it to be full as eaſy to pro- 
cure a murderer in Italy, as a poacher in 
England.— Revenge is here protected by 
religion, and the church indemnifies the 
dagger. In my preſence o one of the Pope's 

grenadiers 


grenadiers ſtabbed a young woman to the 

| heart, in high day, and in the moſt public 
part of the town; and flying to a church 
for protection, would never have been de- 
 hvered up to the hands of juſtice, had it 
not been for a ſtratagem of the friends of 
the deceaſed—They hired a decripit old 
woman to fall down, as if by accident, be- 
fore the door of the church=the perpetra- 
tor of the foul murder advanced to give 
her aſſiſtance, when two men, who were 
purpoſely concealed behind a pillar, ruſh- 
ed forward, and ſeized him the moment 
his head was from underneath the edifice, 
J have never ſeen but one ſo cruel act 
as this. During the latter part ofmy time 
N at E—— n, fawrs fleſh was much in 
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vogue,—A bricklayer of experience had 

taught us a method of taking the animal 

. napping in the K-—ng's park at Windfor, 
There 
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There was not an ale-houſe within 
many miles, in which this diſh was not 
ſent to table in an excellent ſiyle— people 
who live in that neighbourhood are in the 


ſame ſpecies of felony with myſelf—for | 


MN certain it is, that his M——y is no re- 


| tailer of veniſon.-—- 


A ſchool-fellow, whoſe diſpoſition was 


of a more ſanguinary nature than uſually 
falls to the lot of man, was uſually my 
companion upon theſe occaſions. We 
one day brought home the ſmalleſt 
creature of this ſpecies I ever ſaw— it 


pitiable that we agreed to feed it upon 
milk, and ſave its life, It grew extremely 
fond 


habit of. ſerving it up in a better manner 5 
that any I have ſince taſted; from what 

degree of experience I know not, or how ; | 

far they may have been concerned in the 


was as white as ſhow; and looked fo 


142 A RAMBLE | 


fond of us, and in a ſhort time became 

; fo general a favourite that every body had 
 fomething to give to the little, fawn. | 
As the vacation drew near, we held a 
conſultation what to do with it; and at 
length agreed to return it to its kindred; 
fo having placed it in a covered baſket, 
we carried it to the park, and turned it 
tooſe in the middle of a herd of deer 
The poor thing looked about him, doubt- 
ingly at. firſt, but as we turned away, it 
trotted after us with the affection of a dog, 
and never quitted us till communication 

was cut off by the park-wall. 

During the holidays, I miſſed the little 
fawn a thouſand times as much as I did 
my ſchool-fellows.——The month expired, 
and the ſecond day after our return we 
went as uſual in ſearch of plunder.—At 
this 


was grown too wary to be taken by ſur- 


nurſed, ſeparated itſelf from the reſt, and 
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this ſeaſon of the year, however, game 


prize; and we had long toiled in vain,” 
when ſuddenly the very fawn that we had 


came up to my companion, who was at 
ſome diſtance from me, and ſkipped and 
frolicked round him.—-I made away to- 
wards them, looking at this ſcene with 
uncommon pleaſure, though envying him 
in being the choſen object of the fond 
creature's gratitude.—He too appeared 
to watch its motions with extreme delight, 
upon which it drew nearer, and actually 
came up and licked his fingers—the 
monſter ſuddenly turned round and daſhed 
its brains out with a bludgeon !-— 

Oh! rid me of the remembrance of 
this deed !-—I ſend the ſtory to you, in 
hopes the recollection will go along with 

| it. 
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it. At often makes me fad, but heaven 
be thanked, I never have imbrued my 


hands in blood ſo innocent! 
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Deum to bon 201 51 of : LY 
1 Hab 3 of * up e 
collection for you wheti at Florence; but 
have difcovercd that it requires a greut 
deal of obfervation and plactioe to be 
any thing of an antiquartin—impoſitions 
are daily exerciſed on the Englith in the 
courſe of their travels, hd have whually 
more money than judgment. Province, 
1 believe, hath been pleaſed to beftow 
them upon me in about equal proportions. 
- The few things that you will Fouad 
have he eredit of being truly genuin. 
The medal is the head of Remus, and the” 
Vor. H. H only 


: > * | 1 T7 : 
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only one that has ever been diſcovered— n 
it was dug up from beneath the baths f 
Dioclefian—the motto, you will obſerve, 
ts nearly worn out, and not to be de- 
cyphered; but the way that the oogno- 
ſcenti Proye it to be the head of Remus, is 
as follows—it was as much the cuſtom 
among łhe ancients to ſtrike off the heads 
of great men, as it is in France and other 
countries at preſent—the - RR | 
was paid to all Romans of diſtinQion with- 
out exception, but in no one EY to 
Aa plebeian. Ne ow as ancient coins are in 


4 


the poſſeſſion, both of individuals and | 
the public; with the images and ſuper: 
0 \ ſcription , of the perſonages they are 
meant to repreſent; and as duplicates of 
the head of every illuſtrious perſonage have 
5 been diſcovered, that of Remus excepted, 
and,nan0one of hem in be ſnalleſt degree 
Hl reſembles 


4+ 
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refembles this, it Win chat this is the 
head of Remus. © 0 41 04th nn 
- The buſt is an undoubted Cesena 
Great pity that the griſtle and lower-part . 
of the noſe: ſhould. have been -deſtroyed=- 
the bridge, however, is a ſtanding monu- 
ment of tlie taſte of Mark Anthony. This 
is reckoned to be a very valuable antique; 
and a Cleopatra beyond a queſtion; as 
may be ſeen by the whiſker — 
which Mark OE ſo. Py 
prized. ' | | x NP 2s 
A very enden e 80 15 
miſed to procure me a piece of the fire: | 
brand with which Nero ſet Rome on fires 
and which, they ſay, he executed with-as 9 
much indifference as;if he had been light- 
ing a pipe of tobacco. 
| have been able to forward nothing 
more chat i is worthy your notice, except a 
* A H Ss: few 
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Save hein fhd. relative to the — And 


government of this great cit. 
The: Pope is abſolute--the | 2 * | 
jz=canried! ihta execution by the help of 
that maixſtrous machine, which-is) the Giip- 
port uf theirgoverninent—ſuperſtition.—-/; 


When am oath is adminiſtered; the truth 
i extorted by the help of a huge peice of 


anarble, flat and round like a ſlice of a mill 
one. -AThis is Conſidered as one pf the 
ſurred relics, and is of great antiquity. In 
the centre of it are the features of a human 
Are, cut directly rough the whole thick- 
neſs lights are placed behind when an 
onth is adminiſtered, which gives it the 
lock of #bugbear of ſcobped turrũp the 


perſon who fwears, places his finger with- 


in the mouth of it, which is called the 


*:Bvoca della Verita br mouth of truth; 


8 — by this n truth is extratt- 


ed; 


THROYGE, FRANCE, &c. 149 
ed; it being. held as an undoubted. con 
fequence, that in caſe. of perjury; the bocca 
della verita will a Aa en 1 
Davis conviftion, a 5 is deni 
into the moſt. conſpicuous part of e 
Corſo, or Grand- ſtreet.—-His wriſts, are 
bound together behind his back with ona 
end of à rope, the other end. of which 
paſſes through a pulley at the height of 
from twenty to thirty feet He is then 
drawn gradually to the top, and in this 
agonizing poſture ſuſpended for à length 
of time proportioned to his/offence;i then 
he is dropped to about two feet from the 
ground, here the ſudden check. uſually 
puts his ſlioulders out; and breaks his arme 
in many place d 6H bet 
The plaintiff" feldom receives any re- 
compence for the loſs he has ſuſtained; 
ae H 3 eſpecially 
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eſpecially if he happens to be a foreigner; 
—A gentleman by the name of Johnſon, 
with whom I had the pleaſure of travel- 
ling through part of France, was robbed, 
ſome few days fince, of fifty pounds i in 
money, and a great quantity of fine linen. 
As ſoon as the perſon that committed 
me theft was diſcovered, the magiſtrates 
alſembled, and gave orders that all the re- 
maining linen of the party that had been 
robbed ſhould be produced in court, for 
the purpoſe of NN 8 the © property, 
marks, ce. 

This is a ſort of . FE fits a 
mankind--fo no part of it was ever re- 
ogbered, even to the very few eces of 
body Auen that my friend had happily 
ſaved from plunder; and the Whole 
quantity was ſo conſiderable, that I have 
We; en Ae if, at this moment, every 
VII “it 2 11 Roman 
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Roman ſenator was ſtripped, but that the 
mark of Samuel 3 2 wood de 
found upon him. em 03 agua Hide 
Saving about a dozen hate . that 
are about the immediate perſon of the 
pope, the military eſtabliſhment is upon 
a contemptible footing, both in reſpett to 
men and numbers. —It is compoſed; E 
underſtand, of deſerters from all nations; 
a collection of tattered pigmies that would 
hardly do for fifers it in a regiment of Welſh- 
men—and their appearance becomes 
more abſurd, when one compares them 
with the hardy legions: that Scipio and 
Cæſar led to battle: I imagine, between 
the train-bands of the city of London, and 
the Roman army; there would be now 
maintained an equal and bloody conteſt. 
I expett to be in England about May, 
when you will do me the honour to pre- 
7910 FIT .. H & - ſent | 
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the Royal Society, or place in your 
own private cabinet, any part of the col- 
1 leQtion I expect to make at Herculaneum 
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Amin having font ee 
intereſting weeks at Nome, I tock my 
departure to Naples, in a machine which 
a filk-merchant from Lyons advertiſed 
for a couple of travelling companions to 
partake of, under the title of a cabriole 
This is what is called keeping your carri- 
age abroad-a two - wheeled thing, drawn by 
2 pair of horſes, or aſſes, or mules, as may 


be moſt convenient to the different poſt 
maſters, to defray the expence, of which 
the wealthy proprietor contrivestoaccoms- 
modatea coupe of voyageurs as a matferof 

Hs —- "as 
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favour, taking care at the ſame: time that 
the coſt ſhall fall entirely upon them. 5 
As for the machine itſelf, it was built 
for ſtrength, without ſprings, and ſounded” 
| like a tumbrel.—It was fo narrow in the 
feat that it was impoſlible to cram a third 
| into it, be his dimenſions what they might; 
fo: Abel, who rode bodkin, afted: as a 
wedge, which we found of conſiderable 
uſe to keep us from bolting out.—He ſat 
like the key-ſtone of an arch, and never 
came within a foot of his deſtination. 
The principal object of my travelling 
poſt: was to avoid ſleeping. on the road, 
which at this ſeaſon frequently proves. 
fatal. The weather was extremely hot, 
the air putrid, and on our arrival at the 
Pontain Marſhes, the vapour became 
thick, and the ſmell intolerable.-Whether 
this be the ſoil that produces the mandra- 


e H gora 
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gora or poppy L know not; it 6ccaſions, 
however, exceſſive drowſineſs; and though 
we were perfectly aware of the evil conſe- 
quences, I fell into almoſt as profound a 
ſleep as he whoſe. ay is are to- the 
day of eternity. 

The buſineſs of the WN * 
e of no delay, wherefore he fre- 
quently expreſſed great impatience when- 
ever Abel or. I were * to take any 
refreſhment.. PE 15 
Ciceros Tuſculan villa; which ſands 
near the road, was however as great an 
object to me, as the whole mercantile con- 
cern of the city of Lyons was to my fellow- 
traveller; but the difficulty lay in providing 
myſelf with a plauſible reaſon for quitting 
the carriage to look at it. knew the 
ſpot preciſely where. it ſtood, and how far. 
it ſhould be from the main road; accords 
Gilt H 6 5 ingly, 
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ingly, when we came in a right line with 
it (being aware how uſeleſs it would be 


to attempt perſuading my claſſical com- 
panion to delay a moment for the ſake of 
viewing ſo inſignificant a ruin) I requeſted 
him to allow me a few minutes to leave 
my card at an old friend's houſe that ſtood 


at the diſtance of a few furlon wrt and 
that I would inſtantly return 


The filk-merchant would have been 


much more delighted with a butterfly than 
a Tuſculan villa; not that he was any 


further a natural philoſo pher than would 


lead him to ſuppoſe that the rays of the 
fon might ripen its eggs into filk-worms. 


Having \gratified my curioſity as much 
as half an hour would enable me, 1 re. 
turned to the carriage, where the merchant 
ſat in extreme impatience, It was , | 


time when I wiſhed to enjoy my own- re- 
flections; 
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flections; but there is an uncontroulable 
flippaney about the Frezoh; that provokes. 
them to peſter you. eternally with their 
fmalt tal. There was evidently but one 
way of getting rid of this, viz. by ac 
quainting him with the real nature af my 5 
viſit; whereupon, on his Hoping // my 
friend was well, with as/little-gracefulteſs. 
as ſincerity, I frankly told him that I had 
been viſiting one Cicero, a gentleman of 
thoſe parts, "oy died about two thouſand 
ena 41 U Zaitnie an) Nd bars 

The choler des into his face 
thought i it would have choaked him. He: 
wondered any body ſhould preſume to 
delay a man of buſineſs. on ſuch frivolous 
pretenees; and then ſhut up his inſtru- 
ment of vocal communication en 
remainderofithe juirney. 614 910 (tity 

TOE! villa (he baths ofwhich/on 
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e remaining, and the column: uncker 


dam which hi aſhes are ſuppbſed to lay) 
was built upon the moſt- delightful ſpot 


on-.carth;—It | commanded a proſpect of 
the whole bay of Naples, the "Elyſian 
Fields, Herculaneum, Pompeia, Mount 
Veſuvius, the: Promontory of Miſenum, 
and the iſland of Capre.—In. the courſe of 
my travels E have neyer met with half ſo 
enchanting: a view as this, the: beauty. of 


which was: at this time greatly height · 
- ened by the ſun playing upon the volumes 
of ſmoke. that iſſued from the burning 
mountain, and wound their way to heaven: 


The road from hence to Naples (a diſ- 


the fineſt in the world tand as it is almoſt 


. entirely. on a deſcent, the: velocity with 


which one travels is incredible Nenztels 
The poſting in this part of Italy: is dif- 
patched 
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patched by a breed of, active compact 
horſes, which his majeſty, the king: ß 
N aples, never allows to be ſold enn. hk his 
dominions.. v2 TT 4 aa lifts. © 
The night 3 — Piggy + 

ſcene was grand and awful, the whole 
country around being occaſionally. illum-- 
| ined by the convulſions of Mount Veſu- 
vius the columns of fire that burſt forth. 
from the volcano were of ſuch magnitude 
and force, that they ſeemed to ſinge the. 
very heavens. Abel, who till thinks the. 
devil a formidable rebel, was of opinion 
that he had ſet the powers above at de- 
fiance, and was making an effort to re- in- 
ſtate himſelf. After travellio g the whole 
of the night with this tremendous ſcene 
before our eyes, we looked down upon 
the beautiful city of Naples * a8 te | 
fun began to file. b 28 7 L es 23; 
228214 | 1 
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It was very ſoon to be apprehended 
that. the nap I had taken in the Pontain 
Marſhes, was-likely-to be followed up by 
a ſtill ſounde. one—a fever came upon me 
with exceſſiye violence; and, in the courſe 
of a few hours, T found 'my_conſtitution 
Rill further attacked by an Italian phyſi- 
cian, and an Italian apothecary. I would 
rather have truſted an Engliſh farrier. 
However; to my very great ſurpriſe, the 

cure they propoſed was of the moſt recon- 
eiling nature—I was at the criſis of a 

burning fever, and my pulſe ſo rapid that 
it was almoſt impoſſible to minute them. 
The pompous principal demanded whe- 
mer I was inclined to thirſt ;-and, on my 
anſwering haſtily in the affirmative, he 
ordered his pragmatical underſtrapper to 
provide me with as many —_— and 

ices as I was diſpoſed to take. | 


Here 
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| Here was a potion for athirſt unquench- 
able Had death been at the door with 
medicines of ſuch palatable- ſorts} thould 
bave hailed him, welcome I could have : 
drank: down the Juice: af an ape orange 
an iciele,— 04111 f 
Such a een wy; 8 fait * 
good effect; and in the courſe of four days 
I was well enough þ to PAY m c * 7 
ambaſſador. 0 ata . 
Work is #gremt nntiquarizn both 
in appearance and reality le received 
me like a man in buckram; and, being. 
made up for the levee, dared not return 
the bow I made him for fear of wrinkling 
bis embroidered wnifiepat 506, perhaps, 
could. not Without cutting his chin, or 
Siobhan (his. cars, with *. * hou? 
Wagna odo tian 78 
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His lady made her appearance, drefſe® 
in ſo fantaſtical'a gard, that ſhe was no 
bad fubject for the centre of his Excel- 
| Vhly's muſeum.” She is a woman of good 
figure, but bis little dignity, either of 
manner or of * motion ; and uſually enter- | 
tains her, gueſts with throwing herſelf 
into attitudes expreſſive of the different 
paſſions, + which ſhe executes with | meu 
addreſs: and wonderful effect: '4 
Sir W's. dinners, like other rarities, 
are dearly purcha{ed, though in High re- 
queſt; for, on the mornitig ſubſequert to 
wem, a couple of high-bred lacqueys call 
on each viſitor for = cuſtoniary' fee; which 
Wally" exceeds the” amount! of what 
Kibht Have been His ſhare of the bill 
Sir W. Tras juddginent in pictures“ and 
is, by the bye, l bit of a merchant tercof 
w that — nobles, and gentlemen - of 


2 4 5 ſortune, 
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263 
fortune, that enable him to ratify their 
taſte, receive the moſt frequent invitations. : 
to his table.— Her ladyſhip's converſa- 
ziones are gratifyin g enough to thoſe who. | 
are fond of * themſelves talk; but 
for ſuch as wiſh to take an active part 
with the ladies at dancing, or any other 
amuſement, they are infinitely more dull 
than playing at e with: one's | 
ene l #3 eee 5 
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V 
NarLERS boaſts the: fineſt fituation of 
any city in the world, Conſtantinople not 
excepted; and though the yearly income 
ef the king of the Sicilies does not ex- 


ceed a millien ſterling, the value of his: 
treaſures is ſuppoſed to be more than three 
times as much as the purchaſe. of the fee- 
fimple. of his ME N . amount 
=: a 5 4% 

Abel and'I have viſited all places wor- 
thy notice within the city; which, as the 
moſt valuable and ancient ſtatues, &c: 
that have been found at. Herculaneum 
HRT and 
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and Pompeia are lodged: in the muſeum 
of Portioi, contains but few of the maſterly 
works of the Greek artiſts. The principal 
of theſe are the famous Tauro, and the 
Farnefian Hercules. Abel gazes at the 
latter with a degree of enthuſiam, but 
thinks the bull deficient in many reſpectsʒ 
that it ſhould have been upon a more 
eoloſſal ſcale, in order that the ſpeQator 
might be the more forcibly ſtruck with 
the ſituation of the lady that is faſtened to 
his horns to be dragged to death—He-is 
of opinion that nothing was ever perfect 
in its nature except the Farneſian Her- 
cules and the great Lincolnſhire oxi , +; 
On the fourth morning after my reco- 
very the phyſician paid me a viſit of com- 
pliment; and after bowing. 4 few dbzen | 


times, and making as many enquiries 
A 5 touching 


4 


touching the ſtate of my body; he thought 
it adviſable for me to take the cold bath; 
or, in preference, a running ſtrem. 
Having heard much of the peſtilentious 
quality of the river Styx, I had à great 
curioſity to try its effect ; wherefore taking 
2 pocket Virgil in lieu of my domeſtic, I 
hired a calaſh, and drove to the Elyſran 
Fields; not doubting but that in the 
courſe of my ramble I ſhould meet with 

the ghoſt of my great anceſtor B. M. Ca- 
X ew} and other Hluftrious: perſonages. | 
me river Styx, however dark and unfa- 
thomable it might have been in days of 
yore, is a fine clear current about fix feet 
deep, with a bed of gravel at the bot- 
tom; wherefore, diſrobing me of my man- 
tle, I ſouſed in headlong from the centre 
arch of the bridge; and, taking ſpecial 
care to ſteer clear of the paddle of Cha- 
ron's 


runkdven FRANCE, c. 167 
roms Oar, (wan; to: the ſhore, and never 
found myſelf ſo much refteſned. 
As Abel's education did not extend to ; 
the dead languages, he modeſtly, declined 
accompanying me: bat I ſuſpect he had 
heard ſomething; of the nature of the 
place from an indiſereet old nurſe, who 
had talked to him of goblins in his cra- 8 
dle; and he was therefore fill ſay ef 
ſhadows and ſhades—ſhades indeed there 
were none, but a great deal of ſubſtan- 
tiality ; for a place ſo crowded with the 
choiceſt, fruits; of nature; I could not have; 
conceived.—The grounds are almoſt co- 
rered with vines, mulberries, oranges, and: 
fig trees, which latter bear annually; a2 
double crop, and require neither ane, or 
cultiyation. „ 1. Aim 
Here are the proud ruins of the villas of 
their emperors, their n baths, and 
7 other 


18 22 . 

vther flagmerts of ſtupendous achter | 
ture. The Piſeina Mirabile (or wonder 
ful fil pond of Lucullus) the ftock of 
which ſoid at his death for the groſs ſum of 
rwenty ſie thouſand pounds ſterling· On 
the ſummit is reſervoit for water; the 
ſuper ſtructure of which is ſupported by 
five-and-forty pillars of amazing ſize; it 
meld a ſuff leut ern hee? Uh? whole 
Roman fleet. — 423611 Þ 

From denen my !- conducted me 
: thiough the deep grottos and dreadful 
dungeons where Nero confined priſoners 
of ſtate; and ther ſtill farther beneath 4 
maſs of mountain, ſome fathoms from the 
ſurface of the earth; till, by ſeveral wind- 
ings, he introduced me to the tomb of 
Agrippina, that ne whons' the: mon- 
ſter Nero murdered; ne 97 

We were now within: the tittrow mazes 
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of the bowels of the earth at a vet Ui 


- tance from the light, and as we turned 


away from a Gare 8 rns the torch 
went out. | = beiten 

Sure Virgil told dine ſtories of this 
haunted ground.—The' gentle Agrippina 
burſt not the-cearments of death; neither 
was yell of body tortured,” or hymn of 
canonized ſaint, or plaint of ſoul departs 
ed, heard ; and I and my companion, 
without either the clue of Rofamond, or 


-ghoſtlv giidante, once more came forth 


to OR.” 15 igen BN 

Then deſcending to the ſea, we med 
to Baia, once a beautiful city, now laid in 
ruins and as the water hath made con- 
fiderable encroachments, we paſſed over 


the remains of vaſt buildings with Weir 


foundations upwards. 7893 
The Lucrine lake, once wad for its 
„ oyſters, 


A TAMBLE | 
oyſters, is now a perfect GRIND 
 Thence we proceeded to the grotto of 
the Sybyl; and as Cerberus and the Hy- 
dra had taken a ſecond opiate, we got 
 fafe to Tartarus and Avernus. . 
Avernus is ſurrounded by the cruſt of 
a volcano, in the middle of which is a 
beautiful piece of water, ſtored with Va» 
| Yious ſorts of wild fowl, and ſkirted by 
the ruins of temples of different orders. 
Here we aſcended Monte Nuovo (a 
yoaſt mountain formed in a ſingle day by | 
an eruption); then croſſing to Monte 
Barbo, where Virgil's houſe ſtood, we 
took boat again, and ſailed along where 
the elder Pliny commanded the Roman 
fleet at the time that the great eruption 
of Veſuvius ſwallowed up Herculaneum 
and caſting anchor cloſe by the ruins of 


the bridge that Caligula attempted to 
build 
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build acrele the ſea, we landed at Poz- ; 
zuoli; where having refreſhed ourſelves. 
with ſome. excellent fiſh, and a couple 
of bottles of genuine Talerman wine, we 
got into our calaſh for Naples, 


— —  _Þ__#_—_ 
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IN CONTINUATION: 
| Naples, May. 


'THE heat is become ſo oppreſſive that 
there is ſome danger in uſing any bodily 
exertion during the day ; therefore I and 
my. truſty ſervant, having, in conformity 
to the ſpirit of our curioſity, reſolved to 
look into the volcano of Veſuvius, pro- 
ceeded, warily, after ſun-ſet to the hermi- 
tage that ſtands about half way up the 
mountain.— The good old hermit, as they 
commonly entitle him, was, on our arrival, 
faſt locked in the arms of ſleep; but after 
having made ſome difficulty in granting 
us admiſſion at ſo unſeaſonable an hour, he 

200 1141 4 | — 
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was no ſooner acquainted by our guides 
that we were Engliſh, than.the door flew 
open; and there ſtood this old ſhrivelled 


repreſentative of mortification and ſelf- 


denial, ſcarcely viſible by the dim taper 


that he held; which was ſoon extinguiſh- 


ed by the ruſhing in of the wind, which 
at the ſame time began to whiſtle through 


the different avenues of his body. 


This hermit lived upon the munificence | 


of others, was a man of much affected 


learning, groſs compliment, and unbound- 


ed hypocriſy.—He had ſome excellent old 


wine called Langrima Chriſti, which the 


mountains brow : produeed ; but nothing 


ſubſtantial to ſot before us, ſaving a 


couple of old hens that uſed to ſupply 
him with eggs for his ſalad, but which he 


believed were now paſſed the gameſome 
age of doing him even this ſmall ſervice; 


"24  wherefore, 


— A  c____ 


mam 
-wherefore Abel and I being aware that 
the maſtication of one of them required 
both time and perſeverance, bethought 
- ourſelves of ſqueezing them, which had 
ſo genial an effect, that having cut a few 

| - herbs from the old man's garden, we were 
enabled to make ourſelves an excellent 

omelet. 

We diſmiſſed our guides with orders to 
' rouſe us at the firſt dawn of day, and con- 
dudt us to the very mouth of the volcano. 
-- After a ſhort repoſe, however, the hermit 

made his appearance firſt, leſt theſe poor 
8 guides ſhould prevent him from practiſing 

the uſual impoſition on his viſitors; having 

therefore paid him about three times the 

value of what he had ſet before us, we 

. eee up the mountain. 

This was the moſt intereſting, though ths 
fame time the moſt dangerous and fatigue- 


ing 


1 We 
LT, * 
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4 * day I had yet experienced. - As we 
| aſcended (which was by the help of ſtout 


_ ſtaffs pointed with iron), it thundered un- 


derneath our feet; and at every convulſion 
the cinders trembled, and the volcano 
feemed ſo thinly caſed, that the guides 
could hardly prevail on us to beheve that 
our own weight would not let us into the 
chaos underneath.—This added greatly to 
the terror of the ſcene; for we actually 
felt, as well as heard the thunder, which 
moſt ſtunned us every time that the 
mountain diſcharged. itſelf. 

About. a mile below the ſummit we 
came unexpectedly upon a bed of lava, 


from the centre of which came forth _ 5 bh: 
body of liquid fire about three feet diam 


ter.—lIt iſſued ſlowly from the ſide of the | 
mountain, and wound its way majeſtically 
down it; and had at this time flowed in 


14 | the 
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the ſame ſtately manner, without any 5 viſi 
ble convulſion, for near two months—This 
lava was extremely hot on every fide-—- 
holding my hat however before my face, 
to ſcreen my eyes from its. intenfeneſo, 1 
came near enough to thruſt my ſtaff into 
the ſtream; the end of which ORE | 
reduced to aſhes. 
This was ſo ſubſtantial a fluid, that it it 
came forth and continued nearly a round 
ſubſtance, ſo that ſome exertion was Te» 
quired to make an impreſſion on it. dk 
was a bright red body, perfectly. tranſpa- 
rent, but carried na flame with it, except 
on the application of any thing porous, 


And periſhable ; ; and its windings down the 
Z ih mountain appeared the more beautiful 
. and vivid, as night had hardly yet with- 


drawn its dominion over the earth. , 
.. Advancing about half a mile, we enter- 
£ 172. 7 8 1 ed 
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ed a volcano of the year ſixty, and paſſed 
by ſeveral beds of burning ſulphur, cauti- 
ouſly keeping to the windward to avoid. 
ſuffocation.— We had now clambered al- 
moſt perpendicularly to within three hun- 
dred yards of the crater at the mountain's- 
top; the exploſions were frequent and 
ſtupendous; and we were at this time 
about 4000 feet above the level of the 
ſea; when the ſun roſe in all its glory.— - 
Figure to yourſelf the bay of Naples, 
the city and the enehantin g regions round. 
about, as the light broke upon them... 
For ſome minutes we. ſtood wrapt in 
wonder at the novelty and beauty of the 
ſcene; when ſuddenly the grand volcano! 
diſcharged a volley of red hot rocks that 
clattered about our ears, and fell ſo. near 
us, that the guides ran headlong down 
the mountain, and left us to our fate. - 
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ed Sir W. H—n, and all the antiquarians, 
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This was as noble an eruption as ever 


lying traveller ventured to deſeribe, or 


ſober hiſtorian dared pin his credit on. 


Figure alſo to. yourſelf the virtuoſo, 
Abel you have ſeen him in a ſtorm, but 


you have never ſeen him- when the ele- 
ments have ſhowered hail-ſtones of fire 
upon his head —He quaked with reafon ; 


for our ſituation was tremendous. beyond 
all poſſible conception. 
We were now cut off from all con- 


nection with mankind; for as the guides 
had been in the habits of deſcending ra- 


idly, we ſaw at once the abſurdity of 
attempting to overtake them; and there- 


fore ſtruck off for the other fide of the 
mountain, in hopes of making good a 
J pgs in the neighbourhood of Pompeia 


A circumſtance that hath ſince aſtoniſh- 


_ 
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being a rout. that was never before ak. | 


_ tempted, or thought prafticable. a 
This. deſcent was infinitely more fas 
tiguing than the going up; and we had 
nearly loſt our lives in. nee 10 | 
3 a projeCt.. 'y 
Having clambered. tome miles dow 
the rugged lava (a. body rough and 
porous as pumice ſtone, that lies like vaſt 
cables interwoven. with. each other, but 
frequently {6 pointed as to hurt the feet 
extremely), the bottoms of our ſhoes. be- 
gan to give way.—The reflection of the 
noon-day ſun rendered the heat exceſſive; 
the farther we went the greater the dif 
tance appeared to the extremity; and, as 
we ſcrambled on, immenſe pieces of this 
looſe and craggy ſubſtance frequently roll 
ed after us, and nearly broke our legs 
at length the ſole of one of my ſhoes was. 


16 entirely; 


— 
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entirely gone, 1 I was: FE to. PR 23 
eee of placing the upper leather bes 
neath my foot, and ne it with my 
— handkerchief. 0 „ n 

My. companion Mageed extremely; 5 
1 bled, and his heart began to fail him; 
when in a fort of valley on the left, we de- 
ſcried afew acres of woodland, which the 
ravage o of eruptions ſegmed to haye ſpared. 
from the deſolation round, it, it, On enter- | 
ing it, we found not the er diſtant ap- 
pearance of human veſtige, nor any 
merk of, an exiſting. being; except the 
track of an animal whoſe nature we were 
© kitle, acquaint inted with—mherefore, thou gh. 
er ade of t. the wood and the ſoftneſs of 
the ground 3 were a delightful contraſt to 
the. hard. ſubſtance we-had walked over, 
and the heat that we had experienced, 
our peace of mind did not keep pace with 


- Wt relief of body. — 


Abel 
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ä Abel Was ſo. dead. .to danger. that, he. 
would fain lie down to ſleep; upon which | 
I threatened to proceed without him; at 
the ſame. time. repreſenting to him the 4 
| chance there was of his finding bimſelf at 
the end of his nap in the belly of a wolf, and 
the little reaſon he had to expect the ſame 
good luck that Jonas had with his Whale. 
The latter argument weighed, greatly 
with. him; and accordingly, after getting 
down ſome precipices on the other fide of . 
the wood by the help of the buſhes, we 
found a ſort of path that deſcended to the 
Plain,—. 5 
- & "ſight. of the 1 nod. coal not 
have been more raviſhing. * 1 * 
The firſt object that we blundered upon 
was an aſs that lay groaning beneath g 
load of oranges-—we. had little ſeruple 
in lightening | his burden in a manner ag. 


gratifyin "+ 


„ 
pratifying to his feelings as to our own; 
and after fucking ſome ſcore: of them 
Abel ſtretched himfelf on the graſs, 
. and fell faſt aſleep —1. deing ſtill ſtout, 
proceeded to à cottage and ſent its 
homely proprieter in ſearch of my domeſ- 
tic; during which time the woman of the 
houſe procured me ſome meagre wine and 
a few eggs, and told me many a frightful 
tale of perſons who had gone to the place 
we had left, for wood, and bad n never more 
been heard of. | 
Ihe ignorance: of theſe people was in- 
conceiveable ; ; for though I afterwards 
found Pompeia te be within two miles, it 
was a city they had never heard of;—1; 
took out my pencil to note ſome part of 
dur adventures down the mountain, and. 
the children crowded! round me in rap- 
tures at the magic powers of it. 
„ I 
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It was now four o'clock—I had {till 
ſtrength remaining and ſpirits good; but 
finding Abel abſolutely incapable of pro- 
ceeding any farther, I wandered out alone: 
in ſearch of the city of Pompeia.. 

A worthy muleteer paſſed at a diſtance 
on the plain, who placed me acroſs one f 
his beaſts, and conducted me to the ſpot, 
above all others, for the fight of whichk 
had ſo far extended my travels; and hav- 
ing landed me at the city gate, returned 
to the poſt town from whence he came, 
and ordered a calaſh to carry me to. 
Naples. 

Pompeia lies about fix miles from the 
volcano's mouth ; and as Herculaneum 
was entirely ſwallowed up by the liquid 
lava that ran burning down the mountain, 
this city was buried in one fingle night 
by the cinders and ſulphur that the wind 

_ hurled * 1 
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burled upon it; ſo that no traces of could 
be found. Every inhabitant periſhed 
at once, the birds, the cattle, and the very 
fiſh that were 10. a certain diſtance 


from the ſhore.— e 30 Amen 
MIt 16 e e to find: 
'one's-ſelf in a city ſeventeen hundred years 


| ; f old, the walls of which are in the maſt 


. 4 


— 


perfect repair, the paintings on them as 
freſh as if lately executed; of which no 
traces have appeared till the preſent age, | 
ſince the firſt e of the Chriſtian | 
Aram 1635/3 DDtohb ot bus 
Two ſtreets are laid een open, 
but they were chiefly allotted to mechanics, 
as may be ſeen by the implements of their 
occupations which are found within them; 
it is thence ge oendomebly Aga that the 
uncovered; Wan the King. of. N nene 
Ca ether 


DU 


— 
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whether for want of curioſity or caſh, has. 
not more than ſixty men at work; and - 
many of theſe tubbers are frequently 
making experiments with modern com- 
politions on ſome of the moſt yaluable of 
the antiques that are dug up. | 
Having now examined every thing 
curious within theſe regions of enchant- 
ment, I ſent for Abel; ; and driving 
through the city of Reſina, which ſtands 
directly. upon that of Herculaneum, in- 
ſtead of periſhing on the ſultry lava, or 
being ſwallowed. in the volcano of 
Vefuvius, or the bowels of a wild beaſt, 
we finiſhed this extraordinary day, by 
ſleeping ſoundly in our beds at | Naples.— 


| I am, &c. | 
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We 


' For lined days ſubſequent to my laſt, I 
85 Found myſelf very much at home in an 

.elbow-chair, and ſince that I have a little 
Tecovered the gentle exerciſe which 1 
gave you an account of, my body hath 
moved about in one of the hackney carri- 
ages of this country, which very much 
reſembles a piece of old furniture of the 
fort aforefaid placed upon two wheels, 
with its legs cut off. 

The driver fixes himſelf behind, and 
Uſually takes the whip; in which caſe 
_ bs anſwerable for all lives, and the. 


manager 


en 


— 
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manager 0 of the reins is not conſidered as 
a party concerned. 
Fatal accidents of this ſort are not un- 


frequent; for the proprietors of the 


vehicles pique themſelves on having in 


harneſs very high-bred ſtallions, and of 
rivalling each other in the velocity with 
which they whirl through the ſtreets. 

I should indeed have preferred convey- 
ing myſelf from one part of the city to 


the other by a more natural method, but 


that it was neceſſary to give the fleſhy 
part of my feet time to grow again. And 
as for Abel, Lam very ſorry to inform you 


that he has been laid up with a violent 
and dangerous fever ever fince we return 
ed from the mountain. 

Among the moſt intereſting occurrences 
fince, are as follows. On the evening of 
oP the ſixth, the queen {upped with her 

tamly 
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family at the uſpal hour, after which ſhe 
withdrew unnoticed, and, without alarm, 
or medical aſſiſtance, brought forth a ſon. 
The king remained in converſation with 
his lords, and about midnight one of the 
ladies of the bed- chamber announced a 
new born prince. The cannons inſtantly 
thundered from the different forts, and | 
Re wig rere repeated by the ſhips in the harbour 


RR the whole city was inſtantly illuminated. 


lt was a ſprightly ſcene, and the dark - 
38 neſs of the night rendered it ſl more ſo. 
i —The royal accoucheur, whoſe preſence 
7 had not been previouſly neceſſary, placed 
himſelf in his chariot at the head of the 
nobles in their moſt ſplendid equipages, 
and at two o'clock of the ſame night, this 
5 brilliant proceſſion, eſcorted by flambeaux 
and running footmen, moved on to the 
palace; where her majeſty ſat up and re- ? 


ceived their congratulations. 85 
| A grand 
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A grand fete is uſually given upon i; 
theſe occaſions ; and as the king is very 
much addicted to horſe racing, and had 
boen for Js oth time ie Freren a FER en. 
Neck a preſent” of Fortin eat 
«horſes from the King 'of Great Britain), 
he reſölved on a grand diſpay of this 4 
amufement, i Honour Wa the newbötn f 
prince. 91159 0 min. bpobnzumosd U, 

Don Onorato Gactani ta nobleman of 1 
the court) adviſed his Majeſty that the 8 
riders mould be "Brights: Wrhete were 1 
aboiit eight of my cbuntrhmen a cis Þ 
time at Naples his nobleman" paid 5 
me a viſit at my lodgings; wich, though” 
unexpected, Was a matter f no enbar- 
rafſmenti 6 wit} for my apartm. chte ate 8 
we mot espenſtve that I ve fond. my- b 
0 f in the inſide of ſince my fefic dere on 


In x 1 th 5 
N wy: 


* 80 


4 
12 


- 


. RAMBLE. 


the continent, and at the IO time wake 
moſt luxurious; for my drawing- room 
ſteps are laſhed by the ſea, and my bed-· room 


window is crowded with ripe oranges and 
citrons, the fragrance of which would be 
oppreſſive was it not tempered by the re- 


freſhing breezes of the Mediterranean. 

After a preface of compliments, this 5 
nobleman informed me that his Majeſty . 
had commanded him to deſire that I 
would ride one of the rſs at a enſu · 
ing race. | 

A requeſt Se cb mn melt, 
able than a command; and in conſequence 
I preſented my duty to the king, requeſt· 
ing he might be informed that I ſhould 
have pleaſure in doing my utmoſt to oblige 
him on the day appointed for the race.— 
At the ſame time I gave Don Onorato 
| Gactani to A that it would. be 


23 * Fog 
8 im tue 
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impolitic to diſcover the ſpeed. of my 
horſe on the previous rehearſal, becauſe 
much money might be won at the grand 


race, by taking the odds on the long: 
one at the trial. | | 
Don Onorato Gaetani did not thorough- 
ly comprehend this; but had, as I after- 
wards found, delivered my meſſage to his. 
Majeſty verbatim —His * knows 
the odds. | 


Accordingly on as morning. of 5 50 Ne. 


previous trial one of the King's carriages. 
drove up to my door, and JL vas uſhered. 
into it by a very well bred man, who ac- 
companied me to the Caſino del Re à 
Carditello; or king's country houſe. 4655 - 
Our coachman drove moſt furiouſly; and 
at the appearance of the-court livery every, 
thing inſtantly made way, ſaving an in- 
active aſs, that rgmained in the middle of 
| the- 


drove over the remainder. 
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the road i in a : ſtate of indpeindent ſtupi 
dity. = had a conſiderable load upon its 
back, with a man thereon, who difengaged 
himſelf with” "fore dexterity ; but we 

My companion was. very inquiſi tive 
about the 1 management of horſes i in Eng- 
_ nd the ſcyle of Newmarket, &c. of 
wil ch! gave im the moſt pertinent ac- 


count in the politeſt manner, conceiving 
him to be a man of con iderable rank.— | 


VA 


On our arrival, however, he pulled out a 
leathern apron, 4 nd proved to be © the 


2x 


royal blackſmith, fent to receive orders 


| about plating 1 my racer. 

This trial was not Ft fo perfect a 
dete at Nables as is ” cuſtomary bop 
theſe o66aſiond'i u Ent gland. | 
A gentleman of Newmarket was once 
Uſcovered. in the middle of a m6on-light 
DR” = RS. night 


e 
ht 


— 


night on that part of the heath where a 


3 
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trial was to take place, buried to the neck 
in ear th, i m order to avoid diſcovery.! 20 = 1 


A trial it ſeems, is a ster of great 
ſecrecy and punRilio-amongft the n 


jockeys:—Avarice | however, more than 


curioſity, prevailed with the gentleman in d 
_ queſtion to run a great riſk, in hopes of 


profiting by the event.-—But- | 


was kis intention to be a little wide of the 

ſpot over which they had to pafs) one g 
the horſes leapt directly over him at full | 

| ſpeed, and, had he not been an animal of 


wonderful activity, muſt / have infallibly 


_ chipped off his in Wipe the- '" of a bo 


muſhroom. io:h oF: 


At the inſtant 5 trial was Sescindet 
the rider returned to the ſoot to acquaint 


himſelf with the cauſe of this unuſual ex- 


extreme 


ertion in the beaſt he rode, where, to his 
Vor. II. | K | | 
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extreme diverſion, he diſcovered the gen- 
tleman aforeſaid who, in conſequence (as a 
breach of honour is held in great abhor- 
rence at Newmarket, and juſtice admi- 
niſtered without reſpect of perſons), found 
himſelf the next morning ſunk deeper in 
2 one element than he had been in the other, 
by receiving an excellent e in a 
Weng i =o IF qQ Davina 
As ſoon as the Neapolitan iat 1 was 


in 5 one of the lords in waiting came to 


inform me that the king had given him 
orders that I ſhould be brought into the 
Preſence. Sir CI—t C-—1- might have 
had ſome ſcruples in uſhering a gentle- 
man with a round hat, dirty boots, and a 
jockey whip, into a King's drawing room. 
— No feathered courtier however could 
have met with a warmer reception. 
Having beſtowed great approbation on 
Eoglit horſemanſhip, he took me apart 
from 


THROUGH FRANCE, &c. 


_ 
from his attendants, ſhewed me his library 
and ſuit of rooms in perſon, and aſcend- 
ing to a ſort. of obſervatory, requeſted 
me to be covered, and gave me a fight of 
a rich and beautiful ſporting country 
where he enjoyed his field diverſions. 
After this I took my leave. One of the 
attendants conducted me to an apart- 


— 


ment where ſome ices and liquors were | 
provided ; z. and the king's, 8. coachman 
whirled me back to Naples. F 

of ſhall in future. ſend you occurences 
as they take place—a ſort of journal, 
without regard to order or confiſtency ; ; 
and make no ſcruple to tell you a oct. 
ing ſtory, without even a to 


hear a gun go off. 


- "7 * * ted 


| Your! s truly, &c. 
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1 AM ; RO it is not i in my power to ſend 
you a circumſtantial account of the prin- 
ny ciples of this government; but of che 
nature of the people; their ceremonies 
and ſ uperſtitions, a ſufficient Knowledge 
"— very ſoon acquired. 1 
All I know of the former, i is, that the 
chief officer of the police, is a fort of 
Prætor, « or Mayor, to whom the public 
has of late been greatly indebted. 8 
As in deſpotic countries it is fatal to 
diſobey the monarch's order, I will give 
You an inſtance of the firmneſs of this 
| | magiſtrate. 


ma giſtrate. —The death eating 4 873 
derer was brought to the King to fight 
his 1 majeſty; ever inclined to mercy; com- 
manded a pardon—the Prevtor threw 40 
his appointmettt—the King, ſtruck with 
the firmneſs of the man, recalled the or- 
der. the criminal was executed, and the! 
magiſtrate reinſtated And as the penal 
law had been too little exerted hitherto,” | 
thouſands' of müfders and affaffihatibhs' 3 
have been ſince prevented through che 0 
manly conduct of this Ptætor. Us 

The King does not much regard whe : 
ther his granaries are ſtored with corn, 0 3 
that the commonalty ate welt tapplie 3 
with | ice; for nothing would create 4 re- 
bellion in Naples ſo ſoon as the want of | 
this commodity. ---The lower clafs of peo- 
ple are ſo extremely indolent, that they 
care not to undergo the fatigues f 
* 
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getting | in \ the harveſt—ice-creams and 
aranges are their principal ſuſtenance. 1 
VNqðẽ for a ſample of ſuperſtition —The . 

theatres have been ſhut for the laſt fort · 
night, out of reſpe& to one Januarius, 
the, tutelary ſaint of Naples. A ſmall 
portion of this man's blood, at the time 
of his martyrdom, was preſerved by a 
woman in a phial, and preſented by her 
; ſome. years afterwards; to the church—By 
the wonders | it frequently works, this 
: oy can be no leſs than the blood of a 


At the great eruption of Mount Veſu- 
vius, in the year 1762, when N aples was 
in ſo much danger of being demoliſhed, 
the biſhops, prieſts, and officers of the 
; church, marched towards the mountain | 

| in grand proceſſion, headed by one who 
carried this, phy + of blood —When they 
3 | came 
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came near the burning lava, which was 
rolling in a majeſtic body towards the 
city, the river of fire drey back; and 
the ſtatue of n, was erected al 5 
the ſpot. 5 
This e blood is Wen in the 
cathedral, under the archbiſhop's lock; 
and a miracle is exhibited to the people 
therewith three times a year. —The-phaal 
is placed in the middle of a receiver that 
reſembles a large opera glaſs ſtrong 
lights are placed at one end, and the per- 
ſon to whom the miracle is exhibited 
peeps thro' the other, (as one looks at a 
portable puppet ſhow) when, by means of 
ſome chemical proceſs, the congealed 
blood ſuddenly becomes a fluid. 
On ſome occaſion the miracle failed of 
effect, which was aſcribed to the preſence 
of two proteſtants, who were inſtantly 
lr K 4 8 torn 
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torn to pieces by the mob. ---This cireum- 
ſtance deters my countrymen from attend - 
ing the ceremony; but there is little 
danger, for the biſhop is become, too ex- 
perienced a juggler to ſuffer the ſame 


58 1 i blunder to take place again. 


ue cathedral was illuminated wich 
meny thouſand large wax lights, and lined 
with emhroidered velvet; and in the chapel 
where the miracle was performed, I num- 

bered eight and Weds n of AT flyer, 
_—_ life: 9 13 be; zl 

But the abſurdity of theſe. JAG does 
not end here Three magnificent altars 
were erected in the moſt public ſtreets in 


5 honor of the ſaid Januarius, the figures 


and columns of Which were of paſte board, 
covered with ſilk, ſuperbly gilded and 
ornamented.I ſupped that night with 
ol G--nn-—g, who is upon the conti- 


„„ 4 x nent 
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nent in conſequence of the event of a cer- 


tain trial for Crim Con. We ſat in con: 6 


verſation to ſo late an haur, that artificial 


light was not wanted to conduct me 10 


my hotel. 
At the corner 55 one «Ak Fug ſtreets 


through which J had to paſs, ſtogd.one of 


theſe altars, .crowned with a fine coloſſal 


5gure of .eligion—L-drew forth a. large 


orange from my pocket, aud ſtriking the 
image in the centre, at one blow overſet 
the whole: body of Roman Catholic ſuper- 


ſtition; and the ven geance of Heaven did 


not overtake me. But the vengeance of 


man moſt certainly would have dope, bag Th 
there been any to wreck it ni me, ny ö 


happily at this hour #6, | 


\ 


laid in ſleep. es cf KB 3k h 
From the diſpoſition, of the ammos- 
alty, and [the Hature of deſpgtic 8 ein- 
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Set, theſe: appearance of religious mira- 
cles may be neceſſary in order to keep the 


mob in ſubjettion; and to induce them to 
beat patiently the ſhackles with which they 

are loaded. But as far as I have converſed 
"FIR with the Catholics, ſuperſtition does not 
1 appear to have any real exiſtence in the 


minds of people of rank and education; 


and the principal part of theſe ceremonies 
are applicable to political purpoſes only, 


which are found more eſſentially neceſlary 


nee the flame of WY art blazed up 
| in France. f 


Of the nature of this people, Iam a 


to be under the neceſſity of giving you a 
moſt woeful pifture—From the rſt prince 
of the blood, to the verieſt wreteh that 
you ſee envy in the kennel for a horſe- 
hoe nail, hardly a principle exiſts that 
Ades not nN human heart; ſel- 
dom 
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f FEY add takes place chat does not pro- 5 
ceed from an intereſted and ſelfiſh motive 
—The wealthy uſe every means to render 
the hard fate of the poor ſtill more intoler- 


able; who, in their turn, ſtifle their reſent- 4 


ment till a favorable opportunity enables 
them to put ſome act of revenge into eſ- 
fect, which uſually blackens the catalogue 

of human vices.—The ſtiletto is the in- 
ſtrument of death; which hath no ſooner 
performed its office, than it proceeds to 
slut the barbarous revenge of him that 
gives it force, with ſome bloody after- 


piece of mangling the body of the * 
ceaſed. 


With. celped: to trade, no nnd ever 
makes a purchaſe without being pre- 
viouſly demanded three times the value 
of the commodity he wants; and I have 
never known the third part of the demand 
Ks finally _ 
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finally cefaſed.—But this ĩs to be attributed 
qrigimally to the meanmeſs of the great, 
who have been in the habits of oruſfuing 
all infer tors, and will, in their bargains, 
perſonally barter: with the mechanics to a 


degree of n el meannefs and 


oppreſſion. e ory 
In moſt bee ages women have 
uſually ſurpaſſed us in acts of generoſity 


and greatnefs.--{n France, a woman is 
ever above a ſhabby act; but in Italy, de- 


pravity is tamped upon both ſexes. Nor 
is deformity of perſon at all in the back 


ground. Great nunibers of miſhapen ob- 
jects are turned looſe upon ſociety, of 


ſuch extraordinary growth and conſtruc- 


tion, as cannot fail to firike the mind 


with a conviction, that nature herſelf takes 


this method to ſhew her abhorrence of 
their monſtrous vices; und by O08 


Beauty 


— 
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Beauty is as rarely to be ſeen at Naples 
as deformity in England; and even the, 
ladies ſeem confcious that their perſons 


are not worth regarding; for neglett and 


filth go hand in hand with uglinefs.—It 
is quite painful to one who has been in 


the habits of cleanlineſs, to mix with a 


crowd; ſo. intolerable is the peſtilentious. _ 
contagion round; but at is inconceivable | 
that this diſguſting vice ſhould be ſuffere: ꝓC 
to pollute: the perſons of high rank — 


Even 'the rare inſtances. of beauty are not 


exempt from the ravages of filth.— The 
princeſs Ps P, whoſe exquiſite ſymme - 
try leaves one room almoſt to doubt whe- 


ther ſhe was formed in the ordinary mould 
of nature, is faid to be over-rxun with a 


ſpecies of animal that need not be men- 


tioned; and I have heard a man, on 
whoſe — I would | rely, declare, has 
he 


„„ 
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he hath ſeen half a' dozen of them at 
once, taking their licentious | promenade 
acroſs an alabaſter boſom which an angel 
would be proud to recline his head on. 
But to wave particular deſcriptions— 
People of all rank and profeſſions live in 
the ſame habits of naſtineſs.—The very 
_ paſtry-cooks are not exempt from it; and 
frequently with a hand that reeks with 
Sith and peſtilence, you ate politely pre- 
ſented with a macaroon—I ſolemnly. pro- 
teſt I would rather ſtarve than ſwallow a 
— tart. 
This is a place too where boſpitaliy 
hath never been heard of—profuſion is 
. diſplayed a different way; and as they 
live in wretchedneſs and want within 


Ny themſelves, their fortunes are ſquandered | 


in oſtentatien when abroad.—l have fre- 
ae ſeen half a dozen fellows behind 
a tradeſ- 
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a tradeſman' s carriage, picked up in the 
courſe of the day to gratify the evening's 
vanity, ragged as Falſtaff's regiment, and 
paid in proportion to the cloaths * 
wore.— AEST ee 
The meaneſt mechanic will not ſtir from 
home without his equipage ; and a wo- 
man that is ſeen on foot is diſgraced for 
ever. | | 
Strange ſight to an athletic Salim 
| that the uſe of legs ſhould be entirely laid 
aſide! OE. 
The liveries, indeed, and trappings of 
the nobles, are diſplayed with ſome little 
taſte and conſiſtency ; but they too, in 
their domeſtic economy, are ab) ect in the 
extreme — ſplendid in their equipages— 
ſhabby i in their palanes— PORany without 
doors—beggarly within 
J Pray you grant me abſolution for 
cloling 
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diſguſting people.— 
Te may be danger of a further de- 
fcription having the like effect on your-- 
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IHAVE at e Alem with two 
as exquiſite productions of n, as 
the King's muſeum can boaſt.” 52 

he ſuperintendant of the drann 
at Pompeia was in town knew hid 
perſon well, and therefore inſtantly ſet 
off in 4 calaſh in order to m_ an og 1 
abſenee a lien 2 11 Sooſt T Mid 

The 9 valuable antique that 22 
been diſcovered that morning was & vaſe, 
repreſenting Zeno, Plato, and Axiſtotle, 
ltting round @ flaggon of wine and! to- 
baced- pipes, executed, as imagine, ahbut 
two tchouſand years ago by ſome Flemiſb 
painter. —But its contents were ſtill more 


worthy notice —within were ſome eg 
10H 1 ſhells, 


© 


410 A KA | 


| ſhells, and part of a flaſk of wine that was 
become a ſolid, which had preſerved its 


colour, and was porous like honey-comb. 


From this circumſtance it is plain, that 
even the enlightened Romans were of 


opinion that the deceaſed might have oc- 


eaſion for a, little refreſhment, to enable 
them to undergo * . of * 
| Journey to eternity nl por gion 
Iwo labourers , were rac * 
eee from the houſe adjoining, and 
whilſt I ſtood 1 in converſation up came' * 
Roman cull.— 5 EE | 
What think you of a Roc ul 
two thouſand. years old? I never ſaw 


ſo beautiful a ſkull l—it is as white and 


delicate as ivory—your Engliſh ſkull is at 
| leaſt. three times as thick; and yet in the 


courſe of fifty 25 it is reduced to tooth- 


214 | . 
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I wonder whether this fellow's brains 

were as refined as his bones no doubt 

he was a wag.—1 would not have his 

ſconce cracked for all the money I am 

worth; and will therefore ſend him over 
to you lu a band - box, caſed with lead. 
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TR Neapolitans are peculiarly happy 
in their muſical compoſitions but the 
King never ſuffers them to be ſold, or ſent 
out of his dominions; I have therefore 
great reaſon to ſuſpect that much diffi- 
culty will attend my obeying your com- 
mands to the extent I wiſh.—I have how- 
ever made application to the pretty 
1 daughters of Piecini to procure me as 
much as poſſible in manuſcript. _ 
No wonder the world is raviſhed with 
| the touch of Heloiſe.—l have heard her 
thrum © la Virginella.” Still, to my 
rn ! wind, 
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and; no tauſie* is ſo ſweet | as the little 
inſtrument that plays within her ivory 
teeth—and when ſhe' fings, her bps diſtil 
ſuch honeyed ſweets, that, during the 
waſp-ſeaſon at Paris, the gentle Waſhi- 
baw uſed to protect them with a flapper. ' 

If the act of killing be a progreſſive. 
ſpecies of murder, from man down to the 
verieſt inſect God hath made have 
mercy on the ſoul of Waſhibaw! 

There ſeems, I think, madam, to be 
| fuch an alliance between harmony and 
beauty (I ſpeak not of the gentle Waſhi- 
baw, for ſhe knew little more than a few 
wild notes of the Indian war-hoop) that 
it is almoſt impoſlible to liſten to the one 
without reflecting on the other. —The 
ſound of the mandoline inſtantly brings to 
the mind's eye the delicate 1 that 
gave it tone. 
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It bach fallen in my way lately to make 
"ſome curious experiments on the powers 
of muſic. Some few days ſince one of the 
chief eunuchs of the king s opera came to 
ſing and play to me —in addition to poſ- 


- ſelling a moſt melodious voice, this fellow 


performs a ſolo on the fiddle with the left 
hand only; Which is done by the ſtrength 
of his fingers, and the force with which 
he ſtrikes the cords. | 2 
He propoſed to accompany me to the 
f Grotto Pauſilippo, to ſee how far i its echo 
would counteract the powers of harmony. 
ä 1 need not tell you, madam, that this 
gratto is an amazing Roman work, con- 
fiſting of a coach-road cut directly through 
the centre of a mountain, half a mile in 
length It is moſt extraordinary, that, 
though the maſs of earth from the roof of 


the arch to the top of the mountain, is 
found 


o 
< ad 
© 41 
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found! to be of eight hundred feet dia- 
meter, this mighty weight hath never 
ſunk into the hollow under it. The roof 
is become a perfect cement; and the 


people are conſtantly paſſing and repaſſing 


without the ſmalleſt dan * or „ 
ſion. | 

We ined to about mak 
when my companion commenced a 
favourite piece. He was aſtoniſhed; at 


his inſufficiency — the very air that uſed. 


to touch the ſoul degenerated into the 
moſt offenſive diſcord he prayed me 
inſtantly to return to the entrance of the 


grotto, to try whether he had actually 


loſt the powers he before poſſeſſed 


But I too had an experiment to make; ' 


wherefore, without previouſly acquaint» 
ing him with my purpoſe, I fat down 
upon the ground, leſt the effe&t might 
overpower 


— 
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oviipoviet me, and diſcharged a piſtol. 


The ſound was inexpreſſibly tremendous. | 
It reverberated with ſuch force that the 
whole mountain ſeemed to be coming in 
upon our heads the eunuch fell upon 

his face and began to call loudly upon 
his ſaints. But whether they came to his 

ons ſtance or no 8 cannot RR for in lle 


grotto 152 the light 1 eee 
r 


or by ſupernatural aſſiſtance, he ſoon got 
upon his legs and ran off towards the 


place of entrance with all the ſpeed he 
was maſter of; and I very much fear 
hath ſince fallen a victim to the fright; 
for after the moſt diligent enquiry he i is 


no-where to be found. 


This was a matter that Cauſad much 1 
public diſapointment; for on the follow | 


2 
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ing day a lady of quality had ſent printed 


invitations to all people of rank, and to vi 


all the ſtrangers then at N aples, requeſt- 
ing their preſence at the ceremony of her 


daughter's taking the veil. The Whole 


church of the convent was hung with 


embroidered filk, and as ſoon as the 


company were aſſembled the moſt 


ſxilful performers from all parts of Italy | 


commenced a grand concert of ſacred 
muſic.— The ſofter airs however were 

| Judged to ſuffer greatly by the unac- 
- countable abſence of Montbelmar. 


At the concluſion of the muſic, the 
cardinal biſhop rehearſed the ſervice with 


the book placed behind his head; ff gnify- 


ing thereby, that the light of the ae o 2 


"ſhone through him. 


The. actual ceremony was Kill more * 


Fingula --The. young lady, about to re- 
Vor. H. L nounce 


4 


vunced to-the altar ms ms 
the ſiſterhood, and there read the cere - 


mönial en ot: uy ther oth. - AS 


ſiſters cane eee aſſiſted in ſtretch- 
ing her · flat upon the ground the biſhop 

then ſwathied her in black cloth, and 
threw ſome earth upon her body; by 


"which ſhe became buried to the world. 
A few more ſentences being read, ſfie was 


again raàiſed upon her feet, and ſuppoſed 


to be married to Jeſus Chriſt—the can- 


naons inſtantly announced the wedding 
e whole convent: (Which was ſet apart 
to women of quality only) was illumi- 
nated for ſeveral nights. coſtly entertain- 


ments were given to every member, and 


ber relatives; and great ne joy took 


The 
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Abe expence. of this jinitiation muſt 
have been immenſe, the muſic in Parti- 
cular; for the prineipal - performers not 
only from the great theatre of St. Carlo, but 
from Rome © and Flommes, were | Fred 
for the occaſion. 
"Is: theatre (St. Carlo) vis: the kivg's 
opera opera houſe ; Which was lately opened 
| — its glory, after having been ſhut up 
for ſome weeks in oconſequence l the 
death of the queen's ſiſter. 
It is one of the moſt ſplendid theatres 
in _— and on the firſt night of perform 
„there was, by the king's. order, a 
| Jn illumination; which threw ſuahia 
refleQion from: the looking glaſſes with 
which the front is almoſt entirely covered, 
that the eye could hardly bear the exceſs 
of light. The whole court Was preſent, 
en all the precious ſtones in 
L 2 Naples 


* 


©. - 
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_ Naples Watte their appearance; ; and che 
heads of the ladies, being ſtudded with 
feſtoons of «nr added not lire eto 
eee a e HOW vine 

The king of N. is not inſenſible ts che 
charms of a ſine woman —Oppoſite to the 
royal box ſat the princeſs P. P.—a 
dangerous ſituation; for as the reins of 


5 government are chiefly. managed by a 
22 certain female, one. of the ſame ſex is no 


ſooner ſuſpected to make arly impreſſion 


on the monarch's heart, than ſhe N 
niſhed. Fe 


Nature has certainly crowded a pro- 


fuſion of charms about this Princeſs; but 
in order ſo to do, ſhe ſeems to have ſtrip- 


ped the reſt of the ladies of GR ex- 

git bare. 
Some of the airs were o extremely 
Joucking upon this occaſion, that half the 
L women 
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women were in tears, though I believe: 
no one had more reaſon to weep chan 
mytelf; for on quitting. the theatre an 
accident befel me, that yu totally dif- 
qualified me for a beau. 4 508 
| Every one was full dreſſed in ad bp 
h mourning: upon this occaſion.—At the 
concluſion of the opera I placed my cha · 
peau beneath my arm, and advanced 
quickly to the door; preferring foot- ex- 
| erciſe, whenever I can take advantage. of 
the ni icht, for reaſons with which your 
1 may be pretty well acquainted. 
had fearcely quitted the entrance of 
40 theatre, when it became neceſſary to | 
fix myfelf cloſe to a wall, to avoid bein} g 
run over by the earriages chat came rat -· 
ting by.—A footman that was placed 
behind one of them (which paſſed me 
with great velocity in order to draw up | 


L3 as 


' 
. 3 FA 
% 


— e 


and communicating to the bebe 
ſinged me to the very ſkin in an inſtant; 


my appearance on returning home.---Fhe 


f. 


alt) wanted — of ſome off the 


| Vhzing tow at the end: of hib flambeauz 
1 miſtaking! me, I ſuppoſe, for a: black 


poſt with its head painted, he ſtruek me 
a violent blow upon the crown; The 
flaming tar caught hold of: my toupee, 


Jeaving no more hair upon my bead than 


uſualhy covers the ſxull of 4 new born 
Hlaekameor— hie little that remained 


was as criſp as fried. parfley, and after- 
wards came” off entirely with a handker- 


chief that I had tied round my head to 
- prevent mefrom catching. cold. 7. 


Nothing could be more ludicrous than 


people of the houſe refuſed me admiſſion 
for # conſiderable time, and at length ac- 


Enowledged nie only by my voice.—-I was 


afraid 
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| afraid to go to Abel's bed ſide, who lay 
extremely ill; for fear it ſhould give a bad 
turn to his fever, and therefore;threw my- 
ſelf into my own bed at once bald as 
the palm of my hand. 

At the ſame time that your | 1adyſhip 
will find ſome difficulty in ſuppreſſing a 


fmile, 1 am at leaſt ſure: of your compaſe 
ſjon -I. write ta you. under the dominion, 
of a wig.—Sampſon's ſtrength, lay. in his. 
hair if un 
bow. weak a man am 11 „ 
But however outward W 
be againſt me, whether with or without, 
2 wig, I am not the leſs ovſel to the 
ſervice of your ladyſhip. . 


And remain, &c. ch 
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| You will receive but little amuſement 
from a barren catalogue of the contents 
| of the muſeum of Portici or the palace of 


Capo di Monte Ehe former is filled 
with the curioſities dug up at Hercula- 
neum and Pompeia; and the latter with 
nz pery indifferent collection of paintings 
J fhould tell you, however, that this 
F palace was intended for a royal reſidence; : 
and when about fifty thouſand pounds 
ſterling had been expended upon it, his 
Majeſty's ſurveyors in their wiſdom diſ- 
covered, that it was umpoſhble to Nn 


water. 
| The 


_— 
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The, races, were extremely brilliant; 5 
. by their novelty and abſurdity, ex- 
tremely entertaining His Majeſty had 
been at an enormous expence in 
building for this, amuſement, 1 fay build- 
ing, for the race was performed on a re- 
gular had pavement (a circle of half a 


mile) ſurrounded by : a wall with riſing i 


ſeats to contain fifteen thouſand 1 pecta- 


tors. — In the, centre of the circle was a 


grand pavilion, under which the royal 
family and nobles took their refreſhments; ; 


and one of the, beſt dinners I ever ſat 


down to Was provided. for I Cavalieri : 


Ingleſ who were to ride. . 
Previous to the day the king 8 printet 
had, circulated. hand- bills throughout 


Naples, ſtating the names. and colours of By 


the riders and their horſes —My. jacket 


and cap Were purple and crimſog, and. the- 
Ls preamble 


GOES 


* 


2 
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r Ants 


preamble and advertiſement ey 0 


me were as follows. 


EF? 


| NOTA.. 


Be Cavalli Barbari, che correr derono 
a Carditello nel di Maggio, 1792. | 


Cavallo Bajo ſcuro balzano in due, alto 


oo benni vantaggiati, con Teſtiera colore 
Teuro, del Sig. D. Onorato Gaetani; lo 


'eavalca il Signor weine M. mow 
Toms colore A - pry 


we ſoon as 1 ee an court 


had take their RING i ane 


N r 
Four 59 drefſed in OR? n 


with about the value of five pounds ſter- 


ling in the waiſtcoat pocket of each, were 


fixed on the top of four very high may- 
Pooles, which were ſmeure about half an 


inch 
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inch deep with lard.—The prizes were 
intended for ſuch as had ſtrength and 
activity to climb fixft to the top, which 
afforded much amuſement; for great 
numbers had no ſooner ſurmounted three 
fourths of the difliculty, than they became 
totally exhauſted, and returned to. the 
place from dane — came with n 
hderable velocity. Fr 5 

At length an ingenious fellow * 
thought him of filling the boſom of his 
ſhirt with ſaw-duſt, and 1 it bs 


ivy three of th prizes; but it yas at the 


expenoe of his life; for he died the next 
day in conſequence of the fatigue. 
Tes Neapolitan racers then ſtarted 
(without ſaddle, or bridle according to the 
euſtom of the country] and though they | 


| RS round four times at à very great 1 
5 | 'L6 rate, 


— 


A 


7 


: 
OTE TO NT 


rate, not one of the riders met t with an 
accident. . 4 
Then: came the agli Each horſe 
and rider previous to ſtarting was backed 
into a ſort ofcovered pinfold, that reſembled 
a raiſed dog-kennel, or rather a continued 
ſentry-box.—Theſe receptacles ſtood by 


| the fide of each other; and a huge cable 


was drawn tight before the entrance of 
each horſe, breaſt high, which cable drop- 
ped at the exploſion of a cannon hae was 
the ſignal for ſtarting. | 2 
Vou will eafily imagine that the high 


bred cattle ſtood quaking at this ſalute ; © 
but as I had previouſly trained my horſe 


to the diſcharge" of a piſtol at the inſtant 


that a halter was drawn tight before his 


boſom, I ſtarted at once, and taking the 


lead by ſeveral yards, won the race with - 


best eaſe 3 and the more ſo, as the fas - 
 vourite 
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vourite broke down, and bre his 
rider. ce 
My triumph was evident POR: bale 
the race was run; and the completion of 
it gained me not more applauſe than 1 
obtained by accident at ſtarting. The *- 
royal taylor had made a grand miſtake- in 
meaſuring the depth of my ſkull by that 
of his own; by which means my racing 
cap was as ſhallow in the pole as its inge - 
nĩous putter-· out- of- hand might be. 
In the management of a racer in full 


ſpeed, it requires fome dexterity to occufßy 


one hand out of two in keeping a man's 
cap upon his head. — The wind blew 
ſo hard that as I paſſed the royal pavilion 
J was obliged to ſkim it into the airs 
when fo welktimed a compliment to the 


king was ſuppoſed to be peculiar to the 


judgment and good - breeding of an En- 


10 
gui cavalier, and eee vn 
bounded applauſe. 


Maples; and though the exclamations of 
- treme, I never ſaw fo. much good order 


horſe-guards attended us the whole way 


1 N 


The prize was a borſe of his Majeſty's 


ZE breeding, worth perhaps thirty pounds; 


which I requeſted might be kept for ſome 


him to England would have exceeded his 


nahe; and the turning him ta any account 


vn the ſcore of ſale, would have been but 
an ill compliment to the king 

Ridiculous as this ſceve appears to you 
and me who have ſo often ſeen them ſpin 


way upon Newmarket heath, it was 


thought-exccHient ſport in the Kingdom of 


ſatisfaQion- were boiſterous in the er 


preſerved on ſuch a public occaſion. The 


1⁰ ee 1 
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70 ME Go Gsund except 
x few fractures that might have taken 
place in a large covered cart, containing 
about twenty people, which my coachman 
CO e on the fide of 
the road. 72 
. ale-rumabatis 
this letter to the hiſtory of a moſt tragical | 
and affecting circumſtance—an event of 
no leſs magnitude and permet than 
e. death of Abel. 
This poor fellow was ſeized with a 
ſpecies of inflammatory fever that had 
nearly carried off a for of my lord E. and 
two other Engliſh who were at Naples 
early in the Spring. He was for many 
days fenfible of bis approaching diſſolu- 
tion, but odſtinately refuſed all medical | 
 vifiſftance. An apothecary attempted to 
get a bolus down his throat, but he might 


25 eg 


i ; — 


23 4 14% bit 
as well have endeavoured to perſuade 15 
+ 1 to ſwallow a falamander.. On the 
night that he expired, I took with me to 


his chamber the very phyſician, that had 
rendered me ſo much ſervice. As we 


drew near to his bed, the phyſician told 


bim, with great gravity and firmneſs, that 
if he continued to refuſe the uſe of medir | 
eine, his diſſolution: would be ſpeed y). 

God's will be done! ſaid Abel the 
e took his hat, and left the 
Abet es won 5) we. were left ng 
requeſted me to draw a chair to his bed- 


EX Ez 


fide—* My dear maſter,” {aid he, „“ when 
we were at Genoa, a farrier looked into 
my mouth, and told me I ſhould never 
live to return to England. — 37 this, 1 
prefume, he believed in the e age | 
Predeſination. iden N eld © Toy 
1 queſ: 


* 
ws 
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4 queſtioned him, however, as little as 
might be concerning his ereed; but am- 
of opinion, that, what with the ceremo- 
nies that had dazzled his eyes, and the 
doctrines that had deluded his feriſes, he 
died with more than one perfuaſion about 
bim. Above all things, he earneſtly en- 
treated me to take care that he wass? 
buried where there were no volcanos 
underneath; for that he verily believed 
Mount Veſuvius to de the reſidence of 
the devil. Gali mars. 25 . A geit 
His will; in eee to W con- 
cerns, was word of mouth, like that of 
my illuſtrious anceſtor; conſiſting, only as 
his laſt requeſt, that forty ſhillings; which 
he had left at intereſt with an oilman in 
Piccadilly; ſhould be given to the n 
of the Crocodile at 3 | 


Abel 


284. nen 
Abel ſeems to have been born in South- 
wark, but whether he was a man of fa- 
mily it is not eaſy; to aſaertain— He was 
always reſerved: upon this ſubject; inſo- 
much, that I have never heard that he 
hath been acknowledged by any other 
father than that of the whole family af 
mankind.“ - Indeed, in my preſence, he. 
: bath never: gone: in far a8 to — 
"> hadoften eien ies | 
| ling; till, on examining his trunk, there: 
appeared, amongſt other things, a ſeal 
with a calves head, engraven upon it, 
_ which I conceive to have been his creſt. 


No trace, however, of arms is to be found 


in the book of heraldry ; but, be his pedi- 
gree what it may, I will take upon me to 


aſcertain that no one act of Abeks hath 
ever 


THROUOB ex, c. 23 
ever: tarniſheU the eſcutcheon of the 
| VealsHe was neither flock: or land- 
holder, and died poſſeſſed: of little ready 
money, though much wages due —His 
unk contained a couple of crown pieces, 
ome old ſhirts, and a good ſuit of livery— 
latter was in much requeſt; and ſold 
well to one of the king's life-guards for 
levee days; and the produce of the whole 
enabled me to lay him decently in the 
earth, and to have engrayen upon his 

tomb | | 


Here lies Abel Veal;” 


and there the poor fellow may lie, I ſup». _ | 


Poſe, e er any body will own him; for 
myſelf, indeed, though no man is farther 
from diſbelieving the exiſtence of a future 
ſtate, it is, I confeſs, a matter of much 

doubt 
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80 i infinkts: are the adi of amuſement 
with which Naples and its environs every 
where abound, that a man of any taſte or 
ſcience is totally wrapped up in them; 
inſomuch that finance, and all reflection 
about temporal concerns, are too trivial 
to engroſs a moment's attention. — The 
voeful ſtate, however, of Abels circum- 
ſtances ſuggeſted to me that it might not 
be amiſs to look into my own; for I had 
paſſed two complete months in a ſort of 
delirium which lulled me ſo, that I had 
never even dreamt about pecuniary mat- 
ters; and you will be as much aſtoniſhed 
e to 


. 


Switzerland and Germany; but this ſum 


238 . 8 —— TH” 


to be informed, as I was to diſcover on 


examining. my little ſtock, that I had no 


more than three pounds ſterling left, 
without any-other reſource whatever to 
enable me to work my way from the ex- 
tremity of Italy to my native country. 

It was my original intention to com- 
plete my | tour by coming back through 


was hardly ſufficient to n een 
of my portm anten. 
Neceſtry was ſaid to be hai 
invention; arid: as I had long lived in habits 
of ſtricteſt intimacy with the old lady, I 
thought there could be no great impro- 
priety in requeſting her to introduee me 


Who n daughter. This connection Was 


ſo congenial to my nature, hat We be- 


came iniſtantly enamoured of each other; 


and to ſuch aa pitch of i fanaticiſm is our 
attachment 


THROUGH FRANCE, &c. e 
3 grovyn, that we have been 


ever ſince anfeparable,: aud have from 
bat moment lived together on terms of 
unreſtrained familiarity. | 4. 

An expedient was at once communi- 
cated to me by the fair one, to whom I 
had ſo lately ſworn eternal 2 55 
which promiſed ſueceſs. 

A certain banker at dene 

ponded with the London merchants.— 
Iwaited on him, and explained the nature 
of my diſtreſs; adding, that, though ſome 
money was due to me out of the returns 
of certain eſtates (of which I and about 
fifty others were life proprietors under 
the bequeſt of one of our good kings of 
England) I had but little right to requeſt a 
ftranger to diſcount my draft on the ſaid 
property; candidly-informing bim withal, 


that I was neither ſprung from the doins 
of 


A RAMBLE. 


of 2 Plants genet or Tudor; and that my 
whole income conſiſted of an annuity of 
about ſixty pounds a year, an unſtable 
tenure that became forfeitable eicher by 
_ of good behaviour or celibacy. 
The banker was either ſtruck with the 
n s of my ſituation, or the frank- 
neſs with which I told it him; or he was a 


miiracle of faith and liberality; for, with- 


out heſitation, he. diſcounted my draft on 
London for five and twenty pounds, and 
offered to aſſiſt me ſtill farther if it ſhould 
be found neceſſary.—I had not the con- 
ſcience to accept this offer, knowing that 
ſome diffculty might ariſe with reſpect to 
reſponſibility on the arrival of a larger 5 
draft in London; wherefore I took my 
leave; and as I was walking on the ram- 
parts, meditating on the impoſſibility of 
completing ſo extenſive a tour as I had 
10 Pap planned, 


a» « 
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planned, amongſt the ſhips in harbour 
one of the Jack-flags of England was 
waving in the wind. 

I went immediately on board, and. and 
ing that the Captain was about to ſail in 
four-and-twenty, hours, I paid him at once 
twenty guineas for Ei 

My little property at home was no ſoan- 
er arranged for the voyage, chan 1 waited 
on the Ambaſſador for a paſſport. | 

This is an inſtrument expreſſly ordered 
to be delivered gratis; but it was no 
ſooner made out, than accompanied by | 
an application from * miniſter” 8 feryant 
for afee. 7 5 
. nettled me reh and: with 
a mixture of indignation and reluctance 
I roſe from my chair, and bad adieu 
to one of the ſweeteſt places J vet 
was maſter off. 77 „ 

N i . The 
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"The fails were e ſpread. on my arrival, 


BN a fair wind waſted. us out of the Bay 
of Naples. 5 

We were no ſooner at ſea, than my 
Captain informed me, that a few hours 
previous to our weighing anchor, his 
erer had ſent him freſh orders with 
| reſpect t to the landing his cargo ; and that. 
his deſtination was now to Wrderdan; 
that if I had any objeftion to the lengt th of 
the voyage, I might eaſily find convey- 


ance to England from Gibraltar. 


1 remonſtrated with ſome warmth on 
the impropriety of his conduct, in not ac- 


quainting me with this circumſtance 
previous to our quitting the harbour; 
alledging, that I had no more inclination 
to go to Holland, than to viſit the black- 
hole at Calcutta; 3 but upon ſeeing no 
means of * thought it might be 
for 
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för ny advantage to remain upon as good 
terms with him as Poſſible TO the 
voyage: rg bowie ex] 

It was reaſonable to cappoſe-t that FE is 
uſual upon theſe occaſions) a paſſenger 
would be entitled to the uſe of the Cap - 
tain's cabin, quarter deck, &c. but unfar- 
tunately, the; commodity. with which our 
hip was freighted being wool, | which 
takes up a great deal of room in propor- 
tion to its weight, the whole veſſel was 
ſtuffed to the extreme, from the! room of f 
ſtate in which the ſwaggering Captain 
ſtruts, to the humble cot in which the 
cabin- boy was flung.— The only place 

therefore allotted to my uſe, was no more 
than a ſhare, with the Captain and his 
Mate, of the hole through which you de: 
ſcend to the ſtate cabin; and the exceſlive 
heat and want of freſh air in this courtliy 
eber M Dann 


A RAMBLE 


apartment, were further im pre gnated with 
the ſmell of paint. 
At night Iwas crammed into a wooden 
_ caſe, denominated a bu; a term ex- 
tremely ill applied, for it was of the exact 
| dimenſi ons of an Engliſh coffin; differing 
from it only in this reſpect- that there | 
was free liberty. of ingreſs, and egreſs-— 
and of the latter e I ſoon ok 
advantage. 5 154 Tk 
Worms indeed there were none to 
deſtroy this body, but ſuch an hoſt of rats 
and other vermin as might have ſoon 
reduced me to a Proper tenant of a 
lower regions. | 
Soon after midnight, hes: 1 came 
forth and ſtretched me upon the deck, 
together with my bed and blanket; 
where; in ſpite: of the exceſſive dews-in 
mis warm climate, I had fallen aſleep; 
when 
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when I was ſuddenly ſaluted with the 
ſhrill clarion of an Algerine game cock, 
which was cooped in a pen about four 
inches from my right ear. A pork pig 
that had the liberties of the deck, ſeemed 
to accept the challenge, and advancing,” 
acroſs me, regaled us with a loud es 
of Zis muſical abilities. 5 7 

This duet was executed with ſuch a 
degree of taſte and tune, as induced me to 

think they were both ſenſible of the deſti- 
nation of their voyage —They might be - 
practiſing for Amſterdam, for a more com- 
plete Dutch concert I never heard. And 
this trial of {kill was no ſooner concluded, 
. than the pig, who I think won the day, 
turned triumphantly towards me, and 
perhaps miſtaking the bed on which I laid 
for a potatoe bed, began to. wen me 
without reſerve. | 


M 3 Our 


— 
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Our ſhip was ſo crowded upon deck 
alſo, that no place could be found to fling 
a cot; wherefore on the ſecond night L 
was obliged to make another deſcent; | 
but was very ſoon driven again from my: 
quarters by the heat and vermin; and 
then reſolved to go down no more. 

The third evening was uſhered in with 
2 rattling wind from the- South Weſt, ac- 
-companied by a moſt. tremen dous ſtorm, 
of thunder and ligbtning; which, as my 
Captain was ſomewhat fuperſtitious, con- 
tributed but little to the pleaſantneſs. of 
dis voyage. We were now ſailing 
e a head ſea (or, in other terms, the 
ſhip and the waves were going in contrary 
directions) and as the latter ran moun- 
tains high, and ſucceeded each other with 
great rapidity, the former kept plunging 
like a ram in a halter. 


1 had 
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1 had never hitherto been ſea-ſick, 
95 frequently extremely ſick of ſea; 
but this motion was ſo convulſive, that 1 
could no more keep my meat upon my | 
ſtomach, than my body upon my legs; 
and for fear of tumbling over-board re- 
queſted to be laſhed to the deck.-—Not- 
withſtandin g this ſeemin g obſtrution to 
our progreſs, we went at ſo great a rate 
for ſeveral days, that it became no ſmall 
matter of alarm to me, though of general 
joy to the Captain and crew; for as Ihad 


* 


no dividend to expect for at leaſt two = 


be from our royal eſtabliſhment, I 
ran the riſk of ſtarving upon land, if the 
voyage was completed in a ſhorter time 
than uſual ; and therefore literally could 

not afford to with for a fair wind. 
After we had paſſed Sardinia, there 
was ſo great a ſameneſs in this mode of 
M 4 travelling, 


1 1 


fies himſelf as much as poſſible; but this 
unvatied repetition preſents but little food 
; for the capacious ſoul of man. . 


11 
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travelling, that the eye had very little to 
amuſe itſelf withal, except ſharks and 


| ſea-hogs, and the being now and then 


reconnoitred by an Algerine pirate. 


Travels by land are told five-hundred dif- 


ferent ways; but, at ſea, a traveller is at 
bis wits end. He locks at che latitude, 
conſults the compaſs, and otherwiſe ſtupi- 


Every thing conſpires to make it parti- 
cularh unintere ſting to me; for in addi- 
tion to the wretchedneſs of my ſituation, 


2 have no companion. My Captain is as 


ignorant as he is ſuperſtitious. If I pro- 
poſe a queſtion to him, he ſeldom ventures 
to pronounce either negative or affirma- 
tive, but either ſhakes his head, or nods, 
28 che nature of the 1506 may require; 

and 
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and ff by accident 1 whiſtle, he ſtands 


with his eyes brim- full of tears, for -— 


the elements ſhould fpout forth cata- 
radts.—He is 'a man too of extreme 
weaknefs in other refpects. very thing 
that hath a ſoul, centers its affections in a 
woman.--Horfes ant dogs are entitled” to 


an inferior degree of our regard; but my 
Captain is enamoured of this infernal pig. 
If 1 remonſtrate with him on the grofſneſs; 
of his tafte, he e quotes an anecdote of 
. Lord Mount E. and Who can argue: 
againſt ſuch authority? 
| "During the calms we amufed ourſelves: 
with catching turtle as they lay ſleeping 
on the ſurface of tie water, and as it 
was impoffible to ſtand upon the deck, or 
bear the heat below, when the Sitocco 
wittls came feorching from the coaſt . 
W 1 ſting my Rammoc about eight 
M5 . feet 


6 | 


\ » 
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5 feet above the deck, between the miren 
and the main - maſt, in order to be as little 
in the way as poſſible, and was there 
toſſed about in the air like a fhuttle-cock, 
| with my head and my heels alternately. 
uppermoſt ; and with ſuch, violence, that 
it was neceſſary to .clench my teeth to 
| keep all ſafe within. 8 3 
At length a gentle breeze bo: us 
| gradually vp tbe current that runs into the | 
7 Mediterranean, commonly called the Gut 

of Gibraltar.— The hoary head of the old 
rock ſtood proudly oyer us as we ad- 
vanced.—l: ſat upon the deck ſome time 
wrapped up in thought, refle Qing on the 
enterprizing ſpirit of the Britiſh, nation, 
R and drank a bottle to the manes of thoſe 
immortal warriors, who firſt ſcaled the. 
ſtupendous precipice.— A veteran of the 
regiment of. St. Louis once obſeryed to 
me, 


— 
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— 


zl me, (and it was well imagined). that if 
the clouds were ſolid, he believed in bis 


conſcience that the Engliſh. would ate: 


_ tempt to take Heaven by ſtorm. _ 
The wind. ſuddenly - increaſed, _ 


11 


drove us into the Weſtern Ocean with 


ſuch velocity that we ran almoſt under 
water A ſort of trade-wind uſually 
blows off Cape St. Vincent and the coaſt. 
of Liſbon, which was a at this time ſy, ex- 
tremely violent, that, without bearing up 


a ſingle point, we were driven almoſt 


down to the Madeira Iſlands ; and the 
change of e climate Was { ſo exceſſixe, that, 
from an extreme ſcarcely bearable, 1 
ſuffered greatly by the. cold, clad in two 
flannel \waiſtcoats and a thick ſurtout. . 

It now: became neceſſary 1 to make, uhh. 


of ſome. of the. turtle, we had taken—This 5 


ſpecies gratives the palate but little, even 
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when aided by the Wondrous” powers of 
ſkuce;z and it became leſs reliſhable, plain 
ina pie Boiled 3 in ſalt water, which our 
ſituation obliged us to have recourſe to, 
proviſioris and freſh water beginning to: 
run ſhort. We had at the ſame time 
ſtrong ſymptons | of a mutiny on board, 
on account of the ranknefs of the pork 
| which \ was ferved out to the common 
fallors, When fortunately the Wind tacked 
1 ad 9 us i tg . a, more _ 


3 


on e beiter f h feuddin ＋ 
aba before the wind at the rate of nine 
knots an hour, and at length hove 1 in fi ght 
of the "filing boats off Torbay, by one of 
which T intended | landing | at Brixham, 
aid from thence Erofling | the foreſt of 
Damon to that part &f Devonhire 


FITS 


m Whence I originally emerged. 


The 


* 
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The killing boat however had n no foon- 
er come along fi de of us, than 1 had the 
pleaſure to learn from my Captain, that if 
I quitted the ſhip previous to performance 
of quarantine, he was ſubjett to a penalty 
of one hundred pounds, and that it was 5 
lawful for any body to ſhoot me.— 5 
This was an agreeable piece of infor- 
mation, at a time when I was no more than 
twenty miles from my father's houſe; to 
which I now became under the neceſſity 
of going by way of Amſterdam.—A large 
turtle, however, which I had caught in 
the Mediterranean, was, after a very long 
conſultation between the Captain, Mate, 
and crew, declared to be not amenable 
to the laws of quarantine ; upon which I 
diſpatched him, with a ticket to one of 
his fins, importing that he was to proceed 
acroſs the country to the place of my 


er 


We 


„ 


. 4 5 : - - 
* ” * ” * 


We are now therefore bearing away 
up the Channel; and I take advantage of 
forwarding this letter to you by a ; coaſting 
veſlel off Torbay... 8 
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We. entered the ens on the third of 
Auguſt; and were immediately put under 
quarantine; a ſtate of confinement much 
leſs enviable than an Engliſh priſon.—, 
The only things you can be ſaid to enjoy 
in common with mankind, are light and 
freſh, air; but from the comforts of life, 
you are totally excluded od; commiſ- 
ſary's boat is ordered to attend you, which, 
always keeps carefully to wind ward; and 
its crew are rubbed all over with cam- | 


phire and. turpentine, 1 leſt they ſhould; 


calch the plague.— our letters are re- 
ceived 


— 


— —% ow” - 


. 


46 
; 


_ ceived on the barb of a boat-hook, and 
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delivered at the poſt office with a pair of 
tongs. 895 8 | 

The meanneſs of our commander was 
upon the ſame eſtabliſhment with his 
folly; and though he had liberty to pur- 


chaſe freſh proviſions of all ſorts from the 5 


ſhore (Which were in great plenty and dt 
a very reaſonable rate) he rather 'chbſe to 
ee his ere and paſſenger pining for 
want of them, lian een, een 


expence. 1 90 
Ibis cruel treatment brought on a few 


coarſe compliments between me And the 
Captain at length the Piſtols weft lodd- 


ec, and che quarter-deck cleared; that We 


might have room to blow each others 
brains out like gentlemen.- Tad we not 


foreſeen that the crew tnuft feceſfafffh. 
interfere, neither of us 1 imagine had 
527125 1 ; „ 
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been ſo fierce. I ſpeak of my own feek 
ings, and truſt I do not throw an unmerit- 
ed reflection on our commander's courage. 
Our proceedings were however inter- 
rupted by the arrival of a boat, with the 
apothecary- from the States, to examine 
into my particular ſtate of health.—It 
ſeems my Lord A—kl—6, (to whom 1 
had ſent an-expreſs, complaining - of my 
fituation) had applied to the Dutch 
Admiralty, and procured my enlargements 
and I was at that inſtant conveyed from 
the hold of a-ſbip, in which I had been 
pent up ſeven weeks, living ſparingly on 
falt-pork and ſea-biſcuits, waſhed down 
with Italian verjuice, to an inn upon the 
ifand of the Texel.— 
It was the neateſt houſe Jever entered, 
abounding with port-wine and moſt ex- 
cellent proviſtans, and ſtanding in the 
BoB 3 midſt 
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midſt of hay-fields newly mown ; and i 


was at night, in lieu of an hammoc (in 
which I had been jolted againſt the pan- 
nels of the ſtate-room door at every mo- 
tion of the ſhip ſince we left the more 
ſouthern climates), tranſplanted to a bed 
ſo clean and quiet, that 1 literally could 
not ſleep for comfort. 
On the ſevenin inſtant I took my ſeat 
in a covered barge for Amſterdam, crowd- 
ed with paſſengers—Amongſt us was a 
newly-weaned calf, which kept up a la- 
mentable ſoliloquy becauſe its dam was 
not of the party; and which was the 
| more. unpleaſant, as we were all confined 
to one apartment—man «nd. beaſt, like 

Noah's ark. 5 
Amſterdam has little to recommend 
itſelf to a fine gentleman, except a few | 
pictures by Vandyke and Rembrandt; 
177 and 
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and the firſt painting in oil, by Jean Eyer,; 
(conſiſting of a daubing meant to repre- 
ſent a church, with the ſaint patroneſa 
unde before it). . | 
My finances here once more ee 
my principal attention; and on applica- 
tion to Mr. H. the great Dutch banker, I 
diſcovered that fortune had had the kind- 
neſs and curioſity to involve me in one 
more dilemma before ſhe had done with 
CCC . 
By a letter, which I forwarded. from 


Brixham, I had ordered that a bank note. 155 


of 201. might be ſent to meet me at the 
houſe of Mr. H.— It happened that a gen-. 
| fleman, of the ſame name with,myſelf, had, 
quitted , Amſterdam two days before I 
came there, in order to make the tour of 
Holland, and viſit the Auſtrian camps, 
He had left orders at the banker's, » that if 
wy 


ny” Jetters mee in his name, they 
ſhould be inſtantly returned to England; 
and, unfortunately, by the very poſt that 
preceded my arrival, the 20l. note retook 
its paſſage at Helvoetſluys—and it is no 
leſs true than extremely ſingular, that this 
ſhould prove to be the very friend to 
whom I have pleaſure in acknowledging. 
myſelf at this hour indebted for the little 

fortune that enabled me to travel. 
Some men appear to moſt advantage in 
ſituations of extreme difficulty and diſ- 
tteſs; and as to myſelf, I am firmly pęr- 
ſuaded, that in all inſtances in which L 
have neither been poſſeſſed of, or known 
where to procure a ſingle guinea, my eſ- 
tabliſhment hath been viſibly the moſt re- 
ſpedtable, and my appearance the an 

| unembarraſſed. | 
Upon this occaſion, it became evidently 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary ſor me to have recourſe. to a 
faithful companion, which I had, had 
about my perſon upwards of fourteen 
years. Temporary ſeparations indeed of 
this nature had frequently taken place be- 
tween us in 'England ; but the thoughts 
of leaving him in a foreign country cut 
me to the heart. — The regularity with 
which he always ſerved me was incon- 
ceivable; and though he was perpetually 
in motion during the day, he uſually paſſed 
the evening with me over a flaſk or two 
of wine, active and communicatiye | as 
ever.--Within my recollection, I have ſe 
dom gone to bed without completely | 
winding him up; {till he was the effence 
of punctualityſure to be at my bed-ſide 
when 1 awoke in the morning, to 0. me 
know the hour — 1 


Me parted at the — —— 


The 


Pg 
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© The fum which the aforeſaid time- piece 
had rendered himſelf” reſponſible for, en- 
abled me to enter a well looking hotel 
with confidence; and 1 had ſcarcely fixed 
bn a apartment, when the waiter (Who 
ſpoke French) informed me that an elderly 
gentleman” of Guelderland, a Jew; ré- 
queſted the honour of being introduced tb 
me; and was af the 8er en fo to 1 805 
his reſpects· ; 

The moment I had foreived him, and 
was about to pay ſome compliment to his 
attention in having made me ſo early'a 
viſit, he took the lead, without reflecting 
that every man was not converſant in 
High-Dutch; and ran on for three quar- 
ters of an hour, without either pauſe or 
apparent reſpiration.— His lungs either 
acted as a ſteam engine, or nature muſt 
have furniſhed him with a _— of ſets, 
| ae. 
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which, by going alternately, like the bel<- 
lows of an organ, kept up a conſtant ſup- 
ply of 'outward-bound air.— The waiter 
explatied— 0 N ” 

It ſeems: this Dutchman was remark 
ably unfortunate in the loſs of an only 
ſon, who had been in high requeſt at the 
Court of Berlin— He was poiſoned on the 
very evening of his marriage, by a young 
lady who was before attached to him; 
and the old man's only comfort left, was 
an adopted daughter, to whom he meant 
to leave his fortune. 

Abiſhag (for ſuch was the name of this 
fair Iſraelite) made her appearance in the 
ſupper room.—Her manners were of a 
much more poliſhed caſt than her firſt ap- 
pearance gave me reaſon to-expe&-<Her 
perſon was majeſtic, though ſomewhat 
too robuſt .—Abiſhag had her w___ : 
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Ways; and looked as 1 the dif- 
| ference” of the languages between Great 
Britain and Guelderland were likely to be 
no barrier to the communication that 
- might take Place between. two of their 
natives. 8 200-55 | 

Ihe old gentleman very 8 fo faſt 
aſleep, in his elbow chair; and I and Abi- 
ſhag. became as well acquainted with 
each other,, as propriety and etiquette 
would admit of on the firſt introduction. | 

The Jew, rather I believe from habit, 
chan with a view of profiting by the bad- 
neſs of the times, or the diſtreſſes of 
others, paſſed a great deal of the day on 
the Exehange; which gave me an op- 
portunity of enjoying much of the ſociety 

of his daughter. I became inſenſibly am- 
bitieus of gaining her good opinion, and 
8e we were one day n 
event 


* CG - 
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her. 


8 85 Vo 241 


ing Captain in a narrow ſtreet, advan 


the reſpect due to the ſex, he was bent 


on taking the wall, even of the fair Abi- 


- F * 


"9 — The puke was Alpyteds! and, e 


len 


A a linen-draper «hots: 721 whilt ſhe faint 


ed, the mob collected, and we were ac- 


commodated with ſeconds in an inſtant. 
My .antagoniſt was a much ſtouter man 


than - myſelf ; and, being corpulent, Was 
rather out of trainin g. For. a few rounds | 


his blows broke in upon my guard; but 
as his breath began to fail him, I I ſtruck 


him in the center of his ſtomach with, all - 


Vor. II. „ Ins my 


i took. place. which eppapletely won 12 


It At ck that. we. vom my —.— ü 


ncing 
towards us with an air of imaginary, im: 
portance.— —This ill-bred wretch was ſo 


exaſperated againſt me, that, forgetting 125 


= 


* U 
— pe q 4 - 63 » I 
— — — — — ——— — — 
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my force. —He inſtantly became pale and 
qualmiſh ; when a very ſevere blow under 
His left cheek made his teeth clatter, and 
I believe gave him a lock-jaw.—With 
that he wheeled, and laid open his loins; 
and, at the inſtant, the gentle Abiſhrag, 
juſt recovered from her fainting fit, ruſhed 
into the ring, and put in ſuch a clencher 
juſt below his ribs, that he pearled like a 
mot partridge, and ſtruck his eolours. 
Abiſhag was covered with glory; and 
the mob, ever partial to the fair fea: gave 


| her the credit of the victory. 


We had no ſooner returned 4 6 e 
Hotel, than ſhe related the particulars to 
Her father, who naturally attributed the 
8 affair to my regard for his daugh- 

's precedence; and immediately re- 
babes that I would go and ſpend 2 

| month with him in Guelderland.— The 

| -waiter, 
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Waiter, "moreover, informed me in the 


morning, that the old man, ſpite of the =» 
prejudices of religion, wiſhed to marry - 


his daughter to an Engliſhman} and if ſhe 
was ſo fortunate as to be the object of my 
choice, money ſhould not be wanting to 
the completion of our happineſs. 
Intereſt and principle were at war with» 
in me—My attachment, however, had not 
yet ſo far got the better of my judgment 
as to prejudice my reflections A con - 
nection between che Old and New Teſ- 
-tament might poſſibly ereate ſore con- 
fuſion in our childrens creed Moreover, 
though there was every appearance chat 
the Ifraelite was a warm man, ſhould 
there be a deficiency at the day of ac- 
count, it would be painful to ſee our poſ- 
terity - trudging about the country ſelling 
ſpy-glaſſes and ſpectacles.— Theſe conſi- 
| N 2 derations 
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derations determined me to tear myſelf 
* 
from the arms of the fair Abiſhag—But I 
might have ſaved myſelf the trouble of 
conſidering at all; for the Jew, though 


was ſtill concerned in many firms at Am- 

ſterdam—Tbat of the pawnbroker unfor- 

tunately was one of them; and the very 
ſame day, in looking over the ſtatement 
of the year's account, he diſcovered an 


entry made of a certain pledge in the 


name of his intended ſon-in-law. . ? 
The method of travelling in Holland i is 
extremely cheap, and not unpleaſant— 
The trak ſoouts (or covered barges drawn 
by horſes from one town to another 
through the canals), in which it is uſual 
for people of all ranks to take their paſ- 
ſage, are ſo punctual to their hours of de- 


n and arrival, that you know pre- 
ciſely 
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. ciſely at what time you —_ arrive at _ 
given diftance. "£3: Has 
At Haerlem is ſhewn the firſt page that 

was ever printed; and the cathedral ' 

boaſts the fineſt organ in the world.—+ 

The country houſe of H ope (about two 

miles diſtant) contains one of the-beſt col- 
lections of pictures that I bave ſeen en 
the Continent. 


The Univerſity of dn was the great 
object of my curioſity; to which I pro- 
ceeded without delay.— This Univerſity 
bears a ſtriking contraſt to that in which 

1 had the honour to receive the laſt poliſh - 
of my literary education—A few large 
| halls for public lectures are the only vi- 
ſible ſigns of a Dutch ſeminary of ſound 
learning and religious education. I had 
for ſome time wandered about in ſearch 
of fuch noble ſtructures as are raiſed for 


N 3 the 
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the encouragement of literature at Oxford 
and Cambridge; and, being much fa- 
tigued with exerciſe and diſappointment, 
Ifat down for refreſhment i in the ſhop-of 
a- bookſeller. tA learned profeſſor hap- 
pened to be poring over ſome papers, of 
whom I aſked the 2 of the apparent 
vacancy in the city of Leyden.— He in- 
formed me, that few public buildings. 
were ſet. apart for the accommodation of 
members of the Univerſity that the ſtu- 
dents had no particularity of dreſs chat 
they lodged im private houſes, taverns, &c. 
—ſpent the principal part of their time 


with mantua-makers and chambermaids; 
were accountable to nobody for their 


hours and actions that the Univerſity 
was by this means grown into diſrepute, 
and become almoſt memberleſs—More-. 
805 that the freedom of election hade 

been 


| | - de. 
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deen broken in upon in the year 1987— 


that, though the form of propaſing three, 


and balloting ſtill exiſted, the Hereditary 


Prince claimed a right of recommending 
a rector; by the influence of which, men 


of merit were generally ſuperſeded, and 


thoſe only, who ſided with the court, held 
the moſt lucrative and conſpicuous: ap- 
pointments. 0 
Cambridge, on the contrary, ſaid I. 
poſſeſſes every advantage that can be de- 
| rived from independence. of election, and 
freedom of action; add to which, it is, 


in convenience and, ſituation, every way 


indebted. both to art and nature. We re- 
gard not a prince or a prime miniſter in 
the diftribution of our places of honour 
or emolument ; and-in reſpeCt of the free- 
dom of election, both in the town and 


. Univerſity, no place on earth is ſo inde- 


pendent of influence and corruption. 
N 4 The 
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we 
- The buildings are large and; commo- 
dious; and the ſituation is healthy 
chambers are ſet apart for the accommo- 
dation of every member, where he may 
purſue his ſtudies without interruption.— 
- Uſeful and rational exerciſes are encour- 
aged, to diſpel the vapours ariſing from 
a conſtant attention to books. The fox - 
chace gives a robuſineſs, to the conſtitu- 
tion, which enables it / to undergo the 
laboribus diſquiſitions c of philoſophy, and 
ide betting poſt at Newmarket keeps the 
1 mind in à habit of quickneſs for algebra · 
ical calculations. Public aſſemblies are 
allowed to be frequented, that men may 
may acquire that poliſh which is only to 
be met with in the ſociety of women, 
and to prevent them from dwindling into 
nabits of pedantry and ſecluſion. It is by 
his een of — education, that our 
e bn. 91 grave 
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grave profeſſors become tlie gayeſt cha- 
racters in ſcenes of feſtivity and diſſipation. 
That our travelling tutors ſupport the 
moſt ſpirited and ſprightly maſks at the 
Carnival of Venice. That our reſident 
fellows live in a' ſtate of harmony and 
ſocial intercourſe amongſt themſelves; 
and when they chooſe to walk forth into 
the world, are capable of moving grace- 
fully i in the firſt circles of faſhion ;*and of 
happily blending che teughneſs of 4 phi! 
loſopher with the poliſh of a-courtier. 
I took leave of the profeſfor; and pro- 
ceeded to the Hague; where'T was nc 
ſooner ſet down at an hotel, and had . 
taken refreſhment, than i my Lord AKLd, 
ever attentive to his countrymen, left his 
name with an invitation to dine with him 
on the following Sunday, and another for 
the ambaſſadreſs's bill the Thurſday after. 
| Ilnclination 
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—Ioclination Magic and neceſſity r re. 
ſolved me to return immediately tc Eng- 
land, wherefore, as ſoon as I had. taken a 
view of the Prince of Orange's collection 
of Flemiſh pictures, and his very ſelect 
and valuable cabinets of natural curioſi- 
ties, I went on to Rotterdam and took. my 
paſſage at Helvoetſſuys. | 
Ibe character of the Dutch is delineate 
ed in a. very few words. Great is the 
contraſt: between the females. of France: 
and Holland Dutchwomen talk of 
love, but ſeldom feel it—look at a Freneh- 
Woman wich kindneſs; and her whole 
frame vibrates with ſympathy. But he 
that anatomizes a Dutch one, will blunt 
bis inſtrument in cutting through the 
cords of ſenſibility.— The men r 
phlegmatic, cold-hearted people, remark= 
1x able for nothing but n and @co- 
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nomy; two virtues ſo much. out of faſhion,,. 


that I beg leave to make — for, 


bringing them upen the carp 


Upon the whole I am eee 1 
ked with che obligation I was under of 


returning through Holland —The face 
of Nature wore a pleaſing change and 


contraſt; I | embarked at the foot of 


Mount Veſuvius, amidſt the ſandy: rocks 


and ſultry regions roundabout, and the 


eye had little to divert it dub, the reſtleſs 
ocean, till L landed on a ehuntry clothed? 
with verdure and beſpangled v 
Parent ſtreaag. »!: agp nd batt oF: 


We eroſſed to ce port from whence L. 


write to you, in ſixteen hours; and were 


no o ſooner landed, than à circumſtance, aa 


1dieulous as any I have met with, crown- 
a the concluſion of my travels.— 


ha: cuſtom-houſe: officers ruwmaged. | 


my 


ith. trans; 
you * - L Wy 
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my trunk wirh their uſual politeneſs. Th 
oil thing chat wor 


the appearance of 
being contraband, was a couple 0 
pounds of Naples ſhaving-ſoap (a yellow- 
* iſh) compoſition about the conſiſtence of 
| Paſte). One of them imagined it to be 
compoſed of foreign drugs, and therefore 
inſiſted on my paying the duty for it as 
= ſoch; Js Hons "which I affured him that it 
de compoſed of foreign drugs, 
| oy: 0. up in a paſtrycook's ſhop, and 
ſold as an excellent ſtomachic in caſe of 
x ſeacficknels, > Bats A Das: cifbioy dv 
He had been frequently taken 18 aas, 
was reſolved on further conviction; upon 
which he ſwallowed a portion of the ſize © | 
of a bolus.—It was no ſooner in his 
ſtomach than he fell into violent convul- 
ſions, as one that hath taken a double 
0 doſe of caſtor-oil —Medical aſſiſtance was 


immediately 


R 
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immediate called i in—a young appthe- 
ceary conceived by appearances: that, the 


patient had made uſe of, ſomething. of a 


poiſonous quality, and inſtantly wa 
down half a dozen baſons of warm water; 


which created ſuch a. lather within, that HH 
it returned in foaming. cataraſts—at 3+ 

length the force gradually, abating, it 
proceeded to flow i in a more temperate EN 


progreſſion, like; the Mad of a beer- 


barrel. | 75 4 tewgs | (4 
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returned with a phyſieian, Who preſcri- 
bed a repetition of the ſame quantity of 
warm-waters II, 


F 


The patient - became elne and 


unquiet, peremptorily refuſing to comply 


with any further, application of this ſort ; 
_ upon which the phyſician, obſerving the 
Inflammation of his eyes and the wildneſs | 
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him to be Ina 
infanity.— That he had ike. 
obia upon bim, and pbamed t 


ide meulh Mie a md. dd: - 
iately ordered into a 1 


Atraitwaiſtcoat'; and this medical deeiſi6n. 
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